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[ pring this matter before the House in order
that it may receive further eonsideration. I
hope further comsideration will be given by
the Government not only to advaneing our
primary industries by settling the land,
but also to advancing and encouraging
our sccondary industries. The two must go
hand in band. As I had occasion to say the
other day, we must recognise the fact that
there are many men coming ont to this State,
and even in this State at present, who are
not fitted for going on the lJand, but these
same men might be most useful as operatives
in factories or as workmen in other spheres,
I hope it will be reeognised that the develop-
ment of our primary and secondary indus-
tries must go hand in hand. Tt is our duty
to advance hoth, hecause we can never be a
self-contained or self-supporting State unless
we have hoth primary and secondary indus-
tries flourishing, Subjeet to what I have
said on certain points, T snppert the motion
far the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. G, W, Miles, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.14 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.
and read prayers.

COUNTRY PARTY LEADERSHIP,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H, K. Maley—Greenough) [4.35):
With your permigsion, Sir, I should like to

[ASSEMBLY.]

inform the House that following upon the re-
siguation of the member for Avon (Mr. Harri-
son) and the member for Katanniag (M.
A. Thomson) as Leader and Deputy Leader
tespectively of the Country Party, that party
has appointed me as Leader and the member
for York (Mr. Latham) as Deputy Loader,

LEAVE OF ABSEXCE,

On motion by Mr, Lathain, leave of absenee
for two wecks granted to the member for
Beverley (Mr. Broun) on the ground of ill-
health.

SWEARING-IN OF NEW MINISTER.

My, SPEAKER: 1 have received the re-
turn of the writ for the by-election of the
Swan electorate. It appears from the en-
dorsement thereon that the Hon. Richard
Stanley Sampson has been returned unop-
posed. T am now prepared to swear in the
hon. member. :

The member for Swan (Mr. Sampson) 2e-
cordingly took and subseribed the oath, and
signed the roll.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Mining Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Mines.
2, Pensioners’ Rates Exemption.
Introduced by Capt. Carter.

PAPERS—MINING ACCIDENT, GOLDEN
HORSESHOE.

On motion by Hon, P. Collier ordered—
‘‘That all papers relating to the fatal acei-
dent which ocenrred on the Golden Horseshos
Estates mine, Boulder, on the 6th December,
1921, be laid upon the Table of the House.”’

PAPERS-—OQIL LEASES, WORK DONE,

On motion by Hon. P. Collier ordered ¢ That
all reports made to the Minister for Mines
in accordance with the provisions of the Min-
ing Act Amendment Act, 1020, relating to
work done by persons licensed to prospect for
mineral oil be laid upon thke Table.’’

MOTION—RETURNED SOLDIER
SETTLEMENT.

To inguire by Boyal Commission.

Mr. WILSON (Collie) [4.40]: I move—

That in the opinion of this Houss, it is
desirable that a Royal Gommission should be
appointed to go into all phases of the ‘‘land
settlement policy’’ in regard to repatriated
soldiers of the ALF. who are now strug-
gling under adverse circumstances and must
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eventually relinquish their holdings owing
to the heavy financial load that they are at
present ecarrying, unless some permanent
relief is given to them in the immediate
future.
I do not bring this matter forward in any
hostile spirit. I have moved the motion with
the intention of remedying certain mistakes
that have been made in placing soldier set-
tlers on the land, or in keeping them there.
For many moaths past the varjous papers in
this State have been hammering away at the
question of soldier settlers, and discussing the
manner in which they have been treated in
regard to land clearing and other questions
incidental to farming. Most of the com-
plaints I have before me are confined prae-
ticallty to South-West settlers. There have
been few complaints from the wheat belt, the
bounteous harvests there during the past
three years, as well as the high prices they
have obtained for their produee, having set
many of the soldier settlers on their feet.
In the South-West there has been a different
tale to tell. I am not the firat in the field
in bringing this question before any Parlia-
ment in Australia., Ir New South Wales a
motion of a similar character to this was
brought forward recently. The ‘‘Hansard?’’
of that State, dated August 16th, shows that
a motion was moved by Lieut.-Col. Rutledge
for the appointment of a select committee to
inquire into and report vwpon the administra-
tion of and all the conditions attaching te
soldier settlement in all its branches, with a
view to adjusting grievances and placing such
settlement on a satisfactory basis. Im speak-
ing to the motion that hon. member said—
The idea I have in asking for it is that
the committee, as an independent bedy,
may be able to inguire into the whole ques-
tion of soldier seitlement to see if seme-
thing cannot be done to make settlers more
satisfied.

Capt. Dunn, another member of the New
South Wales Parliament, said he lJooked upon
this as one of the most important matters that
hail come before the House. As a retorned
man himself he was naturally anxious to do
something to help the men who were settled
on the land, many of whom had besn placed
there under all kinds of conditions.

The Minister for Agriculture: They could
not be prevented from going on the land
there.

Mr, WILSON: That is the very reason
why we should assist the voluntary settler in
this State, and why the Government shounld do
something to tide them over their difficulties.
That is all I want. I want a fair field and
no faveur in this matter. Before the soldiers
went away prominent citizens and responsible
men in the ¢ommunity made promises as to
what would be done for the soldiers when
they returned. Parliament should see that
these promises are fulfilled, and that the sol-
dier is placed in a position to earn a crust for

.ment took advantage of those men.
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himself, his wife, and his children. There is
no mare in this State for whom I have greater
admiration than the present manager of the
Agricultural Bank, It is, however, impossible
for him to see every little mistake that has
been made, and it is our duty to pre-
vent the institution of a policy of
hush under which these men may be sacrificed.
While I was in England I was at the Wey-
mouth camp. I received a letter from the
Agent General, Sir James Connolly, whe
asked me if I could go to London to see him.,
I went, and he askéd me if T would be pre-
pared to go before the troops in France, on
behalf of the Lefroy Government, and lay
before them the scheme of repatriation as
endorsed by the people of Western Australia.
I agreed to do so, but, unfortunately or other-
wise, the negotiations fell through, and I later
returned to the State. T say advisedly that
the scheme was one of the hest that eould
be promulgated, provided it was properly
administered. 8o far, it has been adminis-
tered fairly well, but there have beem mis-
takes made, and it is those mistakes that I
think should be rectified. The conditions
governing soldier settlement were:—

(1) Selections from the Crown are rent
free for five years. Land acquired by
transfer, no exemption; (2) all fees and
stamp <uty are reduced to returned sol-
diers, but no refund is made for amounts
paid before the Act was passed; (3) in-
terest only pavable during first five
years, redemption pavmenta commence with
sixth year; (4) total period 30 years, then
repayments of prineipal start, payable in
cight yvears, imterest only for three years,
then repayments of principal start; (5)
all land held by returned soldiers under
C.P. conditions is reduced 50 per cent. in
price. ’

Dealing with the last mentioned pertion
first, it meant that the farmer, who went
away as a soldier and possessed conditional
purchase land, received a 50 per cent., re-
duction in the price of his land when he re-
turned to Western Australia. Tn the case of
repurehased estates, however, 2 man got no
reduction whatever, although the Government
might have paid through the nose for that
eatate.

Hen, W, C. Angwin:
in.

Mr, WILSON: T have no figures to sub-
stantiate any sugpestion that the Govern-
I think
the Government gave the men, for the most
part, a fair deal. There were exceptions,
however, and it is for this reasem that I
scek to have the position of some of these
men remedied. Let us look at the position
of the soldier at the present time. Tt is
thought he has paid too much capital for his
land. Consequently he is burdenmed with an
interest bill that he caunot carry. He can
only hope to get thromgh, but the interest
bill, the cost of his capital, and the cost of
the clearing of the land on these repurchased

The men were taken
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cstates make it impossiblé for him to get
rid of that burden. T have a statement made
by a very influential man in this State. I
refer to Colonel Olden, a man who should
know what he is talking shout. In June of
this year the Returned Soldiers’ League held
a re-union, and the member for Willinms-
Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) was chairman at
that gathering. IHe proposed the toast of
‘*TFhe Army."’

Mr, Johnston: I was a guest there, not
the chairman.

Mr. WILSOXN: At any rate the hon. mem-
her proposed the toast 1 referred to. During
the course of his response to the toast Col-
onel Olden said:—

They had heard a good deal about re-
patriation. Uadoubtedly a lot had heen
done, in some cases more than was deserved,

. but in many respects those who had bene-
fited most were not soldiers. They had
only to look around and see the number
of soldiers settled on the land. Any God’s
number of them were truly ‘‘settled’!’ on
estates which had no hope of ever being
profitably worked by their previous owners.

These places had been cut up and sold to

returped soldiers, and in some cases by

people who were not entitled to any com-
sideration whatever by reason of their past
lack of interest in the result of the war,

Tn effect Colonel Olden said that these were
dndg, and these duds were dumped on to the
returned soldiers. When one goes throngh
the South-West he is sickened at hearing
about dud cows, dud horses, and dud land,

The Premier: Everything will be duds
until they are given away free.

My, WILSOXN: I can quite understand that

the Premier is not able to know and sce
these things for himself; he is too busy a
‘man. It is only by means of members re-
presenting the various districts travelling
round that they can bring this state of affairs
before him.

The Premier: I know you have not brought
any case before me.

Mr. WILSOXN: I saw an aceonnt of an
interview a week or two ago in which Mr,
Ewing, ML.C., who represents the South-
West Province in another place, brought a
deputation to the Premier from Brunswick,
and he dealt with the question of capitalising
the interest.

The Premier: Not eapitalising the interest.

Mr, WILSOXN: Yes, eapitalising the inter-
est. It is so much nonsense to talk about
capitalising interest, because it is only mak-
ing the burder on the soldier more acute.
To use a military phrase, we want to have a
‘¢ wash-out’* in connection with some of these
matters. T want to draw attention to the
way in which some of these expenses were
incurred. When the soldiers came back in
their thousands after having been promised
s0 many things, the Government as well as
the Federal authorities were anwious to get
them started at work as quickly as possible.
For that reason they were sent out in batches
to c¢lear land. They were sent out irrespec-
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tive of whether they knew anything about
clearing land or mnot, and they were sent
down to work at, say, 13s. 6d. per day. I
will give the House some example of what
this meant. I will eite the position of affairs
at Capeldene, Balingup and Caseades. Some
men who were despatched to that eentre were
put on to land clearing with a tractor. 1
will show the Houee that it has cost over £23
to do that elearing, T have here o pamphlet
which should interest Ministers, It is en-
titled ‘"Four and a Half Years of Lahour
Government.’” [ believe the Minister for
Mines was Premier at the time.

Mr. O'Loghlen: And a good Premier.

Mr. WILSOXN: ¥es, I quote this to show
the good work the then Premier did, and T
only wish the Qovernment of the day would
follow along the lmes indieated in that pam-
phlet. It sets out:—
Tn the South-West the Government have
undertaken the work of clearing land for
farmers by traction power; and by this
means up to 30th June, 1914, 5,704 acres
were pulled and 5,560 acres rolled at an
average cost to scttlers of £1 10s. per
acre.
I am going to show that so far from costing
£1 10s. per acre it has in some instances cost
£23 5s. an acre to clear the land in the
South-West,

The Premier: They never cleared
there at £1 10s. an aerc,

Mr, WILSON: I have only read what the
pamphlet says about tree-pulling and rolling.
The words quoted are not mine. 1 suppose
the present Minister for Mines as Premier
in those days belped to eompile the pamphlet.
It must be fairly true or the statements
would have heen contradicted long hefore
now,

My, Johuston: You must have a different
staff doing the work.

Mr. Pickering: They arve paying different
rates now,

Mr. WILSOXN: Whern the member for
Perth (Mr. Mann) was speaking he drew
attention to the faet that clearing of land
in the South-West wis costing about £11 an
aere, This was what the member for Perth
raid—

Tt has been suggested that it will be
costly to elear this land. TUnless the clenr-
ing is done under good supervision and by
skilful men it will prove costly. The
lumpers are applying theirselves well to
the jobh, and according to the figures sup-
rlied to me by Mr. Brockman, the superin-
tendent of the settlement the work was cost-
ing about €11 an acre. Jf the other groups
can be worked on these lines they will not
he overcapitalised as a vesult of their
clearing operations,

Anyone who knmows Mr. Hugh Brockman
knows that he is one of the best pioneers in
the South-West, and if he says it only costs
£11 to clear an acre of land in the Augusta
part of this State, I do not see why the
digger should pay £23 an acre to clear Jand
that has heen purchased by the Government

land
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I reierred to the diggers being sent down in
batches to elear land in the South-West.
From 10 to 20 of these men were sent down
at a time and they never thought that they
would burden the soldiers’ settlement in the
way I have shown. They did not kunow that
they were “‘swinging the lead?’ on the sol-
diers, so to speak—they thought they were
in the employ of the Government.

The Premier: That is a tunny thing to say.

Mr, WILSOXN: It is not funny at all, it
is trne. The trouble is, it is too tragic to
allow it to pass. Tt is too tragic for thesc
men who are on the land.

Mr, A. Thomson: They are the men who
have to pay.

Mr., WILSON: I can assure the Premier
it is no joke. Six men were at Capeldene
splitting up logs and the soldier farmers tell
a joke on them. They used explosives to
break up the timber. It was a hot day and
one of them said, ‘Let us take the log
into the shade.’’ They did so, and they car-
ried the log on their shoulders into the shade
amd burst the log there. If the digger on that
block is asked to pay for that damage he
will

Member: Die.

Mr, WILSOX: That is so. He will blow
off himself. It is stated that the men have
been wsing  various  explosives, including
T.N.T. and gelignite to burst the big timber,
and rometimes they have put as many as
20 or 30 shots into a log.

Mr. Pickering: They must be good judges
of destroying the timber.

My, WILSOX: Sometimes men do not have
soffivient experience to know what they are
doing. Other men get careless and do not
eare what they do. Tf you put a few holes
in logs and the cexplosive only ‘“bulls!’ the
holes, it is uscless to eontinue trying to blow
it to pieces. In any case it is easy to spend
a lot of momey in this sort of work. 1 will
give the House some examples to show what
this sort of thing has cost. Here is the case
of a man nawed Sampson (he is not the Col-
onial Seeretary) who has the block at Capel-
dene.

Mr. Harrison: Is he a strong man?

Mr, WILSOX: Yes, but he is not strong
enongh to stand this. He has 118 acres and
he paid £5 16s. an acre for the land, The
Commonwealth Bank loan amounts to £625,
while the clearing effected by the Goverament
eost £1,177 8s. 5d. He gets a loan approval
for £250. He now has a bill of £2,736 16s.
54. to meet.

Mr. Harrison: On what area?

Mr. WILSOXN: On 118 acres. That works
out at over £23 per acre. This man has to
face a payment of £150 a year interest, or
in other words, he has to pay £3 a week
before he can purchase salt for the porridge
his wife and children eat in the morning.

Mr. A. Thomson: Is the whole of his land
cleared?

Mr, WILSOX: No. Some 40 acres are
cleared on that man’s block. There is the
case of another man named Good. T have
with me the report of the surveyor. He says
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in effect that this man has 38 acres fit and
ready for immediate cultivation, 13 acres
uncleared, 20 acres of dead timber and 21
acres with only a few trees on it. In spite of
the fact that this man’s property haa so few
trees and this dead timber, it cost him £10 9s,
6d. to clear it. Here is another case of o
man named Ellis, and I can hardly ecredit
the fact that this man’s property has so few
I had better read the wman’s letter, He
writes to me—

Dear Sir,—You will please fiud account
attached for £648 10s. 8d. which I re-
veived frem the department for tree
pulling on my location No. 2331. T make
the aereage about 24, and I might men-
tion the portion pulled was on an oll

cultivation field with an average of
about four trees to the acre. So X fear
there must he some mistake. Yours

faithfully, . 4. Ellis.

It cost £27 an acre to clear 24 acres! Of
course this was principally for tree-pulling,
Then taking the £27 and comparing it with
the cost of clearing in the time of the
Labour Government, we wonder why there
is pnot more settlement in the South-Weat,
and where all the settlers’ money is going
to. Let me guote now the ease of another
man who has interest to meet on £2,558,
Fle has 122 aeres of land which has cost
kim £11 12s. per aere to clear, and he has
only 30 aeres whieh may be said to be abso-
lutely cleared. There are many more simi-
lar cases at Capeldene, but T will leave that
district and go en to describe what is hap-
pering at Balingap. The member for
Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) and I went to
Balingep and we listened to a number of
sorry tales. One man named Shenton put
£2,000 of his own money, including the
value of his gratvity bond and his deforred
pay inte his property. Yet he is still pre-
pared to go on. He told us that he had sent
six big sucks of onions to Perth and that
all he received for them was 4s. Gd.

Mr. A. Thomson: He was lucky that he
did not have to pay on them.

Mr. WILSON: What I am tclling the
House shows that these men are right up
against it. There is another ¢ase of a man
named Johnstone, and he is a digger of the
right kind. He has a family of 10.

The Premier: He is rich in one thing.

AMr. WILBOXN: And he needs to be rich
to keep such a family going. His holding
has cost him to date £3965, of which
his house represcents £1,800. No  settler
should be asked to pay such a big sum for
a house.

Mr, Pickering: They do not debit him
with that amount, do they?

