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Ibring this mnatter before the House in order
that it may receive further consideration. I
hope further consideration will be given by
the Government not only to advancing our
primary industries by settling the land1
but also to advancing and encouraging
our secondary industries. The two must go
hand in band. As I had occasion to say the
other day, we must recognise the fact that
there are ziany mn coming out to this State,
nd even in this State at present, who are
not fitted for going on the land, but these
sme men might be most useful as operatives&
in factories or as workmen in other spheres.
I hope it will be recognised that the develop-
ment of our primary end secondary indus-
tries must go hand in bond. it is our duty
to advance both, because we can never be a
self-contained or self-supporting State sinless
we hare both primary and secondary indus-
tries flourishing, Subjec-t to u-bat I have
said on certain poinits;, I stipport the motion
for the a(Inption of the Address-in -reply.

On motion by Hon. G. W. Miles, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.14 psum.

legislative Hescembiv.
Thursday, .91st August, 1912.

Country 'Party, Leadership............... .
Leave of absence .. - .. ..
Sweslg-in of new inaister
Bills: inig Act Amendment, Is.

Pensioners Rates lExemption, I... ...
Papes: IMining accident. Golden Horseshoe ..

Oil lces, work done. ........
Motions: Returned Soldier Settlem~ent.... ...

Re~teet, of A. C. Kasseil, to Inquire ...-
Ravenatliorpe Smelters, Privy Council appeal
NWarrogin-Dwarda raillway, to inquire by select

committee........ ......
Patriotic Funds consolidation, to inquire by

Royal Commission ...........
Industries Assistance Board administration, to

Inquire br select committee .. ..
Automatic telephone system, registratios of

calls... ... ...........
Paper presented .. ..

PAns
502
502
502
502
502
sot
502
502
508
517

520

522

528

528
831

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.
and read prayers.

COUNTRY PARTY LEADERSHIP.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H, K. Maley--Greenough) 1 4.35):
With your permission, Sir, I should like to

inorm the House that following upon the no-
signation of the member for Avon (Mr. Herri-
son) and the member for Kateinng (Mr.
A. Thomson) as Leader and Deputy Leadsr
respectively of the Country Party, that party
has appointed me as Leader and the member
for York (Mr. Lathamn) as Deputy Leader.

- LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. Latham, leave of absence

for two weeks granted to the member for
Beverley (Mr. Broun) on the ground of ill-
health,

SWEARING-IN OP NEW MI1NISTER.

M.Nr. SPEAKER: I have received the re-
turn of the writ for the by-election of the
Swan electorate. It appears f romt the en-
dlorseinent thereon that the Hon, Richard
Stanley Sampson hats been returned unop-
posed. I am nowv prepared to swear in the
lion, member.

The member for Swan (Mr. Sampson) ac-
cordingly took and sutbscribed the oath, and
signed the roll.

BILLS (2)-FIRST 'READING.
1, Mining Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Mines.

2, Pensioners' Rates Exemption.
Introduced by Capt. Carter.

PAPERS--MINING ACCIDENT, GOLDEN
HORSESHOE.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier ordered-
''That all papers relating to the fatal acci-
dent which occurred on the Golden Horseshoe
Estates mine, Boulder, on the 6th December,
1021, be laid upon the Table of the House.''

PAPERS-OIL LEASES, WORK DONE.
On motion by Hon. P. Collier ordered " That

rill repor-ts made to the Minister for Mines
in accordance with the provisions of the 'Mini-
lug Act Amendment Act, 1920, relating to
work done by persons licensed to prospect for
mineral oil be laid upon the Table.''

-MOTION-RETUR'NED SOLDIER
SETTLEMENT.

To inquire by Royal Commission.

Mr. WILSON" (Collie) (4.40]: I move-
That in the opinion of this House, it is

desirable that a Royal Commission shonld he
appointed to go into all phases of the " land
settlement policy" in regard to repatriated
soldiers of tbe A.I.P. who are now strug-
gling under adverse circumstances and must
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eventually relinquish their holdings owing
to the heavy financial load that they are at
present carrying, unless some permanent
relief is given to them in the immediate
future.

I do not bring this matter forward in any
hostile spirit. I hare moved the motion with
the intention of remedying certain mistakes
that hare been made in placing soldier set-
tiers on the laud, or in keeping them there.
For many months past the various papers in
this State have been hammering away at the
question of soldier settlers, and discussing the
manner in which they hare been treated in
regard to land clearing and other questions
incidental to farming. Most of the com-
plaints I have before me are confined prac-
tically to South-West settlers. There have
been few complaints from the wheat belt, the
bounteous harvests there during the past
three years, as wvelt as the high prices they
have ohtnined for their produce, having set
many of the soldier settlers on their feet.
In the South-West there has been a different
tale to tell. I am not the first in the field
in bringing this question before any Parlia-
ment in Australia. In New South Wales a
motion of a similar character to this was
brought forward recently. The "Hansard"
of that State, dated August 16th, shows that
a motion was moved by Lieut.-Col. Rutledge
for the appointment of a select committee to
inquire into and report upon the administra-
tion of and all the coniditions attaching to
soldier settlement in all its branches, with a
view to adjusting grievances and placing such
settlement on a satisfactory basis. In speak-
ing to the motion that hon. member said-

The idea I have in asking for it is that
the committee, as an independent body,
may be able to inquire into the whole ques-
tion of soldier settlement to see if some-
thing cannot be done to make settlers more
satisfied.

Capt. Dunn, another member of the 'New
South Wales Parliament, said he looked upon
this as one of the most important matters that
hadl come before the Rouse. As a returned
man himself he was naturally anxious to do
something to help the men who were settled
on the land, many of whom had been placed
there uinder all hinds of conditions.

The Minister for Agricul~ture. They could
not be prevented from going on the land
there.

Mr. WILSON: That is the very reason
why wre should assist the voluntary settler in