Mr. WILSON: This man has an interest
bill to meet on £3,965. He has 85 acres
cleared, and there are 245 acres of dead
timber on the property. His bill fo the
Government, as T have stated, is £3,965 an1
he is practically ealled npon to pay £4 n
week in interest before he iz able to set ot
to make anvthing for himself. But that is
not the whole of his trouble. In the winter
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he cannot get to the other side of the town
becanse he has no boat to bring into ser-
vice, and his little children have to stay at
home because they are upable to go to
sehool,

The Colonial Secretary: And what do the
big children do?

M. WILBON: That is a matter that the
Minister will have to find@ out. Another
estate to whieh T wish to refer is the Caa-
cades. The member for Nelson asked some
questions about this property last session,
and the guestions which he put up have
been verified by the Government and by
the people down there. Let me quote the
case of a man named Hunter, who paid
£2 7s. an acre for 268 acres. The land was
not cleared; it was practically virgin coun-
try and some of it was unfenced. The de-
partment ¢leared 25 acres at a ecost of
£23 4s. 5d. an acre.

Mr. Harrison: Were the trees pulled
down and waa the land cleared?

Mr. J. H. Smith: Pulled down and
cleared right up.

Mr. WILSON: Hunter has given me hig
returns. He bas put all bis deferred pay
into the property and he is obliged {o take
on outside work in order to keep things
going. His gratuity bond is now going as
well. This is the return_which he has given
me. In Aungust 1921 he got for cream and
butter £2 13s. 94.; in September, £7 15a.
5d.; in October, £8 153. 1d.; in November,
£7 2s. 6d.; in December, £3 13s. 6d.; in
January, £1 8s. 6d., and in July £1 3s. For
honey he has received to date £9 1s. 9d.
The total comes to a little nnder £40.

Mr. Harrison: How many cows has he?t

The Premier: That man is on good land.

Mr, WILSON: The Premier would be the
firgt to apologise te him if he aaw how
that man was working. There are five or
six more cases of a similar nature, Every-
one in that distriet is charged £23 4s. 5d.
for having his land cleared in addition to
the amount paid for the land. George
Amphlett paid £¢4 16s. for his land and on
top of that £23 49. 5d. for clearing, prascti-
cally £28 an acre for hig land. I am not
going to say that the land cost too much
in the first instance, but I do say the eost
of clearing is excessive, #nd this is due to
the fact that the people who are sent down
there to do the work of clearing know
nothing about it. If Mr, Hugh Brockman
or Mr. Johnaou had heen in charge of the
elearing operations, I am snre the work
would have been done for less than half. I
wonld like to read a letter from Mr. God-
frey Hester to Hunter on the subject of the
clearing costs. Mr, Hester is one of the
most successful men in the district.

Mr. Pickering: He is an authority and
knows more about clearing than any man
in the SBouth-West.

The Premier: No one questions that.

Mr. WILSON: I aecept the assurance of
my friend the member for Sussex (Mr.
Pickering) that Mr. Hester is an authority.

[ASSEMBLY.}

Mr. J. H. Smith: Others have cleared
land for much less than that.
Mr. WILSON: The letter reada—

It would searcely be fair for me to put
anything like an exact proper price on
the wvalue for clearing the land at the
Cascades estate, but this I know for cer-
tain, that, taken as a whole, the land
should not cost more than £10 at the out-
side for clearing the heaviest of it, and
the lighter country about £5 per acre,
and taking the whole estate at Cascades
£8 would be a good heavy price to pay
for the clearing, and I ecould do the clear-
ing at that price, Want of practical
knowledge in clearing will easily over-
capitalise the proposal

That will be all T will have to say about
Cascades, T wish now to refer to another
estate at Hotham, and my attention was
drawn to it by. paragraphs which appeared in
gome of the papers. This is also an estate on
which returned soldiers have taken up blocks
and have suffered considerably. I believe
this estate was bought from a Mr, Brown at
30s. an acre. Before the war he offered it for
sale at £1 an acre, and it was turned down.
The member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
Johuston) will know something about it.
Mr. Johnston: It is not in my electorate.
Mr. Hickmott: It is in my electorate,

Mr. WILSON: The land has never had an
axe on it, QOue would bave thought that the

mere fact of the boys going to the war and
keeping this property safe for Mr. Brown
would have induced that gentleman to show
them consideration. But no; he squeezed
all he could out of the department for it.

Mr. Johneton: Be fair; he did a lot of
clearing in the meantime.

Mr. WILSON: That may bhe a0, but the
soldiers who took up blocks there complain
that they have paid too muech for the land.
Some of this land would be dear even at a
gift. I suppose Mr. Brown could not keep
even a eouple of rabbits on it, and he thought
that the sooner he got rid of it the better.
He came to the conclusion that he would
have o better chance now to get 30s. than he
had before the war of recriving £1,

The Premier: What did you say the price
was?

Mr., WILSON: Thirty shillings an acre.

The Premier: Who told you that?

My, WILSON: Of course I speak subject
to correction.

The Premier: Youn will be corrected, too.

Mr. Corboy: If 30s. was paid, the soldiers
gave too much.

The Premier: I do not know; T am ppeak-
ing from memaory.

Mr. WILSON: I have a paragraph from
the ¢ ‘Sunday Times,’' a most reliable paper.

Mr, Pickering: It is a pity the member for
North Perth is not present to hear you say
that.

Mr. WILSON: The paragraph reads:—

Many men who have taken up land on
repurchased estates under the soldier settle-
ment scheme now believe that they are pay-
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ing too great a price for tbeir blocks. The
price of the land to the soldier is governed
by the amount the Government paid for the
property. That being the case, it is felt in
some quarters that a move shovld be made
to ascertain whether the Government in the
first instance paid too great a price and, if
50, could not the settler secure a reduction
of the sum he has been asked to pay. At
its last meeting the R.8.L. executive had
before it a resolution from the Noombling
sub-branch for forwarding to the forth-
coming Federal congress in Brisbane,
secking a re-valuing of the Noombling re-
purchased estate with a view to a reduction

of the price. As it is & State and not a

Federal matter, the executive did not

eomply with the request to send it to the

Federal congress.

It was of no use bringing it before the
Federal congress because they could not re-
value cstates here. It is up to the people
here to re-value these eatates.

Bon. P. Collier: No one else has any
power.

Mr. WILSON: That is so. This is not the
first case of its kind. It has been done in this
State before this, and why should it not be
domne now?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It has been done by
a Parliament.

Mr. WILSON: Yes. The question is
whether, in years past, previous Governments
did not pay too much for repurchased
estates.

The Premier: We did and we wrote down
the values, and before long the land was
offered back to the Government for twice the
Pprice.

Mr. WILSON: The Premier admits that
he did.

The Premier: I did not do it, but it was
done.

Mr., WILSON: If the Government of the
day conld write down values for the people
who were here sponging on the Government,
surcly the Government could do it for these
men who fought for the country!?

The Premier: You have no right to say
they were sponging. Yon voted for the Bill.

Mr, WILSBON: T do not consider that the
present Government should carry the baby
entirely. Qur friends over the way should help
to do so. I believe the Federal Government
give £625 to each soldier for repatriation
purposes.

The Premier: They do not give a penny.

Mr. WILSON: They advance that sum,

The Minister for Mines: They lend it.

Mr. WILSON: T think this should be re-
pudiated. There are mhen in the wheat belt
and in the South-West who do not want one
penny that they are not entitled to, but there
arc these cases I have quoted and a hundred
more cases of their kind that want helping.
At EKojonup, the estate of Mr. Egan was
offered to the Government for about £4,000
and the Government turned it down. The
Government, however, purchased the neigh-
bouring estate, which was of inferior quality,
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at an eshanced price. Two scldiers have been
placed upon it, and at the price they cannot
make it pay. Their takings from the gheep
will never pay the interest on the money.
These points should be ¢leared np. Then we
have the cases at Harvey. I have letters
stating that the men at Harvey are not
baving a fair go. I bave a petition before
me signed by 30 men in that distriet, stating
that the following resolution was passed on
the 18th August:—

That this meeting of discharged soldier
settlers i3 of the opinion that the soldier
settlement scheme is doomed to failure,
unless there is a re-valmation of the laznd,
a new estimate of the cost of clearing, and
a revigion of the interest charges.

It was resolved that the petition he sent to
Parliament. T do not know that I shall pre-
sent it now, but it is here for members to
see. I have a letter from Colonel Spurge,
who gives a typieal case regarding the
Harvey-Hayward estate. He says—

This estate was repurchased in 1914 at
an average price of £3 10s. per acre. The
egtate was re-classified, resurveyed, and
broken np into small blocks of from 10 to
40 acres. The portion under review is
known ag Plain Paddock, A soldier settler
named E. Chard fook up an area of 66
acres in two blocks. For 26 acres the price
was £10 an acre and for the remaining 40
acres the price was £2 17s. 6d. .per acre,
a total of £375. The average price per
gsere was £5 13s5. 7%d., and yet the cost
to the Government in 1914 was £3 10a. per
acre. The soldier pays interest and £53
to the Government for the privilege of be-
ing repatriated. .

The Premier: I can assure you we do not
make anything out of it.

Mr, WILSON: No; the Government are
like the owners of gold and coal mines—their
overhead charges eat up everything.

The Premier: Not at all.

Mr. WILSON: Here is one phase I wish
to mention. T do not regard tree-pulling as
being The best method of elearing the land.
OF course, it ia a matter of opinion. When
trees have heen pulled, a tremendous time is
required to burn them off, and after the trees
have been burnt off, the land is left as full
of holes as Pozieres was of shell-holes. To
fill some of them in is the work of a day.
TFurther, when the trees are pulled, the roots
bring up all the worst of the clay to the
surface, and that portion of the land is prac-
tieally speilt. The land looks, may I say, as
if it had had small-pox—it iz so pitted.
T was in the eountry when the fire stick was
used. The old pioneers in the South-West
did mot go in for tree-vulling; they rung
the timber and nsed the fire stick. In Gipps-
land, Tasmania, and =11 the best-timbered
countries the fire stick has done the best
work. In this way there is returned to the
soil all that the tree had taken out of it,
the ashes of the tree making a good fertil-
iser. I do not wish to labour the question
unnecessarily, It is not one of those matters



508

which a member likes to take wp. T might
be asked why I have taken it up. The
answer is that T was approached, and anyone
willing to help our returned men would have
dene the same thing. The Country Party
are pledged to help the primary producers
and it is their duty to see that these men
get a fair deal

The Premier: It is a pity yom did not
mention all this to Mr, MeLarty before.

Mr. WILSON: Why ghould I be a jackal
to Mr, McLarty? I say nothing to the detri-
ment of that officer; he has the greatest re-
sponsibility of any man in this State and no
man is more capable of filling the position,
but he has too much to do.

Country Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. WILSON: He cannot be asked to in-
vestigate all these pinpricks. If a Royal Com-
mission is appointed, I shall not be a mem-
ber of it. I have had emough of eommiasions.

The Premier interjected.

Mr. WILSON: I can stand all the in-
ginuations about Royal Commission fecs.

The Premijer: I did not say that.

Mr. WILSON: I am satisfied the Premier
did not, but I can stand all that might be
said on those lines, So¢ long as these men
get a fair deal I do not care what is said,
but if anyore will argue that it is a fair
deal to charge men £23 4s. 5d. to elear land
that should cost only £8, then all I can say
is, ‘“Gold lelp his intelligence and his pa-
triotism.”’ My whole desire is to see that
the boys pet a fair deal. A man on a repur-
chased estate is not getting the same deal
that a man on conditional purchase land is
getting. It i3 a well-known fact that dud
cattle have been supplied.

The Premier: Dud milkers?

Mr. WILSON: Dud milkers and cows with
blind teats and everything else that was wrong.
One man informs me that he took six cows
from the station and only two of the sgix
were fit to milk. He explained that he kpew
nothing ahount cows but, after trying this lat,
he knew all about them, When our men re-
turned from the war, there was a spectacular
debauch of money. Men were sent down to
clear land irrespective of the cost. When
they went down on that debanch, they
thought the Government were paying.

The Premier: You should not reflect on
the soldiers in that way; they worked well,

Mr. WILSON: The soldiers know me too
well to put that construction on- my remarks.
The men thought they were doing well. They
cleared the land, as they thought, at the ex-
Jense of the Government. T admit that some sol-
diers ‘‘swung the lead’’ in France and there
are some who would swing it here. I believe
that no one would intentionally take down a
soldier farmer. The men, however, thought
they were working on day labour and they
put their hours in. When we find land cost-
ing £23 4a. 5d4. as against £8, it shows that
there is something radieally wrong aome-
where. I hope the Premier will realise the
necessity for appointing this Commission, It
is an inquiry which must come sooner or
later. The agitation for an inquiry has heen
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going on for the last six months, but so far
the Premier has heard only the first rumb-
lings of the coming storm. et me tell you,
My, Premier, that deputations were anxious
to meet you when yon were about to leave
for England. However, they were put off.
Without Jlabouring the matter further, 1
commend the motion to the Iouse.

Mr. PICKERING:

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

1 gecond the motion.

MOTION—RETIREMENT OF A, C.
KESSELL,

Te inguire by Scleet Committee.

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [5.34]: I
move—

That a select committee be appointed to
inquire inte all the cireumstances con-
nected with the retirement from the publie
service of Mr. A. C. Kessell, and his sub-
sequent treatment by the Government.

I make no apology for again opening up a
subjeet which has already been the caunse of
diseussion in this Chamber on various occa-
sions. When moving in the matter last ses-
sion I was not in possession of eertain facts
which have sinee come to my knowledge. 1
doubt whether I should feel justified in tak-
ing up the time of the House in the manner
I propose to do this afternoon, were it not
that the statements which I propose to lay
before hon. members are of a very serious
character. It is not my intention to tra-
verse ground which has already been tra-
versed in debate, not only by myself but by
other members. I merely desire now to cor-
rect myself on onc or two points with regard
to which I was in error when speaking on
this case last session, T then stated that so
far as I could find out, there was no direct
charge of dishonesty against A. €. Kessell
On going more closely inte the file, T have
come to the conclusion that if there is not
directly a charge of dishonesty recorded
against him, there is at least such an infer-
ence contained in cerfain remarks on the file.
That ecircumstance, I hold, warrants me in
again asking the House to consider the ne-
cessity for giving this man an opportunity to
¢lear himself. Certain statements appearing
on the file are of such a nature that they do,
in my opinion, affeet the man’s honour. He
holds hiz honour very highly, as every man
should; and I take it this House will readily
afford him an opportunity to defend himself.
Though the House has on several oecasions
diseussed the whole question, it has never yet
said that it i3 not prepared te give him a
henring and that right to vindicate himself
which every Rritisher should have. 1In the
past, hon. members have not considered that
in his behalf a case has heen made ont of
sufficient urgeney to demand sueh an inquiry
as a select committee would provide. The
statement which T now propose to read to the
House, and which is in the form of a etatu-
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tory deciaration, contains certain assertions
which I think will appeal to the reason of
hon. members and cause them to alter their
opinion as to the advisability of the appoint-
ment of a select committee. The document has
been sworn before the mayor of Perth as a
justiee.of the peace, and it reads as fol-
lows:—

I, Alfred Colenso Kessell, a justice of
the peace, and formerly secretary to the
Premier, and seeretary of the Western Aus-
tralian Government offices in London, and
now employed as confidential secretary, and
residing at Mt Hawthorn, do solemnly and
sincerely declare:—

1. That for a period of twelve years,
from 1902 to 1914, [ was secr¢tary to the
Premicr?’s office in Westetn Australia.

2, 1 hold high testimonials regarding
my service to the State from the present
Minister for Works (Hon. W, J. George).

3. Also from six successive Premiers, viz.,
the Hon. Sir Walter James, the late Hon.
H. Daglish, Sir Cornthwaite Rason, Sir
Newton Moore, the late Hon. Frapk Wil-
son, and Hon. J. Seaddan. These gentle-
men deseribed my service as having been
rendered in a loyal, intelligent, tactful, in-
dustrious, diligent, and wmethodical man-
ner.

4, That from 1814 to 1917, a period of
three years, I was secretary to the West-
ern Australian Government offices in Lon-
don, having been transferred from the
Premier’s office to that position.

5. The Agent General also described my
service a3 having been satisfactorily rem-
dered up to the date of my departare
from London.

6. Sir Henry Lefroy stated in Parlia-
ment that ‘‘there is nothing on reeord
derogatory to the name or gervice of Mr,
Kesszell,’’ whilst the present Premier (Sir
James Mitchell) has personally assured me
that he ‘‘knows my name and my serviee
are clean.’’

7. These gentlemen represented the only
departments to which I was attached in the
Government service.

8. T was suddenly retired from the ser-
vice by cable, without any warning, and
withoul any advice regarding the Aet or
section of an Act under whieh I was so
retired.

9, Naturally, in the conrse of such ser-
vice, and the cable advice being so incom-
plete, this ecame as a severe blow to me;
the effect of it was to leave myself and
family stranded in London, as no provi-
sion wns made for our return to Western
Australia.

10. Upon inguiry I was advised that the
Qovernment were under no obligation to
return myself and family to the State.

11. That T was not actually retired be-
;.;ause of being an ‘‘excess officer’’ is shown
y— -

{a) The fact that an *‘acting secre-
tary’’ was simultaneously appointed,

and three other persons lave since occu-

pied the same positior. Aeccording to a

statement made by the Public Service

Commissioner no inquiries were made by

cable from London as to who could best

be spared, or who might possibly be con-
sidered an ‘‘excess officer.’”’

(b) Before my retirement was cabled,
the Government were inviting applica-
tions in the State for another officer to
proceed to the Lomdon ageney.

(¢) Although I was supposed to be
retired as an ‘‘excess officer,”’ under &
scheme of reorganisation, my retirement
was cabled apparently before the Public
Serviee Commissioner received his com-
mission from His Excellency the Gover-
nor to proceed with such acheme of re-
organisation.

12, As the cable did not provide for—

(a} Any reasonable notice prior to Te-
tiremeat;

(b} Any salary or leave in lien of such
notice, as is customarily paid;

(e) Payment of salary until return to
the State;

{4) Payment for any unavoidable de-
tentions en route from England to West-
ern Australia; or

(e) The extension of my period of
service, with a view to granting a satis-
factory pension, owing to deprivation of
office,

I was foreed to ascertain my legal posi-
tion.

13. The Government appointed another
person as ‘‘acting secretary,’’ he then be-
ing a sick man, waiting for a short period
to elapse before his retirement, which actn-
ally came abent shortly after his appoint-
ment ag my succedsor.

14, Further, by retiring him, instead of
me, all cxpense to the State in returning
myself and family, and the subseguent
granting of a pension, wonld have been
avoided, had proper cable inquiries been
made from London before taking action.

15. Upon my arrival in Western Aus-
tralia I ealled upon the Pablic Service Com-
missioner who, after hearing my statement,
volunteered the remark, ‘‘Had I known the
conditions in London to be such as you
have revealed, I would never have sent
the cable.’’

16. The Hon. Frank Wilson, shortly
after my return, ealled me into his office
and snid: ‘‘Eessell, I realise that I made
a mistake in sending that eable, but T am
now a sick man, out of polities, and cannot
see how I can amend the mistake '’

17. Mr, Wilson informed me that he
moved in the direction of my retirement
beeause of private correspondence received
from ®ir Newton Moore, although all
official reports in regard to my service were
thoroughly  satisfactory. The TUnder
Preasurer {Mr. Black) also informed me
shortly after my return that during my
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gervice in London everything had reached
him through me, as secretary, in a most
satisfactory and complete manner.

. 18, Upon refireing from London I ap-
plied to see my file, which was first promised
by the Publie Service Commissioner’s
office, and then denied me. I had to wait
114 days before the same was obtainable
throegh Parliament.

19, I carefully perused the file when ob-
tainable, and I affixm that there is no
evidence thereon which would suggest that
I was an ‘‘cxcess officer,’! or that would
justify my retirement on that ground.

20. At the farewell given to me in Lon-
don, the newly appointed ‘‘acting secre-
tary’’ requested me to tell the Government
that he did not want the position; that
he was not egnal to the atrain; and that
they should send my successor as soon as
possible.

21. T have endeavoured to obtain a select
committee or independent inquiry, being
conscious of having remdered loyal and
§onsistent service in the positions which

held.

22, T fully believe that my retirement
was brought about because I refused to be
dishomest behin@ my employer’s baek, in
that, when asked for my views, and at
other times, I expreased disapproval of the
use of SBtate moneys for private and im-
proper purposes—

Point of Order.

The Premier: May I rise to a point of
order?
Mr.
order?

The Premier: It seems to me that this
statutory declaration aecuses people who are
not members of this House, accuses the Agent
General for the moment, I suppose, of dis-
honesty. Should an hon. member aceept a
declaration of that kind from Mr. Kessell,
or from anybody else, and bring it to this
House and read it out to the House? The
point of order is that I think a deelaration
containing such statements as are now being
read out should mnot be presented here, and
that the House should not reeeive such a
declaration,

Mr. Speaker: In reply to the Premier’s
point of order I must say that I have no
authority to prevent an hon. member from
reading any declaration to the House, My
hands are tied in that respect. I have looked
through tke Standing Orders, and also
through the text books and ‘‘May,’’ and ac-
cording to the authorities there is nothing to
prevent the levelling of such charges. I am
therefore bound to rule that the member for
Leederville is in order, I may say, however,
that it is a matter for the House. If the
House is of opinion that this declaration
should not be read, it is competent for an
hon. member to move to dissent from my
ruling.

Speaker: What is the point of
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Disgent from Ruling.

The Premier: I think the Housc ought
to consider the matter, and in order that
it may de so I move—

That this House dissents

Speaker’s ruling,

My reason for taking that step is just this:
a person outside this House could make a
statutery declaration concerning another per-
son outside this House, charging that other
peraon with any crime that a man can be
charged with, eay frand or even murder,
and without submitting any proofs——

Capt. Carter: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker

Mr. Speaker: Order! 1 must first dispose
of the Premier’s point of order.

The Premier: The person making the
c¢harge would, in such circumstances, escape
all rick of action for slander or defamation,
or indeed action of any kind, in respect of
such statements published in this way. In my
opinion, the House shounld take the matter
into comsideration and should determine that
such statements are not to be read here.
If Mr. Eessell wishes to make this statement,
charging somebody, apparently the Apgent
General, with fraud, then he ought to make
it publicly outside, in order that the
Agent Geoeral might have opportunity to
protect himself. Statements made in the
House are privileged, and the House onght
to determine that declarations containing
charges against & member of the House, or
a member of the publi¢, should not be read
here. It would bhe very dangerous if we
permitted sueh things. I should like to hear
the member for Kanowna {Hon. T. Walker)
on the snbject.

Hon. T. Walker: I hope the Premier will
withdraw his motion.

The Premier: I will not.

Hon. T, Walker: For this reason: this is
a ecourt, the higheat court in the land, the
high eourt of Parliament, It is a court to
which every citizen can present a petition
for the redress of grievances; and the same
course ean be taken in presenting a griev-
ance as is taken in any other court, namely,
by affidavit or declaration, or by a written
statement, Those statements may mnot be
true, It is really on the allegations that are
made in such declaration that the judgment
of the House ia to be exercised as to whether
or not it is necessary to have a select com-
mittee. There is no authority to prevent any
member presenting any grievance, even
though that grievance in its presentation
may have the effeet of a libel if uttered out-
side the Chamber.

The Premier: He can present a petition,
of conrse.

Hon. T. Walker: Well, what is a petition
but the expression given to a grievance, or
a claim to have a grievance redressed, whether
presented in written form or through the
mouth of a member of the Chamber? It is
open to any member to champion the cause
of any wronged citizen; that is to say, a
wronged eitizen to whom this Honse has
power to give redress. Consequently to ex-

from Mr.
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clude o statement of that kind—without ap-
proving of its taste or accuracy or any other
gualities it may or may not possgss—ex-
clusion of that statememt would be to cur-
tail the rights and opportunities of this
Chamber for the redress of grievances. There
is no authority in the whole of our Parlia-
mentary history, or rights and privileges of
such Chambers as this, no authority which
nmy friend the Premier ean quote to support
bim. It hds been the undoubted custom
to permit the nitmest latitude in this Cham-
ber, and for members to be free from the
exercise of common law or of the law of
libel, in order that they may have the nt-
most freedom of speech,

The Premier: Yes, if the member says
what he believes to be true; hut here he reads
a statement.

Hon, T. Walker: What is being done?
The case of Mr. Kesgell has been challenged
by the member for Leederville. In order
that ke may support his case he quotes a
declaration, He docs not vpuch for its ae-
ewracy. Nobody ean. But it is on its ae-
curacy or insccuracy that we decide whether
the claim of Kessell he entertained or dis-
missed,

Capt. Carter: That is the whole point.

Hon, T. Walker: The hon. member is say-
ing to this Chamber, ‘‘This is the e¢ase of
Kesgell.*’

Mr. Underwood: Shounll an impostor be
allowed to hold up this Chamber?

Hon. T. Walker: I do not know about that.
I am afraid it is very often done.

Mr. Underwood: He should not be allowed
to do so. )
* Hon. T. Walker: This is the gentleman
whom we heard last night wax eloquent
over the blessings of liberty! The member
for Leederville is exercising his rights, is not

outside his rights, THe may have a
bad e¢ase, but it is for the HHouse to
judge after they have heard that case.

He may bave a good case. The Honse can
judge when they have heard him. But such
materials as constitute the ease he is fully
entitled to place before the House without
limitation or restrietion, Every authority of
Parliamentary practice afirms that.

Mr. Underwood: You are quite wrong.

Hon. T. Walker: Therefore, T trust that,
rather than put the House to a division,
the Premier will withd@raw his motion.

Hon. P. Collier: I believe with my colleague
the member for Kanowna, that you, 8ir, have
no alternative but to rule that the member for
Leederville i3 in order. There is nothing
in our Standing Orders or the rules govern-
ing debate in this Chamber to prevent the hon.
member from reading the declaration if he
so desires. It is entirely a queation of pro-
priety, a question for the hon. member’s own
judgment, whether in the eircumstances he
ought to read such a declaration. But I eall
attention to this point: there is a great dif-
ference between a member having the ab-
solute right of free apeech without the pos-
sibility of any charge for libel lying against
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him, betwen the rights of a member, and the
rights of an outside, private citizen being able
to use this House as a vehicldé to Libel some
other citizen. It may be that the hon. mem-
ber wants to read this declaration in order to
establish his ease for the appointment of s
seleet committee, or that Mr. Kessell, in order
to obtain this inquiry, fcels that be is justi-
fied in making such a declaration. But there
ig a very great difference between the actien
of Mr, Kessell in signing a declaration and
having it published outside and so taking the
responsthility for it, and his signing a de-
claration and getting a member to read it in
the House, where he himself is free from re-
spongihility.

Hon. T. Walker: He is not free on that
point. Anybody who signe a statement takes
an oath, and if it is false he is liable in law.

Hon. P. Collier: Even though it is read
only in the House?

Hon. T. Walker: TYes.
Hon. P. Collier: Then he takes the respon-
aibility. Tf Mr. Kessell takes the responsi.

bilities for it, although it is read only in the
House, just as he would take the responsi-
bilities if it were read outside, them, of course,
he is entitled to have it read.

The Premier: Why did he not publish it in
a mewspaper?

Hon. P. Collier: T do not suppose he would
get any newspaper to publish it, for the news-
papet would be responsible if it were libellous.

Mr. Bimons: It would cost a newspaper
£5,000 to publish that.

Hon, P. Collier: However, it i3 a matter
for the judgment of the hon. member as to
whether the document ought to be read.

Mr, Richardson: Does not the declaration
become the property of the House when it is
read here?

Hon, P. Collier: TYes.

Mr. Riehardson: Then it becomes publie.

Hon. P. Collier: Certainly.

The Colonial Secretary: Is not the swear-
ing of such a declaration equivalent to publi-
eation?

Hon, T. Walker: Yes, it is the taking of
an oath on 2 material matter.

Hon. P, Collier: Then in that respect Mr.
Kessell takes the responsibilities. In the main,
T agree with the Premier as to the ethies re-
vealed in the signing of a deelaration charg-
ing a man, not only not a member of this
House, but not cven in the State, and so not
in a position to defend himself, or at least
not until many months lIater.

Mr. Stobbs: The motion ig that your rul-
ing be disagrecd with. The Premier would be
well advised to withdraw the motion, for
every member must support the Speaker’s rul-
ing, since therc is nothing in the Standing
Orders to prevent an hon. member from read-
ing a declaration if he thinka fit. We have
no right to question that.

Mr. Simons: T3 there any precedent or rul-
ing to indiecate to us whether the reading of
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& statement in the House constitutes publica-
tion? ‘

Mr. Speaker: I have no precedent to
guide me in the matier, We do know that
the prozeedings of Parliament are public,
and that members can make any statement
they like in Parliament under the privileges
of the House, and defy the law. I have
looked for something to guide me, but can
find notbing. I do not know of any case
of this kind having cropped wp in any Par-
liameni in Australia,

Mr., Simons: I would like to know
whether a person, having charges to make
against anolher person but being afraid to
make them in the ovdinary way, might not
wse 3 member of Parliament—I do uot say
that is the case in this instance—as an
iretrument by which to express some libel-
lous statement.

My, Speaker: The only answer I can give
to the hon. member is based on what I have
gethered since 1 became a member of Par-
Lament, as to the functions of a member
of Parliament, I feel that Parliament was
given certain authority on the understand-
ing thul nv member of it would ever
attempt to abuse his privileges. I have
already pointed out to the House that I
had no other course than to rule that the
member for Leederville was in order in
reading the declaration in question, and to
tell the House that I left the matter en-
tirely to members, It is for members to
decide whether they will allow the declara-
tivn to be nsed for this particular purpose
or not.

Mr. Mullany : 1 should like to know
whether, in the event of the mewmber for
Leederville being permitted to read this
sworn declaration, and using it as evidence,
before what the member for Kanowna re-
ferred to as the highest court in the land,
that document would then become the
property of the House and be left in the
custody of the House. The member for
Kanowna bhas said that the person who
signed a declaration of this sort containing
statements that were subsequently proved
to be false rendered himself liahle to
prosecution for perjury. So far as I know
there is only one copy of the declaration in
existence, If that is to he used here as
evidence and is saubsequently removed, how
would there be any evidence against the
person who signed the declaration iu the
event of there being subsequent proceed-
ings in the court®

Han, 'T. Walker: Tt must be laid on the
Table.

My. Speaker: T will read a passage from
f'May’’ which is apropns of the point
under discussion—

If a member should say nothing dis-
respectful to the House or to the Chair,
or personally opprobrions to other mem-
bers, or in violation of other rules of the
House, he may state whatever he thinks
fit in debate, however offensive it may
be to the feelings. or injurious to the

‘less the
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character, of individuais; and he is pro-
tected by his privilege from any action
for libel, as well as from any other ques-
tion or molestation. In the case of an
action brought in the Irish courts against
a member of the House of Commons for
words spoken in the House, the court,
being satisfied that those words consti-
tuted the cause of action, ordered that
the writ and statement should be taken
off the records of the eccurt, the ecourt
having no jurisdietion in the matter,

Hon. T. Walker: Thay is protection for
fhe member,

Capt. Carter: I hope the Premier will not
proceed withk his motion. I tried to make
it clear that I did not attempt to place this
watter again before Parliament until after
I had perused the statement in question.
That statement has been made in the form
of an oath hefore a Justice of the Peacs,
the Mayor of Perth, T have an additional
topy here, and awm prepared to place it upon
the Table of the House, if you rule that I
must do so. I do not think there is any-
thing in the statement other than those
things which Mr, Kessell states are facts,
and in my opinion these facts make it in-
eumbent upen me to place the matter bhe-
fore the House. ¥ hope your ruling will ba
upheld and that I may he permitted to read
the remainder of the declaration.

Mr. Speaker: The member for Kanowna
bhas stated that when a paper has been
read it becomes the property of the House
and should be laid on the Table. That
would apply if a Minister read it. It has
been ruled in the House that =2 private
member cannot lay a paper on the Table.

Hon. T. Walker: It has been ruled, in re-
ference to Government and official papers,
that they must come from the proper source.

Mr. Speaker: Tt has been ruled in the
House that a private member camnot lay a
paper on the Table,

The Premier: If an hon. memher is per-
mitted to read a declaration by any person
who likes to make one, a dangerous situation
may arise. Any unserupulous person outside
the House, who Jesires to take away the char-
acter of any other person in the State, can do
g0 if he is able to prevail upon some hon.
member to read a statement made by him.

Mr, Gorboy: Do you think he could prevail
upon any member here to do it?

The Premier: Someone might persuade
even the hon., member to read a document
which contaired not an atom of truth. Un-
House decides that this doecument
cannot be read, it can be read, and any other
gimilar document may he read, attacking any-
one upon any subject. Tt can thus safely be
presented to members of the Youse, and in
that way passed om to the publie.

Capt. Carter: That depends upon the dis-
cretion of the private member.

The Premier: Yes.

Capt. Carter: T ask the House to accept my
indgment in this matter.
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Hon. T. Walker: It is true there are
dangers, but that is the ruling.

The Premier: The Standing Orders are
silent on the point. I know the hon, member
who desires to read this declaration believes
that the man who made it bas been unfairly
treated, and that he is only actuated by the
highest motives in bringing this declaration
to the House and asking for the appointment
of a select committee, It is a dangerous thing
for any member to accept a statcment charg-
ing other persons with fraud or any other
crime unless he is eertain the statement he in-
tends to read is true.

Mr, Corboy: He should satisfy himself
on the point, if posasible,

The Premier: It is impossible for any in-
dividual to satisfy himself that a man at this
end of the world, ebarging ancther at the
other end of the world, is speaking the truth.

Capt. Carter: I rise to a point of order.
In his remarks the Premier presupposes that
I have mot inquired as to whether the indi-
vidual in question believes what he says is
true,

Mr. Corboy: You said you took no respon-
sibilities.

Capt. Carter: I have satisfied mysclf that
this document shonld be read to the House.

Mr, Speaker: L do mot gee where the point
of order comes in, The hon. member did in-
- dicate that he was not vouching for the ac-
euracy of the declaration.

Capt. Carter: T take the.remarks of the
Premier as a reflection upon my judgment.

Mr. Speaker: I do not think ome was in-
tended. ’

Hon. P. Collier: Necessarily, you do not
vouch for the accuracy of the deeclaration.

Motion (that the Speaker’s ruling be dis-
gented from) put and a divisior taken with
the following resunlt—

Ayes .. . .. 6
Noes .. . .. 26
Majority against .. 20
AYEB.
Mr. Denton Mr, Sampson
Mr, Manon Mr, J. Themson
Bir James Mitcbelt Mr. Mullany
-(Teller.)
NoEB.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Jobnston
Mr, Angwin Mr, Latham
Mr. Carter Mr. Lutey
Mr. Cheason Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Colller Mr. Pickering
Mr. Corboy Mr. Richardson
Mrs. Cowan Mr. Simons
Mr. Davies Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Durack Mr. A, Thomsoa
Mr. Gibson Mr. Underwood
Mr, Harrlson i Mr, Walker
Mr. Heron I Mr. Wlilson
Mr, Hickmott ' Mr. Munsle
(TeBler.)

Motion thus negatived.
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Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.p.

Debate resumed.

Capt. CARTER: Before the tea adjourn-
went I had read about half of the statutory
declaration of A. C. Kessell. I will read
again the paragraph during which the point
of order arose, so that members may take
np the thread of the declaration—

22, I fully belicve that my retirement
was brought about becanse I refased to
be dishonest behind my employer’s back,
in that, when asked for my views, and
at other times, I expressed disapproval
of the use of the State monies for private
and improper purposes and, consequently,
refused to sign improper vouchers. As
pl:nof of this, I Thereby solmenly state
that—

(a) I refused to sign accounts or
vouchers which represented expenditurs
of State money for private purposes

(b) I refused to approve of private ex-
penditure being incurred, and then
charged to the Department of the pres-
ent Minister for Works (Hon. W. J.
George), i.e., State Sawmnills,

(e) I refused to approve of private
expenditure being imcurred, and then
charged to the Hon. Mr. Colebatch’s
(then) Department, ie., State Steam-
ship Service.

(d) I refused to approve of private

expenditure being incurred, and then

charged to the Premicr’s and Colenial

Treasurer’s Department.

(e) T refused to approve of private
expenditure being ineurred, and then
charged to the Colonial Secretary’s De-
partment, ie, Immigration.

(f) I disapproved of a siclkk Minister
visiting London being debited with cer-
tain expenditure whereas other amounts
had been privately expended, and
charged up in a manmer whith gave no
indieation as to who was rerpomsible for
such expenditure,

(g) I disapproved of incurring expen-
diture for motor cary and taxis from time
to time when there was a State.owned
car which should have been (but was
not) available for official purposes, or
even for visiting wounded Western Ans-
tralian soldiers in hospital.

(h) I disapproved of the decoration
of a private house out of State funds,

(i) I disapproved of expenditure in
connection with private lunchecons being
debited to the State, particularly when
there was no ‘‘entertainment allow-
anee.’?

(i} I disapproved, when asked for my
view, of the letting of two furnished
rooms in the Agent General's offices, at
a ridieonlous rental, including the services
of a competent typiste, the cost of the
Intter alone being within £3 of the total
amount to be received as amnnual rental
for the said two offices. I also disap-
proved of certain remissions of this low
rental.
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(k) I disapproved of an oftice clerk
and one of the typistes being occupied
so extensively for private affairs, whilst
paid for by the State.

(1) I expressed the Foregoing disap-

provals in my capacity of Secretary and
certifying officer, appointed by the Col-
onia] Treasurer’s Department.
23. Before leaving Perth, I was in-
structed to do my best to effect economies
wherever possible, and although my efforts
were aided by and approved from time to
time by the accountant, I failed to receive
the support of the Agent General

24, T had recommended a scheme un-
der which extensive economies could have
been effected some time before my retire-
ment eame about. This Sir Newton Moore
ignored, but it has since been carried out.

25. In comnection with a certain official
matter, a cheque for £250 was apparently
needlessly drawn, and such sum, I was in-
formed at the time [ wasg instructed to
draw the cheque, would find ite way into
certain private pockets.

26. Because in the courte of my official
duty T saw fit to act conscientiously in all
these: matters, yet withal merely respect-
fully expressing my official and personal
view regarding expenditure and the wrong-
fnl or misleading representation of same
to the State, I became a ‘“marked man’’
by Sir Newton Moore, who endeavoured
{on his own subsequent admission) to
bring about my removal through private
eorrespondence.

27. I find, also, upon a perusal of the
file, that it contains a statement in a min-
ute by Mr. James Gardiner, which went
before Cabinet, to the effect that *‘Kessell
accepted £70, instead of £40, and said noth-
ing, with no suggaption of an error, which
he well knows, ; ! Yhig amounts to a charge
of dishonesty, and I submit that it must
necessarily have misled Cabinet; its in-
aecuracy can be incontrovertibly demon-
strated.

28. Further, in addition to Cabinet be-
ing apparently misled by the nature of the
minute referred to, the file shows that a
cable which had been received from the
present Agent General (Sir James Con-
nolly) suggested that a eable which had
been sent to me, and purporting to be
gigned by certain gentlemen representing
various sections of the community, was not,
in fact, signed by them. This is tanta-
mount to a charge of the gravest nature.
The Agent General’s eable was read to me,
in the Premier’s office, by Sir Henry Le-
froy and T immediately refuted the charge
or ingsinuation by production of the cable
message bearing the original signatures of
the gentlemen referred to. Sir Henry Le-
froy then expressed his conviction that the
cable was genuine. I, therefore, say that
this grave charge made by Sir James Con-
nolly has been and can again be incon-
trovertibly refuted.

29. In connection with my retirement,
Sir Newton Mopore offered to ship my furni-

ture fo the State freight free; I ncver
asked for this to be dome. This offer to
ship the furniture was voluntarily made by
Sir Newton Moore, and was one which I,
quite naturally, gratefully accepted. The
offer is confirmed by Sir Henry Lefroy’s
telegram to the Prime Minister, which is
on the file.

30. In dve course the said Ffurniture
was shipped hy a Commonwealth vessel
and the bill for freight rendered to me.
I declined to pay, pleading ‘‘no liability'’
and ‘‘inability,’' and concurred in a writ
being taken out hy the Commonwealth
Government againat the State Government
and Kessell conjointly, in order that the
matter in dispute might be determined in a
eourt of law,

31. Ag soon a3 my counscl entered an
appearance to the writ, the State Govern-
ment, without notifying wme, paid the
freight, and then, by way of a ‘‘set-off,’’
at first withheld the whole of my pension,
and later on one-half theréof wuntil such
time as the full amount shall have been
received by them.

I paid all charges, other than freight, as
promised by me before leaving London.

33. I consider that the foregoing mat-
ters relating to implied dishonesty, misre-
presentation, and the withholding of the
pension granted to me by His Majesty
the King for faithful service, comstitute
persecution, for which there is no justifi-
eation whatscever. Moreover, the whole of
my civil service career dispels any such in-
nuendoes.

34. TFurthermore, this persecution has
had most serious effects in the financial and
business circles with which I have hitherto
deait, and has compelled me to make known
for the firgt time, in my own defenge, the
facts set out in this declaration.

35. Ome act of careful attention to ad-
ministration on my part (when there was
no Agent Gemneral in daily attendanee, or
even at times, for ten minutes in a week)
led to the Government receiving over
£30,000, yet the Agent General never gave
me credit for same. This can be incon-
trovertibly proved. Moreover, it must be
remembered that for about eighteen
months the Agent General was practically
fiout of touch’’ with the London office,
which entailed great responsibility and care
on the part of the Secrctary.

37. That I did my duty conscientionsly
and to the satisfaction of those interested
is evidenced by the fact that over sixty
{60) people representing every cection of
the Western Australian ecommupity in
London, voluntarily subscribed to a testi-
monial certifying to my ability and cour-
teous attention to their requirements from
time to time.

And I make this solemn declaration by
virtue of Section 106 of ‘*The Evidence
Act, 1906.%°

(8gd.) A. C. KESSELL.
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Declared at Perth, this 9th day of
Mareh, 1922, before me——

(8gd.) W. F. LATHLAIN,

(Justice of the Peace and Mayor of
the City of Perth in the State of West-
ern Australia).

[Stamp.]

The document from which 1 have read ia not
the original statutory deelaration, but a copy.
It was my intention, however, to band to the
Premier the original document signed by Kes-
sell, the original statutory declaration. I be.
lieve that the man himself has stated the ease
in what he regards as a perfectly open,
straightforward, and honest manner, If there
is anything to hide, then I do not wish to be
assoeiated with the matter. I have taken up
the ease again this session only becaunse of
the extraordinary nature of the charges made
in the declaration. Tn handing the original
declaration to the Premier, I do so out of
respect for the opinions expressed by various
hon. members who spoke on the point of order
raised by the Premier, What those hon. mem-
bers have stated has led me to believe that it
would be in the best interests of the House
that the original document should be laid on
the Table throngh the medium of the Pre-
mier. That this matter is not merely a pri-
vate vendetin or guarrel is proved by the fact
that, after certain research, it has been taken
op by other people than the individval con-
eerned. In this connection I quote the fol-
lowing letter, dated the 25th November, 1921,
from the gencral secretary of the Civil Ser.
viee Association of Western Australia:—

Dear Mr. Kessell,—At the monthly meet-
ing of my counei! held last night, reference
wns made to Captain Carter’s motion in
the Assembly for a select committee to in-
quire into and report upon your retirement
from the secretaryship to the London
ageney. The council expressed the unani-
mous opinion that the assoeiation would
weleome the fullest inquiry into this mat-
ter, and authorised me to convey this opin-
ion to the Press. Rather than write direct
to the Press, I have concleded that it would
perhaps meet the case better to aequaint
you with the council’s attitude, leaving it
to yourself to make what use of this letter
you think best.

The main argument I desire to place beforc
the House is contained in that letter. The
charpes made in the statutory deelaration are
of such a mature that it is iemmbent vpon
the Government to see that they are ventil-
ated, and that this individual is given one
clear chance to stand his trial and refute, if
he possibly can, every allegation and innun-
endo made against him, and to clear away
the misunderstandings that at present snr-
round his name. I do not wish to labour the
question any further, but I do hope the House
will seriously consider the position, because
the declaration which I have been privileged
to read to the House is of such a serious
character &8s to call for immediate action. I
trust, therefore, that the House will grant
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Kepzell this inquiry, an inquiry which will
throw the light of day on all the charges
which he has laid against individuals who un-
fortunately are not in the State at the pre-
sent time. 1t is not my intention to say more,
except to plead with members on both sides
of the Chamber who have heard the declara-
tion to give this man an opportunity to clear
himgelf,
Mr. JOHNSTON: I second the motion.

[Resolved: That motions be continned.]

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell
—Northam) [7.45]: I have not had an op-
portunity of perusing the contents of the de-
¢laration read by the member for Leederville.
The charges, however, are of so serioug a
character, that I think the House should
direet that an inquiry be held. T need not
discuss the matter at any great length. The
charges are of so serious a character that I
think the House should direct that a Royal
Commission be appointed to inguire into
them.

Hon. T. Walker: Not a seleet committee?

The PREMIER: No, 1 Royal Commission.
It would be fair to all, to Mr. Keseell, and
certainly to the people charged with so much
wrongdoing, We should appoint a Royal
Commission; if possible, the Commissioner
shonid be a Judge of the Supreme Court.

Mr. Corhoy: Will that be to inquire only
into the charges?

The PREMIER: No. lnto the whole ques-
tion. T do not belicve there is an atom of
truth in any of the charges this man has lev-
elled against the late Agent Generzl

Mr. O’Loghlen: He will be able to answer
the charges.

The PREMIER: Of courzse, Mr. Keasell
will have to appear before the Royal Commis-
sion, and he will be ‘exnmined on odth. He
will bave to be responsible for the statements
he makes, and if he makes statements that
are untrue, he will have to answer for them.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Witnesses have to he
8Warn.

The PREMIER: In my opinion, this man
has been treated gencrously by the Govern-
ment and by the Agent General. It is a very
strange thing that when Sir Newton Moore
wanted to debit up expenses in conneetion
with his work as Agent General, this high and
mighty official objected! :

Hon. P. Collier: The office boy objected’

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Parliament made a
grant for entertainments.

The PREMIER: This man objected!
He considered he wag higher than the Agent
General and the (overnment! He was
supremsa!

Hon. P. Collier:
conld have allowed it!

The PREMIER: When it ecomes to a
matter, however, of £400 to bring his Furni-
ture to Western Australia, of course, it was
not an illegal aet. That was not wrong.
He had already got an allowance of £40.
Hn had already drawn that amount. In fact,

One wonders how he
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he managed to get £70. The amount for the
:pnvcyance. of furnifure is fixed by regula-
ion.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: That is not a fair
way to put it

The PREMIER: I say it is fair.
going to put it that way.

Mr. MacCallum Smith:
enmstances.

The PREMIER: I know them a good deal
better than the hon. member. When it comes
tc a8 question of the Agent General saying
that he will take the furniture to Western
Ausgtralia free, it is apparently a perfectly
legal thing. It was true that it was thought
that the furniture might come by the ¢‘ Kan-
garoo,’” It did not eome out by that vessel,
but by another hoat.

Mr. MacCallum Smith:
know,

The PREMIER: I do not believe the
Agent General promised that the furniture
would be brought out without eost. I know
it i3 against the repulations to allow more
than a fixed amount for that sort of thing.
T will not discuss the matter at any length.
We have discussed it time and again. Let
us appoint a Royal Commission to go into
the whole matter. We will get behind the
trath and get to finality. I do not lmow
why, when a man is retired from the Civil
Service, we always have the question brought
up.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: Why is this man
retired and given a pension?

Mr, Jobnston: A young man too!

Hon, W. C. Angwin: He could have gone
back to the Railway Department.

The PREMIER: If an injustice has been
done, it should be inquired into. I do not
think any injustiece has been dome. It seems
to me that there is no reason why the Crown
ghould continue to employ an officer when it
is felt by these in authority that he is no
longer filling his position satisfaetorily. Why
should the Crown keep suech a man? The
member for North Perth (Mr. MacCallum
Smith) does not keep a man in his employ,
when he does not wish to do so.

Mr. Corboy: He eannot keep those in his
employ whom he wants to.

The PREMIER: It is probably fortunate
for so young a man to have a pension. If
he has ability—and there is no doubt that
he has ability

Capt. Carter: He has shown that ability
under six Premiers.

The PREMIER: At any rate, he has been
retired on a pension. I ask the House to
apree to the appointment of a Royal Com-
migsion., I do not think any good can result
from discussing this matter at any lengih
this evening. In view of the serious charpes
mzde against an honourable man like Sir
Newton Moore, no hon. member would ques-
tion for one moment the wisdom of appoint-
ing a Royal Commission. We shall be doing
justice to Sir Newton Moore. I repeat that
I do not believe there is one word of truth in

I am

I know the cir-

Kessell did not
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the charges against that genileman, I move

an amendment—

That the words ‘‘a select committee’’
be struck out and ‘‘in the opinion of this
House a Royal Commission should’! be in-
serted in lieu,

Capt. CARTER {Leederville—on amend-
ment) [7.53]): I thank the Premier for the
view he has taken of the question, I do not
aIt(:lgether agre¢ with certain words he bas
used.

Hon. T. Walker: Are you speaking on the
amendment ?

Capt. CARTER: Yes, I am not speaking
in reply. I concur in the Premier’s sug-
gestion beecanse I believe that, with such a
person as the Premier has mentioned, namely
a Supreme Court judge, or some individual
of high standing, there will be no question
left in the minds of the public, of Kessell
or of amy individual concerned, that the
matter has not been properly inquired into.
That is all I ask. If the course suggested
Ly the Premier be followed, then my work
iy done., I am perfectly satisfied. I think
I am right in stating that a2 man with 12
years' service under six different Premiers,
must have evideneced a certain amount of
ahility, and that must have dwindled——

Mr. SPEAKER: That has nothing to do
with the amendinent. The hon. member can-
not reply at this stage. If he wishes to re-
Ply I must be satisficd that no other hon.
member wishes to speak,

Capt. CARTER: I do not wish to reply
at this stage. I accept thc amendment.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [8.55]): I
desire to say only a few words. I agree that
the charges contained in the document read
by the member for Leederville are of so
serious a character as to warrant the most
searching investigation. To do that it will
be necessary to have at least a Royal Com-
mission. I am concerned, however, as to how
any Royal Commission can be appointed:

The SPEAEKER: The hon. member had
better leave that aspect until 1 put the amend-
ment.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is relevant, be-
eause I wish to disewss how the Royal
Commission ean deal with it.

The SPEAKER: That is all right.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I want to be satiafied
that a Royal Commission will be able to
carry out the work. 1In this case un-
fortunately one of the persons concerned
iz in Loudon.

Mr. Mann: Two are in Londen.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Perhaps three.

Hon. P, COLLIER: That ig so.

Mr. MaeCallum Smith: There are a good
many witnesses in London too.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am mnot aware
whetlier the Royal Commissioner’s Powers
Act provides for a Royal Commission
taking evidence on commission. I would
not offer a definite opinion on the matter,
hut, 30 far a3 I koow, a Rayal Commis-
sioner wilt not have that power. He will
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be able to examine Kessell and any other
witnesses in this State who can give evidence
bearing on this question.

Mr. MacOallim Smith:
Commissioner go to London{

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the matter is to be
gifted thoroughly, he may require evidence
from London.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Anyhow, the accounts
are here.

The Premier: I think a Royal Com-
missioner can take evidence on commission.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Documents bearing on
the case are in the State.

Mr. Mann: The matter of the cablegram
¢an be investigated here,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Apart altogether from
the evidence that may be extracted by a
reference to the files and documents, there
will he the other most important factor,
namely, the evidence of the man who is
charged with these offences. This is one
of the most sgerious, if not the most
perious of the charges that have been levelled
gince I have becn a3 member of this
House. When an Agent General is
c¢harged with the wmisappropriation of
public moneys for private reasons, it must
be recognised that nothing more sericus eould
be charged against a public man. It is in-
eumbent upen us to see that the matter is
thoroughly sifted to the bottom, and that
every opportunity will be afforded to the
individual concerned to give evidence before
the Royal Commission or to put his views
before anyone we may appoint.

Mr. Money: That would be provided for in
the terms of appointment of the Royal Com-
migsion.

Hoxn. P. COLLIER: That will not be pro-
vided for. The scope of the inquiry will be
included in the terms of the Royal Commisgion
but that will not enable the Commissioner, if
there is no other power, to take evidence on
commission:

Hon. T. Walker: Outside the State.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The terms of the Com-
misgion will not cenable evidence to be
taken outside the State. However, it is
futile for us to diseuss that now. I rose
only to bring before the House the possi-
bility of baving a full and thorough in-
vestigation, and the question wheather it
will be possible to have a Royal Commis-
sion to take evidence in England. No
inquiry can be complete without the
evidence of Bir Newton MMoore and others
at present in London.

Amendment put and passed.
Question, as amended, agreed to.

Can the Royal

MOTTON—RAVENSTHORPE SMELTERS,
PRIVY COUNCIL APPEAL.

Mr. CORBOY (¥ilgarn} [8.1}: I move—

That in the opinion of the Hounse the

decision of the Government, as publiely

announced, to appeal to the Privy Council

against the decision of the High Court of
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Australia in the matter of McNeil and
Bernales versus the Crown is unwarranted,
and should not be proceeded with,

I do not intend to traverse the ground we
went over last séssion, but I wish to reiterate
the request I then made, and have repeatedly
made to the Ministry outside the Chamber,
namely, that they go into the whole guestion
closely and examine the position to see if
they cannot realise that by prosecuting fur-
ther appeals they are merely throwing good
moncy after bad in eosts. In approaching
Ministers on this question I have found a
good deal of diffieulty. Prior to the Pre-
mier’s departure for England T proposed to
him an offer for a settlement in this case, and
pointed out that a settlement on the basis
suggested would mean to the Government a
saving of £10,000 on the verdict. That was
subsequent to Mr. Justice Burnside’s decision.
The offer was not accepted. The appeal to
the High Court of Australia was persisted in.
I want to refer to the remarks of the judges
of that court, to portions of their judgment,
and to the attitude of the Government, In
taking the ecase to the High Court of Aus-
tralia the Government put up the plea of the
Crown Suits Aect in respect of the first five
eampaigns on which they were being sued
for fraued, the plea that the Crown Suits Act
debarred action on the part of the plaintiffs.
The remarks of some of the judges respect-
ing this plea throws light on what is thought
by others of this point raised by the Crown.
Having presented that point to the ecourt,
counsel for the Crown was asked by the
Chief Justice whether the attitude of the
Government did not mean this: ‘“You con-
tend,’’ said the Chief Justice, ‘‘that the
Government, having stolen the money, intend
to.keep it¥’’ In my opinion that i3 a most
serions remark when made by a Chief Jus-
tice of the Commonwealth.

The Premier: You know that we have not
a penny of that money.

Mr, CORBOY: I have heard the Premier
say that before, but I have not yet hed a
satisfactory answer to a question I asked in
the House last session. There was then lying
in the Treasury, under the heading of State
Smelter Receipts in Suspense, an amount ap-
proximately equalling the amount in dispute.
The Premicr will remember that when I asked
him for the details of that amount and what
moneys it represented, his reply was that it
was not considered good pelicy to disclose
what those moneys represented. If the Pre-
mier wishes to be fair with this thing, he
will tell us what that money represents. On
the Premier’s own plea that the Crown were
merely agents for the ore producers, any
moneys lying in suspense must belong to the
producers,

The Premier: They have had it all, every
penny of it, so I am informed.

Mr. CORBOY: The Premier is also in-
formed that the amount involved is £80,000,
whereas, in faet, it is £55,000.
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The Premier: Still, that is a big sum.

Mr. CORBOY: Yes, but it shows how un-
reliable is the information you are getting.

The Premier: But you may be wrong.

Mr. CORBOY: That is so. I am gtill
waiting for a satisfactory explanation of the
business. The Premier has not shown where
my figures were wrong last year.

The Premier: Another tribunal, represent-
ing both parties, has dealt with the matter,
and you have got full information mow. You
will remember that it is still before the
conrt.

Mr. CORBOY: I am aware of that. I
wish to make a public appeal to the Premier
not to go on what he is informed, but to
investigate the matter for himself. If he dces
that, I am convineed he will @rop the appeal.
I do not wish to go over the details in re-
spect of those campaigns, but I want to
repeat one or two of the comments of the
judges. Mr. Justice Starke said—

The aceount sent to the ore getters is

wrong in this Tase by reason of fraud.

If the account is wrong by reason of frand,
then whether the account was sent out by the
Minister or by a servant of the Crown, it is
fraud on behalf of the Crowm, which is the
same thing, When judges use snch expres-
sions, it shows that the Government’s casze
must be fairly hopeless. All will agree that
it is useless spending thousands more in &
Privy Council appeal.

The Premier: T know that the people ¢laim-
ing the money wish us to stop.

Mr. CORBOY: I do not think Mr, MeXNeil
would wish it, because if he wins you have
to pay him 8 per cent. interest for the whole
time. It is better interest than he can get
anywhere eclse, and probably he is mnot in
want of a pound or two in the meantime,
But there are in the Ravensthorpe district
many people hard up against it, men to whom
the disbursement of thia money would make
a preat difference. I have in mind one man
with nine children, who is having a great
struggle to get even food, clothing being out
of the question. They are all in rags. Under
this claim he is due for £1,600. 1t must be
remembered that there arc others begides Mr.
McNeil involved in this case, T appeal to
the Premier to give it his persona! attention.

The Premier: It has already had a good
deal of that.

Mr. CORBOY: But not sufficient: I have
not any particolar love for Mr. de Bernales
or one or two others in the ease. They fought
very bitterly against me at the last election,
but that does not affeet the validity of their
claim. The judges of the High Court in
Melbourne appealed to counsel for the Crown
to endeavour to get our Government to with-
draw the plea of the Crown Suits Act. Conn-
sel wired over here. The Premier being out
of the State, Mr. Colebatch dealt with the
matter. Counsel thereupon informed the
court that a reply to the question had been
received from Western Australia to the
effect that if the court decided in
favour of the Crown or the Statute
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of Limitations, it wonld not seek to retain
the mouney the right to which would be
Statute barred, and that the amount for the
whole period would be adjusted on the bagis
that was determined to be correst. In other
words,. Cnbinet had decided that if on those
campaigns which did pot come within the
Crown Suits plea, the court decided in favour
of MeNeil and de Bernales, the Government
would settle for the whole nine campaigns on
that basis. Mr. Colebateh made a statement
which is reported as follows in the news-
papers of the 22nd March—

The Acting Premier (Mr. H, P. Cole-
bateh) commented yesterday om the tele-
graphed report from Melbourne of proceed-
ings during the Fall High Court’s con.
sideration of an appesl against Mr, Justice
Burnside’s judgment in the case of Neil
MecNeil and Claude de Bernales v, the
Crown. ‘A telegram was received by the
Government on Monday afternoon with re-
ference to this case,’’ said Mr. Colebatch.
‘‘The telegram asked if the Government
would stand on its legal rights and refuse
payment in respect of certain portions of
the ¢laim on the ground that the claim was
not entered in the time prescribed by Seec-
tion 37 of the Crown Snits Act. The tcle-
gram was brought under my notice by the
Solicitor General (Mr. W, F. Sayer). I at
on¢e approved of his recommendation that
a reply should be sent that the Government
would not stand on its legal rights in ths
way suggested, but would observe the spirit
of the judgment of the Court, whatever it
might be.

The Government were being sned in re-
speet of compaigns one to nine inclusive,
and the High Court decided that Me-
Neil and de Bernales were mnot entitled
to succeed on the first five—governed by
the Statute of Limitations—buot that they
did suceced on the remaining four, on
which they had sued in time, If Mr.
Colebateh’s statement meant snything at all,
it meant that the Government were going to
abide by the spirit of the judgment, and
weuld, therefore, pay on the whole of the
nine campaigns. Yet, as soom as the High
Court delivered judgment and ruled that the
Governmeni were entitled to succeed on their
appeal on the first five campaigns under the
Crown Suits Act, the Minister for Mines told
me that the Government did not mean {hat
at all, that they intended to retain the moneys
they had got for the firat five campaigns, and
pay on only the remaining four, if on any.
If that position is taken up by the Ministry,
it is an improper one. The Ministry gave a
definite assurance to the High Court that they
would pay on the spirit of the judgment,
whatever it might be. Mr. Colebateh, in his
public statement, gave a definite assurance
that the Government would not retain money
to which they were entitled only by reason of
the Crown Suits Act. Yet the Minister for
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Mines told me that the Government intend to
retain the momeys on the first five cam-
paigns. I want an assurance from the Pre-
mier thai, even if this case does go to the
Privy Council and the Government lose it,
they will stick to the guarantee given to the
High Court and the statement of Mr. Cole-
batch that the apirit of the judgment would
be ohserved. In dealing with this matter last
session, I mentioned what had been said by
Mr. Justice Burnside in his judgment. He
said definitely that the action of the manager
of the State smelters at Ravensthorpe, Mr.
Shepherd, in conjunction with the State Min-
ing Engineer, undoubtedly constituted fraud,

Mr. MaeCallnm Smith: And he ig still em-
ployed by the Government.

Mr. CORBOY: Me iz employed by a board
on which the Government are represented, and
the Minijster for Mines is at present on his
way to see him.

Mr. MacCallum Smith;
of the Government, anyhow.

The Premier: I thought he had left the
State?

Mr. CORBOY: T wish to refer to the sepa-
rate judgment in the High Court of Mr. Jus-
tice Isaacs, who said— .

Though no more money was deducted than

Shepherd and Montgomery believed the

vendors were linble to bear for total ex-

penses, the course adopted was wholly im-

proper.

The Premier:
fraud.

Mr. CORBOY: Perhaps the Premier will
find it is not very different from fraud before
I have finished quoting the judgment. It ¢on-
tinued—

It deceived and was intended to deceive
the vendors.

If that is not fraud, I do not know what is.
It led them to think the Government still
regarded the regulation smelting charges
as binding and complete, and that the
actual costs of vealisation as distinguished
from smelting were higher than they
really were. It was intended to induee
the vendors to believe they had no reason
to challenge the Governwent’s construe-
tion of fhe August notice, and the in-
uvement suceeeded, If the figures had
been  truthfully arranged, the vendors
cow!ld and probably would have there and
then challenged the deduction and as it
appears with suceess. I was fraudulent
nutwithstanding the motive. Whether in
law this is fraud whieh can be imputed
legally to the Crown, I do mot find it
necessary to decide. 1 will add only twe
nbservations, I do not think that the
subsequent eveants such as the deputa-
tions and balance sheets ¢an be taken
from any standpoint as sufficicntly dis-
charging the obligation of displacieg the
false belicf intentionally c¢reated by the
untrue eosts of realisation.

He is a nominee

That Is very different from
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Further on Mr, Justice Isaacs said—

The essential of a sufficient disclosure
is that either it should in fact suecess-
fully econvey to the mind of the party to
whom the misrepresentation was made
that it wag a misrepresentation, and
what the truth was in substance, or that
the disclosure should be such as is calen-
lated to convey that information to a
person in his position. The second
observation is this: Governments may be
expected, if not as a matter of law, at
any rate of conduct, in litigions matters
to set a very high standard., In the
course of the argument, I asked the
learned coungsel for the Crown what
course the Crown would adopt with
reapect to the first five campaigns if the
¢ourt toolk the view that the final pay-
ments for those campaigns were less than
the contractusl obligations between the
parties justified, and yet that Section 37
was fatal to the claim. The answer was
to the effeet that the Government would
in that case voluntarily apply to the first
five campaigna the same rule as the court
applied to the later campaigns, subject
to not treating the 3s. 6d. per unit as
fixed realisation,

There is a definite statement by Mr, Justice
Isaacs that the High Court was given =a
definite guarantee that the Government
would voluntarily pay on the first five cam-
paigns if the court decided in favour of
MeNeil and de Bernales on the last four,
even though the Crown won on the Crown
Suits Aet. I want a reiteration by the
FPremier of that guarantee.

The Premier: Do you?

My, CORBOY: The Premier says ‘‘Do
you,’’ as if he does not intend to give it.
If the Cabinet are prepared to go back on
their word to the High Court, their word
is not worth avything. 1f the Premier goes
back on the word of the acting Premier and
his enllcagues given to the High Court dur-
ing his absemce in England, he would go
back on anything,

The Premier: I have not said T will.
are a very good pleader, though,

Mr. CORBOY: I wish T could so plead
with the Premier as to induce him to go
personally into this matter. He wounld find
that the Government were not employing
particularly brilliant people at that time.
If the Premier personally investigated the
matter, he would drop all thought of
appealing te the Privy Couneil. I de not
wish te labour the question. Enough was
said during the discussion lagt session to
disclose what took place, but the Govern-
ment should not waste money in costa on
a Privy Council appeal. The remarks of
the High Court judgzes and of Mr. Justice
Burngide are sufficient to eonvinece any
réasonable man that it is impossible to win
the case af the Privy Council. The worst
possible thing the Government could do
wonld be to withdraw from the guarantee
given to the High Court. If the Minister

You
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for Mines is not uader s misapprehension,
and if Cabinet have decided to back out of
their promise given to the High Court, then
the Government are unworthy of a
moment’s consideration at the hands of
the country. I .believe the Premier will
not attempt to back out of a definite
promise of this nature. When Cabinet
realise that the High Court was given an
assurance and accepted it as a guarantee,
they will not attempt te break their word.

On motion by the Premier, debate
adjourned.

MOTION—NARROGIN-DWARDA
RAILWAY.

To inquire by select committee,

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly) [8.23]: I
nove—

That a sclect committee he appointed to
inquire into the advisability of construet-
ing the Narrogin-Dwarda railway, and that
all work on that line be suspended pend-
ing the report of committee.

In moving this motion T am actuated
by zno motive, personal or otherwise. I
am moving it solely in the interests
of the State. This railway has been
authorised by Parliament and, unfortu-
nately, some work has been done on it,
but I countend that in the best interests
of the State, the time is not opportune to
build the line. The railway will be about
34 miles in length and the estimated cost
is £4,000 per mile, or a total of £136,000,
It was admitted by the Minister for Rail-
ways and other members when the rail-
way was authorised that it would not be
of any particular benefit to the community.
The particular object in authorising it was
to link up the South-Western and Great
Southern Railways,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Who admitted that?

Mr. HICKMOTT: [ think the hon, mem-
her did,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: No, I did not.

fl\[r. Johnston: It is the first T have heard
of it,

Mr. HICKMOTT: T have heard it from
several members, T think the member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W, (. Ang-
win) mentioned the other night that the
object of the line was for the better work-
ing of the railway system.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That was one point
in its favour,

Mr. HICKMOTT: Tbat is a partial ad-
mission. 1 have since heen in comnunica-
tion with the Commissioner of Railways
and heads of the Railway Department, and
they sax that the new line will be of no bene-
fit whatever to the Working Railways. They
say that the pgrades are sc steep on the
Dwarda-Pinjarra line that it wonld be im-
nossible to haul a load over that line if the
new railway were built.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, Johnston: To whom did they say thatf

Mr., HICKMOTT: To me, and a series of
questions asked in anotber place last week
fully bear out that statment. The questions
and answers read—

What is the steepest grade on the rail-
way ling from Pinjarra to Narrogin going
east, via Dwarda?—One in 30.

What is the stecpest grade on the same
line from XNarrogin to PYinjarra going
west?—One in 40.

What i3 the steepest gradc on the line
from Perth to Narrogin via Spencer’s
Brook, and what is the steepest grade on
the same line from Narrogin to Perthi—
Ome in 45 in the ranges, but the general
ruling grade is one in GO.

What is the difference in tonnage that
an engineg would take to Narregin via
Spencer’s Brook versus via Pinjarra and
Dwarda?—A class ‘“M*’ locomotive would
take to Narrogin via Spencer’s Brook 275
tons; from Pinjarra via Dwarda, 140
tons.

What is the difference in tonnage that
the same engine would take from Narrogin
to Perth via Spencer's Brook versus Pir-
jarraf—A class ‘M’ locomotive would
take from Narrogin via Spencer’s Brook
370 tons; from Nuarrogin to Pinjarra via
Dwarda, 235 tons.

Do the Commissioner and the heads of
branches of the Railway Department con-
gider that the linking up the railway from
Dwarda to Narrogin would assist in the
economical working of the Government rail-
way system?-—-No.

Those answers are plain enough, and they
come from the people who would have to
work the new line. T think this information
provides conclusive avidence that the line
would not be of much use; in faet the heads
of departments have told me personally that
if the line were constructed, they wenld still
pull their loads en the main trunk line, the
Great Southern, and would allow any differ-
ence of toennage on that line.

Mr, Johnston: Those are the grades on the
existing lines. .

Mr. HICKMOTT: Those are the grades
on the route which would have te he fal-
lowed; there is no other way. This work
involves the useless expenditure of a very
large sum of money which, in the present
state of the finances, conld be used to much
greater advantage in other directions.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: What would he the
saving?

Mr. HTCREMOTT:
Fremantle.

The Premier: The people who would he
served are nearer to Bunbury, are thev not?

Ay, MaeCallum  Smith:  Could not the
grade be altered?

AMr. HTCKMOTT: Fach pert should have

the tonnace naturally due to it. Bunbury is
the nearest port to Narrogin, and all the

Thirty-four miles to
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tonnage to the south of Narrogin should by
rights go to Bunbury, There are four or five
railvays already linked up with Narrogin,
and the line we are now diseussing will serve
no useful purpose. It will not open up any
new country that is not already served by
some existing railway. The people along the
Dwarda line are served by that line, and
those farther away arc served by the Great
Southern line. The advisory bhoard recom-
mnended a line along the Hotham Valley to
serve soldier settlements there. The line
should be stopped and caneelled at once. )
am supported in this view by numbers of
letters and telegrams which I have received.

Mr., Harrison: Do you know the distriet
personally?

Mr. HICKMOTT: Yes,

Mr, Johmston: Have you been through it
from Narrogin?

Mr. HICKMOTT: No. There are two
large estates on the western side of the pro-
posed line, and one on ther Dwarda-Pinjarra
tine. Only three or four people would he
served by this extension. If a select com-
mittee is appointed and it is found necessary
to proceed with the work, it will not have
been long delayed by reason of this motion.

Mr. LATHAM (York): I second the mo-
tion.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.35]: I wish the hon. member had
been more frank in regard to this railway.
When the line was _passed by Parlisment,
there waas considerable discussion as to
whether it should not be diverted to a point
in his distriet. It was thonght by many that
the line should terminate at a point in that
electorate.

Mr, Hickmott: It iz in it now.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: No, it is at a dead
end. The matter was left in the hands of
departmental officials, The Government did
not say where the line should terminate. Mr.
Babington, the engineer, in the course of his
report said:—

The proposed extension of this railway at
first looks a simple matter from a local
point of view, Three propositions present
themselves to my mind, viz, to cover up
with existing linems, either at Williams,
Narrogin, or some other point on the Great
Southern railway, say at Pingelly or Pop-
anynning.

Are those places in the hon. member's dis-
trict?

Mr. Hickmott: Yes.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The report con-
tinues:—

But outside of parochial influence this

matter should be considered in a more com-

prehensive manner. I think it is to be duly
recognised that at some future time the
traffic will warrant a trunk line being con-
structed from Narrogin or Brookton to

Armadale, and this contingency must not be

lost sight of ; and I further desire to point

out that in coupling up this line (Hotham
railway) practically no new country will be
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opened up. The distance from the present
terminus (Dampier) to Williams as the crow
flies is 21%}} miles, and from the same point
to the Great Southern railway ig 26%% miles.
Considering all the circumstances, I beg to
sugpest that the opinion of the Working
Railways as to the point of linking up the
railway should bear the greatest weight. I
have no hesitation in recommending that the
Dampier extension should he taken to
Narrogin, if it be decmed necessary from a
Working Railways point of view to extend
the line; otherwise I see no urgency for the
extension at present, as I have already
pointed out it will not practically develop
any extra area of country, and although
it will convenience many farms, will not add
anything more directly to the revenue.

Mr. Latham: That is the point.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The matter was
submitted te the Railway Department, which
recommended Narrogin, The department has
depdts there, and pointed out it would im-
crease the cost to have several depdts along
the railway. The recommendation of the
department was carried into effect. The hon.
member gaid there was no land that would be
served by this line. In dealing with this
question in December, 1914, T said:—

‘Within a 12-mile radius of the proposed
line there are 133,000 acres alienated and

45,000 acres not alienated. Of this latter

ares 6,000 acres are firat class, 13,000 acres

second class, and 26,000 acres third class
land.
There was, therefore, some land within a
12-mile radius of this line.

Mr. Harrison: Does that refer to land
already served by a railway?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: This is information
which came from the files. 1t is the area
given by the officials that would have heen
served by the extension of the line at the
time. There was a difference of opinion ag
to where the line should junetion. The mem-
ber for the district at the time thought it
should go to Brookton. It was thought that
within some reasonable time the railway would
be carried on to Narrogin, where there is a
railway depbt.

Mr, Money: Have You seen the more recent
repart of the Railway Advisory Board?

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWTN: T have to deal with
the reports placed before Parliament when
the construction of the line was approved.
It was approved by Parliament on the recom-
mendation of the officera.

Mr. Johnston: And the advisory board.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Of course. The
people who were settled in the district, and
those who tnok up the 45000 acres, were
guaranteed that the line would be constructed.

Mr. Hickmott: There are not 45,000 acres
not served by a railway.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: At the time there
were 45,000 acres not alienated within a
12-mile radives of the line. We must keep
faith with those people. I am not prepared to
say that there is any immediate necessity to
construct the line, but the railway engincers
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stated that Narrogin was the place where it
should terminate.

Mr. Money: Now they say it is noi the
place.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If the Railway
Department had their way, not another mile
of railway would be built until the land ad-
Jjoining the existing railways is properly used.

Mr. Money: There is some sense in that.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: They may change
their minds mext year.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: These are the con-
ditions under which the constrvetion of the
line was approved by Parliament. A definite
promise was given to those persons residing
near the line. The member for Pingelly now
desires that we should break that promise.
Hiz ome aim is to violate the promise which
Parliament made.

Mr. Hickmott: You are wrong.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
asks in hig motion that work on the line should
be suspended.

. Mr. Latham: That does not mean a repeal
of the Act.

Mr. Harrison: It means holding it up.

Hon. W, ¢. ANGWIN: It may mean stop-
ping the work for many years. The Act was
passed in 1914, and it is eight years since
this promise was made. Owing to the war,
and the fact that the wrong Government eame
into office, the line has not been constructed.
Had we remained in office all the railways
passed in that year would have been built,
and the indebtedness of the State would not
have increased to the amount it has to-day.
It was necessary at the time that the line
ghould go to its proper junetion, and
that there should not he a dead end.
Tt was considered advantageous to the work-
ing of the railway system that this line
should go on to a jumetion. What the posi-
tion is now, I do not know, not being in the
confidence of the Railway Department.

Mr. Johnston: There has never been a
railway repudiation Act yet in this State.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
will have an opportunity of addressing him-
self to the question later,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am not permitted
to discusa other parts of the State or other
railways, T am allowed to discuss only what
is in the motion. Once Parliament has given
a promise, that promise ehould be ecarried
ont, We may have made a mistake—I do
not know—but the mistake, if made, was made
on the advice of officials of the Railway De-
partment and the Public Works Department.
Those officials advised what they then con-
sidered best in the interests of the railway
syatem.

Mr. Harrigon: A good deal nf water has
run under the bridges since 1914,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Merely because
eight years have elapsed are we to appoint
a seleet committee to inquire into every ome
of these railways which bave been author-
fsed? If one anthorised railway is wrong,
another may be wrong. Is a select commit-
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tee to be appointed in every instance? Tbe
member for Avon (My. Harrison) may argue
in that way; I will not. 1f the hon. member
thinks that railway communication is re
quired by a district to which Parliament has
not yet granted that faeility, then he should
ask for a select committee in every case. |1
regret that after eight years, after settlers
have takem up 45,000 acres of land in the
distriet on the faith of Parliament’s approval
of this railway, any member, and gspecially
a member of the Country Party, should ask
that the construction of the railway Dbe sus-
pended.

On wmotion
journed.

by the Premier debate ad-

MOTION—PATRIOTIC FUNDS
CONSOLIDATION.

To inquire by Royal Commission.

Lieut.-Colonel DENTON (Moore) ([8.51]:
I move—

That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that a Royal Commission without
pay should be appointed to inquire ianto
the amounts of funds collected during the
war by varions bodies and organisations for
the purpose of assisting soldiers and their
dependants within the State, and into the
disposal of surplus funds, if any, held by
the various bodies and organisations since
Declaration of Peace Day, June, 1919,
with the objeet of comsolidating all the
funds of the various bodies into one com-
mon fund to be under the control of three
trustees, to be appointed, ome from the
Returned Soldiers’ Leagne, one from the
combined bodies and organisations, and
one by the Government.

I asked a question on this subjeet as far
back as the 21st December, 1921, The Pre-
mier then was good emough to say that he
would give the matter due consideration.
Since then quife a lot of water has ron under
the bridges, and we are still in the same
position, We still have no assurance from
the Premier that the funds will be consoli-
dated. Tt may astonish hon. members to
learn that various bodies and associztions in
this State eollected for the soldiers a sum
of nearly 1% millions sterling. Such was
the sum subseribed by the good peonle of
this State for the troops at the front, A
list that I hold in my hand shows the total
of the collectiona ns £1,148156 8a. 4d. Not
for one moment do T suggest that this money
has not been spent wisely and well;: but it
is believed that after three years of pence
some of that money is still available. T wisk
to know how much. I regret to have to say
that there are in this State quite a number
of distressed soldiers. We should not have
that distress amongst them, becanse they went
away to fulf) a eertain obligation, whilst our
obligations to them have been gradually lost
sight of. Out of that sum of £1,000,000 odd
surely there is something remaining. At a
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recent congress of returned soldiers held in
the Eastern States this business was brought
up, at the instance of a delegate from this
State. We were first in the field, and we
ought te put our house in order. Nobody can
gainsay that during the war Western Aus-
tralia bore her sharc of the burden. We have
now in our midst a number of wingies and
stumpies—80 in all—who are walking about
locking for work. Surely out of that enor-
moug amommt of money collecied there must
be something available to help these poer
fellows with. We did not send them away in
order that they should come back maimed
and de-titute. These men fought for us, amd
I am :anxiouns to see that they receive justice,
Mv. Cornell went across to the returned sol-
dicrs’ conference, and there he suggesten
what I brought wp here cight months upo.
However, we are still in the same position.
‘While the Premier was in Eagland Mr, Wil-
gon and I interviewed another gentleman on
this subject, hut we got no satisfaction. We
have no satisfaction up to date. T may refer
to the Victorian AIF. Canteen Fund, which
was administered by a  gentleman name!
Loekyer, formerly Collector of Customs in
Vietoria. All matters connected with that
fund have been entirely clearéd np, as is shown
by papers which [ have bhere available for
the inspection of hon. members. Ag regards
our Western Australian funds we are not in
that position. We de not know where we are.
T repeat, I do not for one moment wish to
suggest that therc is anything whatsoever
wrong with the administration of these funds;
but we do want the matter settled. For the
sake of those 80 maimed men we want the
funds finalised. T am sure the Premier is
with us in the desire to have the matter
cleared up. I originally moved in the matter
Iast year, and now we are getting well on
to 1923, and nothing has been dome. The
time is ripe for having the whole thing
thoroughly ventilated, and I do not in-
tend to sit quiet until that has been done.
T'o show the need for action, let me give one
instance of a fund collected at Bunbury. The
Bunbury children put in their pennies and
twopences towards a ‘‘Soldiers’ Toothbrush
Fund,’’ which reached a total of £5. I am
informed that there iz at present 73, 6d. in
that fund. For the soldier not one sou was
spent. The fund was built up, and then it
was absorbed by bank fees. Did those chil-
dren think they were contributing to a bank,
or did they think they were contributing to the
soldiera$

Mr. Clydesdale: Very few banks made that
charge.

Lieut.-Colonel DENTON: I know that, but
the faet remains that out of a sum of £5 col-
lected by small children for the soldiers a
sum of 7s. 6d. remains in the bank and the
rest is gone, without any portion of it having
been spent for the benefit of the soldiers. 1
do not wish to labounr the gquestion; I do not
think I ought to. The case is pre-eminently
one ealling for inquiry; something must be
done in the matter. In my opiniom, a Royal

211

523

Commission should be appointed to finalise
the funds und put the whole matier in proper
order.
Mr.
motion.

LATHAM (York): I second the

The 'REMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell
—Northam) [9.0): The member for Moorc
(Lieut.-Colonel Denton) asks the House to
agree to the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission to inquire concerning all amounts col-
lected by all bodies and persons throughout
Woestern Australia during the war.

Lisut.-Colonel Denton: I can give you that,

The PREMIER: That is what the hon.
member asks shall be done. He asks that the
Royal Commission shall lock into this ques-
tion, and, I suppose, make a close examination
of all accounts to see that the funds have been
properly disposed of. That will be a pretty
big order. These funds have been collected in
cvery centre from Wyndham to Euela. Is it
the intention that the Royal Commission shall
visit all these centres?

Mr. Clydesdale: If so, you should transfer
this work to the Forests Commission.

The PREMIER: Apparently the members
of that Commission are busy enough now
writing their report. This thing is to be done
thoroughty.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: We have asked for
this information for a long time.

The PREMIER: The Commission is to be
given powers of inquiry which are very wide.
If there is any sarplus in hand, the people
who collected the money during the war
should hand it over fo one ecommon authority.
Many of these funds were started during the
war period and some were for the provision of
gand bags, and se on. With the termination
of the war the object for which those funds
were raised, ceased to exist. There ean be no
further need for those funds, and probably
gsome of the money in hand ean be used for
maimed and distressed soldiers. I suppose a
lot of that money has been nsed in that direc-
tion.

Lieut.-Colenel Denton:
seme land.

The PREMTER: That is so. I have no ob-
jeetion to the funds which have been collected
being amalgamated. T suppose those who col-
lected the funds would have no objection to
that.

Licut.-C'olonel Denton: Why should they?

The PREMTIER: Probably they would be
glad to get rid of the funds in the eircum
stances. The Government, of course, bave no
right now to eall upon these peeple fo hand
over the funds to some central authority.
Even if the inquiry be held, it will probably
be found necessary to furnish the Government
with power to make the people hand over
the funds. T do not know why the remain-
ing balances should not be collected.

Lieut.-Colenel Denton: I know it is not a
very popular proposal.

The PREMTER: [ do uwot know that. 1
have not heard any expression of opinion om
the point. For my part, I have no objection

You had to sell
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to it. Probably it may not be popular if it is
thought to put these people who good-natur-
edly collected the money and put the funds
into the bank for safety, to a lot of trouble
at this stage. For my part, I think it easy
to go so far as to make it unlikely that any-
one in the future will undertake to collect
funds unless he has an aceouatant with him.
Perhaps it is possible to go so far that the
move will do no good.

Licut.-Colonel Denton: I do not think so.

The PREMIER: At the present time, a Jot
of ladies go rovnd collecting money in shil-
lings and other small sums, and it would be
impossible for them to say who gave them the
money.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But those people hand
over the money to a few, and tho money does
not belong to those few to do with it what
they like.

The PREMIER: If the money, when
handed over, is entered up in books, it is a
different thing, but we do not want to dis-
courage people from doing this work.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: That is so.

The PREMIER: T have no objection to
raige to the proposal to find out what the
balances are and whether they ave being
used for soldiers, In some cases, I presume,
the funds ate being used to help distressed
soldiers in the various eentres. If the funds
are being properly used for the purposes for
which they were intended, then T do not
think we can get control of them. If, for
instance, there is a fund in Wagin which is
being used to help distressed men there, it
should not be necessary to take control of
that money. I think a select committee would
serve the purposes of the member for Moore
just as weil as a Royal Commission.

Ilon. P. Collier: It is really work for an
aceountant.

The PREMIER: T told the hon., member
that a long time ago, but more than that was
wanted. Those who are concerned in this
matter want to hold the inquiry rather than
simply advertise for information through an
acconntant.

Hon. P. Collier: It is too late to do any
more than that now.

The PREMIER: T do not know whether
that is so, but I think that if some inquiry
is to be made, a select committee could be
appointed. I told the member for Moore
that he wanted an accountant. I thought at
first that we wonld require an Act of Par-
liament to compel people to notify the funds
held by them. The hon. member did not
think that was necessary. He suggested that
if an inguiry were carried out, it would be
better. I think if a select commitiee were to
act with power to employ an aeeountant, the
matter could be simply adjusted.

Mr. Angelo: Would an accountant be neces-
sary? This should be a very simple matier.

Hon, P. Collier: Very simple, of course!

The PREMIER: The motion is for an in-
quiry inte the disposal of these funds dur-
ing the war.

Hon. P. Collier: No, it refers to surplus
funds.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: The motion aims at an
inguiry into the funds collected by various
bodies during the war. I presume it i3 meant
that this mav extend to an audit of the books
of thoge bodies.

Hon. P. Collier: 1 do not think so.

The PREMIER: It clearly indicates that.

Mr, Latham: The inquiry should show what
the funds have been used for,

The PREMIER: T have no objection to
raise to sueh an inquiry, If the people have
money in hand still, I do not think they
will objeet to give information,

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: If they collected
one and a quarter million pounds, there
must he some left.

The PREMIER: T think the wording of
the motion could be altered. There should
be an inquiry to ascertain the balance remain-
ing. It could be made a wuch simpler mat-
ter.

Lieut-Colonel Denton: You have not read
the motion correctly.

The PREMIER: I have read the motion.
The motion aims at an inquiry into the
amount of funds collected by varioua bodies
and organisations during the war for the
purpose of assisting soldiers and their de-
pendants within the State and as to the
disposal of surplus funds.

Tieut-Colonel Denton: Tf any.

The PREMIER: Then the hon. member
asked for authority to compel those bodies
to hand the funde over to a central organ-
isation, to Dbe controlled by three trustees,
I have no objection to the appointment of a
select committee or Reyal Commission, even
if that is what is wanted.

Mr. WILSON (Collie) [9.10]: I snpport
the motion. When I spgke regarding the
appointment of a seleet committee to denl
with the war gratuity bonds, I made certain
statements which were true then and are true
to-day. I may be pardoned if T refer to
those remarks again.

The Tremier: Tell us what you want
done.

Mr. WILSON: T did not interrupt the
Premier when he was speaking.

The Premier: You were not here.

Mr. WILSON: Let the Premier have a
little pattence and I will tell him what we
want, On the oceasion I refer to, T said—

I believe there are a lot more things to
be cleared up arising out of the war, T
say thiz advisedly, that as a result of
mauy of the activities during the war,
money was eollected from various sources
to help win the war and help relatives
of goldiers.
I then sugpested that the time had arrived
when such money should be pooled. The
member for Moore took the question up and
in Dacember last he brought forward a motion
on all fours with that before the House to-
night. A question was asked along these
lines and the Premier said that he would
give the matter consideration. Sir James
Mitehell went overseas and T presume the
matter was overlooked.
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The kremier: We had no power to act.

Mr. WILSON: When we found the matter
had been overlooked, Lient-Colonel Denton,
Mr. Richardson and I saw the Acting Pre-
mier, Mr. Colebatch, and put the case be-
fore him. A statement showing that 114
millions had been handled was presented to
Mr. Colebateh.

The Premier:
lected.

Mr. WILSON: Mr. Colebateh told us he
would give consideration to the matter. He
sxid that he would have certain inquiries
made. We have not been informed as to the
result of those inquiries. The deputation
waited upon the Acting Premier sgain and
he told us he would go into the matter and
see what could be done. We suggested
that a Royal Commission sheuld be appointed
because we felt we would get better results
by that means, As we got no advice from
the Acting Premier subsequently, on the 23rd
June we sent the following letter to Mr, Cole-
batch—

Further to our recent interviews with you
in rcgard to the comsolidation of the War
Patriotic Funds, we desire to bring under
your notice that, although we have both in-
terviewed you on several occasions, so far
we have not heen able to receive any
reply to these visits. The matter has now
been going on for quite a long time; in-
deed, it was brought up, as you are awsare,
in the House in December last. We would
be glad if you would give ns an immediate
reply, as we feel that it is in the best in-
terests of the subscribers to these funds
that the matter be finalised forthwith. Tn
conclugion, we desire that the matler re-
ccive your earliest coneiderationm.

At that time we suggested that we knew of
gsome funds not on the big list. The member
for Perth (Mr. Mann) knows that as soon as
the question was asked last December, he re-
ceived a sum of money from Brown Hill with
8 request that he, as a member of the
¢¢Uplies,”’’ shonld distribute some £15. That
has been dome, and the soldiers have had the
benefit of the money. But while one organi-
sation helding money has proved to have a
eongcienee, it i3 possible there are others
with no conscience. The member for Moore
(Lieut-Col. Denten) speke of a eertain
fund in Bunbury. When I was in Benbury
last March electioneering, Mr. George Clarke,
an ex-Mayor of Bunbury, said to me, **T ree
Col. Denton and you are moving in the mat-
ter of the patriotic funds. Yon are on the
right track. I am a trustee of two funds, and
I do not know where to send the money. With
Mr. Logan, T am trustee of the sand bag
fund, with £30 odd at credit. Then we have
another fund. Some young ladies .and schoot
children conceived the brilliant idea of organ-
ising a tooth brush fund. About £5 was
colleetedl and vested in me and two other trus-
tees. However, one young lady went off and
got married without leaving her address, and

That was the amount col-

in consequence no money has been withdrawn
from the fund. Nevertheless, only 7s. 6d. is
lett.”" T said to Mr. Clarke, ‘‘ Where has the
vest gone to.’’ Mr. Clarke said, ‘‘The bank
charges have eaten up the balanee.”” I
reported that to the War Gratuity Bonds
Commission. They were a bit seceptical
about any bank eating up bawbees collected
by children for the benefit of soldiers. Wa
sent the following Ietter to Mr. Clarke:—

You will remember that when I was in
Bunbury a few weeks ago in company with
Mr. Jackson, electioneering, you gave me
certain information about the Sandbag and
Tooth Brush Fund, including the fact that
you are a trustee of both funds. Col. Den-
ton and I shall be pleased if you will sup-
ply us with details, confidentially or other-
wise.

This wag Mr. Clarke’s reply:—

I have to inform you that the amount iy-
ing to the credit of the S8and Bag Fund at
the Bank of Australasia in Bunbury is
£31 4=, 104., Messrs. Clarke and Logan be-
ing the trustees. The other fund is a few
pence in credit, but this will be used to
pay the cost of keeping the account at the
Tnion Bank.

If most of the funds had been eonducted the
same as the Tooth Brush Fund., there would
be no money at all to pool. It has been said
that we are out to create an atmosphers of
distrust among thogse who have collected
money. Nothing is further from our inten-
tions. Tt is only right that all the odds and
ends of these various funds shonld now he
paoled so that those for whom they were col-
lected might get the benefit. We still have the
Army and Navy Fund, although it is no
longer needed for the purpose of extending
weleomes.

Lient.-Colonel Denton:
been eleaned up.

Mr. WILSON: 8o much of that fund as
may be left ought to be devoted to the de-
pendants of those who have fallen. There is
no longer any reasen for maintaining the Wel-
come Home Fund, or the Trench Comforts
Fund. At Collie £200 was collected for the
Trench Comforts Fund, but none of the
mouey was sent forward, and afterwards it
was divided into two sums, £100 for a mem-
orial hall at Collie and £100 for the monu-
ment. The money was not collected for those
purposes, and if anybody had a right to give
it awav it was the tunnellers, for whom the
fund was collected. There are 101 of these
little funds still in existence, and it is only
rieht that they should be consolidated, The
contributors to the Amelioration Fund in
Perth have agreed that it should be pooled.
There is money lving at Kaleoorlie and all
over the nlace. Obviously, if those for whom
it was collected are agreeable, it should all be
peanled, Tt is verv gratifving to see the R.B.L.,
taking a hand in the game some time after
the commandant (Lt.-Col. Denton) moved

In Vietoria it hae



324

in the matter. At a conference of the RB.S.L.
in Sydney a question was asked which Colonel
Denton had asked six months ago. I hope
they will now agree to ¢ome into line with us,
and that the motion will be passed and a
Royal Commission appointed. Nobedy who
has aot anything to hush up will be the least
perturbed by the inquiry. The sooner the
work is donc the better.

My, J. THOMSOX (Clarcmont) |8.23]:
I must oppose the motion, for the reason that
in every town and village people have col-
lected money, and :o have a right to look
alter it. Down in Clarement we have £300,
and T am quite sare the people who collected
it are not geing to hand it in to a comman
fund,

Mr, Clydesilale:
that.

Mr. J. THOMSON: We are still spending
that money on the purposes for which it was
oollected,

AMr. Wilson: Why be selfish?

Mr. JJ. THOMSON; Let the hon. member
spend the Tooth Brush Fuwl in DBunbory,
where it was collected. We me poing to
spend our money in Claremont. I will op-
pose the motion.

Mr. Angelo: What was it collected fort

Mr. J. THOMSOX: Tor the soldiers, and
we are spendling it on the soldiers. T1f every
member would look after his own electorate
and see that the mouey collected there is
spent there, nothing more would be required.

They are tos Scoteh for

Alr. LATAAM (York) [9.27): T will
assist the hon. member to obtain the pro-
posed Royal Cwnmission. Some £1,148,000
was collected in *his State and while practi-
enlly the whole of it has been spent, there
must still be some of it knoeking about, All
that is required is that there shall he some
machinery for consolidating those funds,
without which there is no chance of gettinyg
the accounts wound up. I disagree with the
member for Claremont, When thosc moneys
are pooled, if it be found that there is any-
thing in Claremont worthy of expenditure,
some of the fund will he spent there. The
people who arc to have the handling of the
money will do what is jnst. There i3 no
sugyestion that it should all be apent in one
place. In order to consolidate the various
small sums lying about, the proposed Royal
Commission is necessary.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY (Hon. R.
8. Sampsmm—Swan) {9.28]: I believe the o1-
ganisations concerned will welcome the mo-
tion. Tm eertain cases no doubt there has heen
a mood deal of misapprehension as to what is
to he done with the funds remaining. T was
chairman of the Soldiers’ Sigk Children
Committee. That fund is in credit nearly
£100, A resolution was carried that the
money he retained to n certain date for the
purpose for which it was eollected, namely, to
provide mediexl attention for the sick chil-
dren of soldiers.

[ASSENBLY.]

Hon. W. €, Angwin: That was the bal-
ance ot the War Patriotic Iund.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Xo, it
wias associate:l with that fund, hut eollected
separately by separate hody. When the
period iz np, it will hecome a question of
whiat ia to he done with the balance. The
motion will serve a very uscful purpose, and
will be a subject for gratitude on the part
of thoese committees who are naturally anxious
that the several funds should he satisfactorily
wound ap,

Mr. ANGELO (Gasenyne) [9.29]: I am
in gympathy with the motion but, like the
Premier, I think a select committee would
do, at all cvents to hegin with. TIf, later,
it be found that the powers of that com-
mittce are not sufficient, it can be converted
intn a Roval Commission. I waa surprised
toe hear that a wcll known and powerful
bank should have made charges against a
war fund, as suggested by the member for
Moore (Lieut.-Col. Denton). I feel sure
if that las heen done, it has been due to
the laxity of the trustees of the fund, If
the account was opened in the name of two
trustees without any mention of it being
for a particular fund, the bank would not
know 1t was a trust account and would, of
course, make the usual charge. Not only
the hank mentioned but all the chartered
banks have been very generous indeed in
their treatment of all these funds, No
charge has been made for keeping
accounts; the exchange to England and to
the other States "has been rebated, and
evervthing has been doune without eharge.
It is ouly fair to peint out that, if what
has been stated has oecurred, it has not
been with the knowledge of the bank.

Ruestion put and passed.

MOTION—TINDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
BOARD, ADMINISTRATION,

To inguire by select committee.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.32]: T move—

That a select committee be appeinted
to make full inquiries into the administra-
tion of the Industries Assistance Board.

My reason for asking for the appointment
of a select committee is on account of the
disconteat existing in various parts of the
State with regard to the Industries Agsistance
Board. The Premier, in answer to & ques-
tion asked by me on the 10th August, stated
that the total amount owing by clients to the
board at the 30th June, 1922, was £1,416,017.

The Premier: That includes the soldiers.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T also asked the
Premier the total amount owing by clients
whom the board considered unsatisfactory
and hopeless, The Premier’s answer was,
““Nnt ascertainable without a apecial
analysis of the accounts and valuation of
security.'’
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Hon. P. Collier: Perhaps it was not desir-
able to give it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Just after the
Premier left for England, a statement was
published in the Press that the board had
reduced the sustenance to a number of
clients, because they were econsidered to be
unsatisfactory znd hopeless. If the board
did not have that information at the time
they reduced, or probably cut out alto-
gether, the sustenance to these clients, how
could they know that the clients were un-
satisfactory and hopeless? They must have
known when they reduced the sustenance
aliowance to clients-they considered un-
satisfactory and hopeless; otherwise they
could not have made a reduction on those
grounds.

Mr. Harrison: They most likely took the
inspectors’ evidence without any further
report.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I am pleased to
have that inferjection. If that is so, it
showa the necessity for inquiring into the
administration of the board.

Mr. Harrison: I agree with you.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN; Not only from that
point of view i3 inquiry necessary. It is ne
cessary to ascertain what aetion has been
taken by the board to reduce the debts to
outside ecreditors—debts which have been
standing over for eight years. The Premier
has informed wus that last year there was
over £600,000 and that at present there is be-
tween £340,000 and £350,000 still due {o out-
side ereditors. These ereditors are becoming
discontented with the position.

Mr, Stubba: The creditors would accept 5s.
in the pound.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Some of them
would accept less. Every client of the Indus-
tries Assistance Board is working under a
moratorium, The creditors have ne means
of ascertaining whether the board are justi-
fied or not in retaining the moratorivom. To
give an instance, I was in an hotel one night
waiting for a train. The manager of a firm
came in and handed the owner a letter, The
latter, on opening it, found an accoumt for an
amount of over £100 torn in two, and written
acrosy it were the words, *‘E am under the
ILAB.”

Mr. Underwood: A good place to be under.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That was the treat-
ment received by this ereditor who, in times
of distress, had advanced this snm to asgist
a settler on hia holding. Doubtless many
other creditors bave been treated similarly.
Aemhbers are entitled to know the position of
the Industries Assistance Board. We do not
know whether the State is making a big loss.
We do not know under what conditions ad-
vanees are being made, or how surplus funds
after each crop are being divided wp, be-
cause the division is now made at the disere-
tion of the Treasurer.

The Premier: No, it i3 according to the
Act.

527

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Act was
amecoded in 1917, The schedule was struck
ont, and the matier is now entirely at the
diseretion of the Treasurer, No one knows
how the institution is being worked, and ere-
ditors are crying out for their money, One
man fold me the other day, ‘T have debts
handed over to the I.A.B. amounting to over
£4,000, and I would be glad to accept £750
to-day.’’ That amount has been standing
over for eight years. During that peried
many of the men under the board have in-
creased the value of their holdings consider-
ably, If due inquiry were made, it would
probably be found that the aasets of these
people to-day are such that, it the morator-
ivm were removed, many of the creditors who
have been paying high rates of interest on
their overdrafts, and who cannot afford to
gtand out of their money any longer, might
he paid.

The Premier: It would be removed if a
man ecan pay and won't pay.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: That all depends.
The board keeps om advancing for vrop after
erop and, no matter what improvements are
made on the holdings, the clients are pro-
tected.

Mr. Latham: They do not perm:t improve-
ments to come under the LA.B.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: They can usec
money for that purpose.

The Premier: They do, too.

Mr. Mann: They usually draw on the Agri-
cultural Bank for improvements.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: Some of them do,
but if they can get it from their surplus after
the L.AB, accounts have been paid and nse it
on their farms, it is an advantage to them.

Mr. Latham: That is so.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Such money, how-
ever, belongs to their creditors,

Mr, Harrison: The ereditors’ claims come
hefore improvements.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Ny, it hag been left
to the diseretion of the Treasurer, which iu
this case means the discretion of the board.
‘When ,the Act was passed in 1915, it com-
tained a schedule setting out how the surplus
should be divided. TIn 1917 the schedule was
repealed, and ever since the division has been
at the discretion of the beard. According
to the latest report of the board, it was con-
sidered that no Tess than £96,000 had been ad-
vanced which had been a dead loss to the
State. We know that the board are advanc-
ing money as sustenance to a number of
clients whom they congider unsatisfactory and
hopeless, and whom they desire to cut out.
This sort of thing cannot continue. What is
the use of having the board if their recom-
mendations are not given effeet to? What is
the use of having the board controlling 114
millions of advances to settlers, certain of
whom witl not give to their farins that atten-
tion which they should and are using the
money advanced to them recklessiy and waste-
fuily, if the board cannot say whether the ad-
vances ghould be continued or not? That is
the position to-day, and it i3 one which shonld
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not be permitted to ¢continue. The board have
heen in existence for eight years. No hanking
institution would stand it; no private insti-
tution would stand it.

Capt. Carter: Tt is killing o lot of private
firms.

Hon. W, (. ANGWIN: It might be advan-
tageous to the Htate if thuse men, for whowm
everything possible has bren done and in spite
of which they can make ne headway, were
found employment other than on the land,
or, as the member for Pilbara (Mr. Under-
wood) would say, were sent out to get work.

Mr. Harrison: You could get over that by
appointing two valuers, one representing the
farmer and the other the board, to inquire
into cach ease.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: Dissatisfaction has
arisen among members of the primary pro-
ducers’ party, who are opposed to the board
being the arbitrators. They contend that
they should have a right to appeint a
committee to advise the Dboard. They
desire through political pressure to squeeze
the beard inte doing something which
the board know well is detrimental to the
best interests of the State.

Mr. Latham: That is not their intention.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: What else can it
be? The board is made np of practical men,
three or four of them having been farmers
all their lives.

Mr. Harrison: They do not kunow every
position. .

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: I presume they pay
strict attention to their work and go inte
the reports placest before them by the officors
they appoint. These officers mmst be thor-
oughly experienced or they would not have
been appointed. After considering the posi-
tion of each client the hoard and the board
only should be the people to say whether the
State can econtinue to advance these funds
in order to keep these settlers on the land.

The Premier: They do so.

Hon, W. 0. ANGWIN: They should do sa.
I have it on the best of authority that sus-
tenance is being received by many persons
whom the board regard as unsatisfactery and
honelesas.

Mr, Latham: Why are they advancing the
money?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That s what 1
want the select committee to find omt. Tt
is one of the most wrgent gquestions ecver
brought before this Chamber. There is a
million and a half of money involved. We do
not know the position we are in and the
reports Go not tell na. Taat year we had the
first report for four years, and goodness
knows when we may get another. We ghould
know what is coing on. We should know
what the less has been and what advances
have been made. The Industries Assistance
Act was merely a temporary measure to tide
over a time of war and distress. Owing to a
severe dronght there was searcely a new
farmer able to continue. This Act was
brought in by the Labour Government to
assist the men as well as the State. There

[ASSEMBLY.]

are some people who continue under the
lLA.B. because they get certain privileges
under this temporary measure which never
would have been aceorded to them but for the
Act. 1t is important that at this juncture
n seleet committee should be appointed to
make full investigations eoncerning the ad-
ministration of the bhoard.

Mr. MUNSII (Hannans): I second the
motion,

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

MOTION — AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE
SYSTEM, REGISTRATION OF CALLS,

Mr, ANGELO ((iascoyne) [9.50}: I
move—i

That in the opinion of this House the
Government should, for the protection of
its eitizens, take steps to arrange with the
Federal Authorities for a private investi-
gation (preferably by a State official)
into the working of the tclephone systems
in this State, including the methods adoptei
for registering snceessful and unsuccessful
calls, and the crediting to customers of
ealls where wrong nummbers have heen ob-
tained.

The telephone system is, of course, a Federal
matter, but it is the duty of the Government
and this House to protect the interests of our
citizens in cases where we think they are mot
properly looked after. T wish to enter a pro-
test on behalf of the people of the State
concerning the delays that oceur in enabling
rersons to bhecome subseribers to the tele-
phone eystem. I know people who have had
to wait 12 months for a telephone installa-
tion.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The instruments are
not available.

Mr. ANGELO: That is so, but the Fed-
eral Government should look into the matter.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Why not get your
member to take action?

Mr. ANGELO: T have also known of a
persen who applied for a telephone and re-
ceived ome in a fortnight. That is not fair
to others who have waited as long as 12
months.

Mr. Mann: That person must have known
of Bomeone who was abandoning his
number, and obtained a transfer.

Mr. ANGET.Q: Many subseribers have com-
plained about the bills they receive for the
calls they have made. During the past gix
months I took the trouble to keep a rough
check on the calls made on my own telephone.
The hill that came in was nearly three times
greater than my own estimate. T called at
the Telephone Department and was shown
the recording instrument. The manager as-
sured me that calls were only charged up
when a reply was received. That would have
been all right., hut I have also been assured
by a person who was employed in the depart-
ment that every time the reeeiver is taken off
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the hook a call is registered. I do not know
whether that is correct or not, One of the
State electrical engineers should make an in-
vestigation into the working of the system,
and see whether lecal subscribers are being
charged for calls irrespective of whether they
are guceessful or not. Doubtless many mem-
bers of this Chamber have asked for a eertain
number and have been put in touch with an-
other one. During the busy times of the
day I estimate that fully 10 per cent, of the
calls resnlt in wrong numbers being obtained.
In my own house the other day I rang a cer-
tain number six times, but obtained wrong
numbers. T then made an effort to ring the
complaints offize, but after trying three times
and obtaining three more wrong numbers,
which made nine wrong calls in one endeavour
to obtain a subseriber, I suspended operations
for an hour. I was then successful in ob-
taining the complaints office, and told the
officer what had happened. The officer fold
me that if I could give him the numbers I
had obtained in those nine calls a refund
would be made to me. I replied, ''Surely
you are not charging me when I have ob-
tained the wrong number,’’ and I was told
that was the case. 1 presume those
calls will have cost me at lcast 1s. 3d.
owing to the faulty system of re-
cordieg them. That kind of thing may
happen all through the busy hours of the
day. If ounly one wrong number has becu
called in a day it works out at about £2 in
o year, and it we multiply that by 5,000 sub-
seribers we find that the aggregate loss is
£10,000 a year. This is another instance of
how we are mulcted in unwarranted charges
by the Federal Depiartment. What I want
the Premicr to do is to get the permission of
the Deputy Postmaster to put in one of our
State electrical engineera to cheek the sysiem.
Mr. Mann: He has not the power.

Mr., ANGELO: I was allowed to see it
but I am not an electrical engineer,

Mr, Mann: What good would that dof?

Mr, ANGELO: If this officer found that
n wrong method of registration was heing
used something further might be dome.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) {0.58]: I
agree that some inquiry should be madn inte
this matter, but am not sure whether it is a
matter this Parliament can deal with. Un-
doubtedly the Government should protect
the interests of our citizens.

The Premier: Against the Federal Gov-
crnment?

Mr. UNDERWQOD: They could confer
with the Xederal Government upon any-
thing:

The Premier: Yes, confer.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That affects our
citizens. T move an amendment—

That in line 4 the words “a privaie” be
struck out and ‘“‘an?’ inserted in liew, and
that the words ‘‘preferably By a State
official’’ be struck out.
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If the motion is put in that way we shall
have some right to deal with the question.
Our Govermment would have the right to
approach the Federal Government on those
lines. In view of the position of the various
Parliaments, it must be admitted that we
cannot pass resolutions binding the Federal
Parliament,

The Premier: The Federal Parliament
would tell us to mind our own business.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, as we should tell
the Federal Parlinment pretty quickly if it
did anything in the opposite direction, T
suggest to the mover that he aceept the
amendment.  Without a motion heing ecar-
ried here, our State Government might ask
the Federal Government to look into the
matier.

Mr. Mann: Through the Foderal members,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Possibly it would be
niore effective if the complaint were made
by the Premier of this State.

Mr. Mann: It would be rather a reflection
on gur Federal members.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I do not think so.
However, if I were called upon to reflect
on our Federal members, I would be prepared
to reflect on several of them. At this june-
ture [ am not called upon to do so. I do not
think the motion as it stands is a proper one
for us to carry, because we have no right to
dictate to the Federal Government what
methods of investigation they shall adopt.
Btill, we have the right to, ask the Federal
UGovernment to make an investigation.

The PREMIER (Ifon. Bir James Mitchell
—Northam) [10.5]: I hope that ncither the
motion nor the amendment will be carried.
There is no principle involved. The matter
is merely onc of detail. The mover tells ua
of his experience with telephones, and no
doubt that is the cxperience of many other
people.  The telephone gystem is not satis-
factory. But I think that in Teply to this
motion the Tederal Govermment wounld pro-
bably say, ‘‘Mind your own business.'’

Mrs. Cowan: They also charge for the
length of time. If one is over the three min-
utes allowed, one has to pay extra. That
accounts for the heavier bills.

The PREMIER: Anyone who wants more
than three minutes over the telephone is over
the odds. We have Federal members and
even Ministers to whom complainta can be
addressed. I do not think the House should
pass the motion in any form.

Hon. P. Collier: Pass it into the waste
paper basket.

The PREMIER: I cannot go to the
Deputy Postmaster General over this matter.
I hope the mover will withdraw the motion.
He himgelf can make direct representations
to the Federal Government,

Mr. Angelo: Surely it is the fupction of
the Government here to -protect its own citi-
ZeDa.

The PREMIER: Against the Federal Gov-
crnment? The matter baving been venti-
Iated, the motion had better be withdrawn.
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Mr, SIMONS (East Perth) [10.8]: I
shall vote against the motion, as a protest
against the time of the House being wasted
on such trifling details, I deprecate the
tendeney to hold up 50 peecple in tha gdis-
cugsion of this kind of business. It is like
coming down to a broken drainm, or a cul-
vert washed away. It ia wrong to harry
the Governinent with such a matter. The
House might as well be asked to deal with
a broken gas pipe. The machinery of Par-
liament is too big to apply to such a petty
matter ag an overcharge on telephone calls.
With all its faults, our Perth telephone
gystem is one of the best in Australia.

Hon. P. COLLLIER (Boulder) ([10.11]: X
join with the last speaker in protesting
againgt the time of the House being wasted
over such a matter, Instead of carrying
either the motion or the amendment, we
should consign the whole subject to the
waste paper basket as speedily as possible.
The mover has on more than one occasion
in this Chamber treated ws to a dissertation
upon the shortcomings of Federation and
Federal Governments. He has repeatedly
dealt with big problems and big principles,
for instance the whole question of the re-
lation of the State to the Federation, and
the financial relationship between the two.
In those matters he has rendered good ser-
vice. But it seems to me he ig descending
from the sublime to the ridiecolous now.
Because the hon. member spent one day,
from dawn to dewy eve, endeavouring to
get a number on the telephone, and becanse
seven unsuccessful attempts cost him
1s. 3d., he places on the Notice Paper a
motion of about a dozen lines and wants
the whole machinery of the Siate Govern-
ment, the whole influence of the Premier
and his Ministers, to make representationa
to the Commonwealth so that he may re-
cover that 1s. 3d., or else that he may be
gafeguarde@ from spending another fruit-
less 1s. 3d. in the future. If we have an
inquiry at all, let us appoint a Royal Com-
mission, and let us appoint Perey Brunton
as the Royal Commissioner. The hon. mem-
ber should not have brought this motion
before the House at all. If the State Gov-
ernment made representations as desired
by the hon. member, they would be politely
told by the Federal authorities to mind
their own business. The Federal author-
{ies would refnse to take any notice of such
a request. This is not s matter of a big
principle, but merely a small detail as to
the registration of telephone calls. The
hon. member is practically asking that a
ateam hammer be brought to cmshk a
mosquite. If there is anything wrong with
the telephone system, why does not the hon,
member ask the City Counecil, as represent-
ing the major portion of the persons con-
corned, to make representations to the Fed-
eral member for Perth, Mr. Fowler?t The
address of that gentleman ia Parliament
House, Melbourre, where any correspond-
ence will find him,

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. Simons: And there are our Senators.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I could excuse the
mover if he was not acquainted with the
numes of all our Henators. However, we
have a Sepater who iz a Federal Minister.
The hon. member, instead of ringing up
seven times, might well have dashed off a
letter to Senator Pcarce. And what are
the names of the other Senators again?

Mr, Simons: There is DeLargie, and the
robust Lyneh,

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes; and Henderson,
1 think. Those Senators might be com-
municated with, and they could Qeal with
the matter. The memper for (Gascoyne
ought not 10 take up the time of this House
because of something that cost bim ls. 3d.
I never before suspected the Lon. member
of being Seotch., We ought to leave to
Federal members the performance of duties
that properly belong to them. This is a
Federal matter and representations should
be made to some Federal member. If a
matter is brought up in the Federal House,
it will receive infinitely ore consideration
than would be possible if the Premier were
to communicate with the Federal Govern-
ment in the present circumstances., The
Federal member is in a position to submit
a motion in the House and take direct
action regarding the Government.

Mcr. Corboy: Do not seggest direct action,

Hon, P. COLLIER: In fact, the Federal
member in a better position to act than
the Premier of Western Australia. Then
again, the hon, member suggests that it
should be a private investigationm.

Mr. Underwood: I will move to strike
that reference out.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I will support the
member for Pilbara if he moves in that
direetion. I do not know what the mem-
ber for Gascoyne wishes to cover up.

Mr. Corboy: Perhaps he wants to get his
Is. 3d. back.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope the motion
will be put in the waste paper basket with-
out any further waste of time.

Mr, ANGELO (Gascoyne—on amendment)
[10.18]: T ecompliment the Leader of the
Opposition and the member for East Perth
{Mr. Simons) on the consideration they have
given to this matter. T have timed them and
I find that the Leader of the Opposition has
occupied the attention of the Houge for twice
as long as I took in moving the motion, while
the member for East Perth tock as long.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: lIs the hon,
member speaking to the amendment?

Mr. Simons: No, he is speaking to us.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. ANGELC ({Gascoyne—in reply)
[10.17]: This is not such a little matter that
it should be ridiculed.

Mr. Simons: Tt is a 1%d. matter.

Ay, Corboy: XNo, it is 2 1s. 3d. matter.

Mr. ANGELO: T mentioned those nine
calls simply aa an illustration of what hap-



[5 SepTEMBER, 1922.]

T:eus nearly every day., It was only by com-
plaining about those calls that I secured in-
formation which I doubt whether many mem-
hers were possessed of. 1 doubt whether
members knew that they are charged for
these incomplete calls unless they can supply
the number that has heen wrongly obtained.

Mr. Corboy: Have you aequainted any of
the Federal members with that positiont

Mr. ANGELO: No onc would give the
number if asked for it.

Hon. P. Collier: 1t wonld cost you 2d. to
write to a Federal member!

Mr. ANGELO: That is all very well. I
know what anyone gets when he c¢omplains
to the Federal departments. One gets very
little satisfactiou.

Hon. P. Collier:
bers?

Mr. ANGELO: The Federal members are
in Melbourne and they give us very little of
their time and very little attention. I am
satigfied that this system is costing the eiti-
zens of Perth anything from £10,000 to
£20,000 a year. That is nothing to sneer
and laugh at.

Hon. P. Collier:
business.

Mr. ANGELO: Then why is it that if it
is considered that the tariff is wrong, mo-
tions are earried in this House?

Hon, P. Collier: Faney comparing the
tariff with a penny ring on the telephone!

Mr., ANGELO: Many such motions have
been brought forward in this Chamber.
However, I wanted to ventilate this ques-
tion.

Hon. P. Collier: You should fumigate it,
not ventilate it.

Mr. ANGELO: I desire to ventilate this
matter because T have been robbed by this
cormorant-like department. The system
means that we are taken down., If a com-
plaint is made, the reply is received that ome
need not have a telephone. Business people
must have telephones but that does not say
we ghould be asked te pay for these incom-
plete calls. In my case, I was fraudulently
robbed. The object I had in view has been
attained. Probably some reference will ap-
pear in the Press to this matter and that
may be sent to Federal members. If that be
so, we may get some redress. It may be that
the Deputy Postmaster General here—I have
always found him to be a very fair-minded
man—will, when he learns that this question
has been brought up in Parliament, take
some action to sce what is wrong. In the
circnmstances, I ask ‘leave to withdraw my
motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

Or from Federal mem-

No, but it is not our

PArER PRESENTED.

By The PREMIER: The original copy of
the statutory declaration made by A. C.
Keansell, referred to earlier in the day.

Houge adjourned at 1022 p.m.
(22]
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Ninth Day—Conclusion,
Debate resumed from the previous sitting.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS (North-East) [4.35]:
I desire to be associated with the remarks of
hon. members extending congratulations to
yourself, Mr. President,’ and weltoming new
members. To judge from the statiatics and
the general information already given to the
House by the new member for the South-
East Province (Mr. Burvill} it seems that

that hon. gentleman wil make wup for
the lost opportunities of his prede-
cessor. I am interested in the legisla-

tion forecasted in the Governor’s Speech, par-
tienlarly that dealing with minera’ phthisis
and amendment of the Arbitration Aet. Re-
presenting as I do an industrial centre and a
mining distriet, I am specially concerned to
know what steps are proposed by the Govern-
ment for the relief of men affeeted with
miners’ phthisis and tuberculosis, if under the
measure they are compelled to leave the min-
ing industry. I am also specially interested in
the Hogpitals Bill. Apain, the Speech makes
mention of a proposed extension of the work-
ers’ homes scheme to the country districts, a
step which I believe will be endorsed by the
majority of hon. members and by the coun-
try. I shall be glad to learn whether the pro-
posed extension will include the goldfields,
where, I vnderstand, no workers’ homes have
yet been approved. Undoubtedly the most im-
portant feature of the Speech is the immigra-
tion poliey. Immigration is much needed. Ob-
viously, if we are going to develop this vast
State, we shall need millions of people and
tens of millions of money. I congratulate the
Government on having a scheme. But is it a
practicable scheme, or is it impracticable?
One ecgsentinl is that the large amount of
money referred to by the Premier as being ob-
tained at a very low rate of intereat should ’
be used for reproductive purpoeses. Another
essential for the success of the acheme is pre-
paredness on the part of the Government. At
present that preparedness seems painfully in-
adeqgnate. The information which has been
given in the Press regarding the scheme is
serappy; and I hope-that the Leader of the
Honse, when replying, will shed a ray of light
on the proposals of the Government in thia
connection, will inform us of the details of
the scheme, and let us know what is actually



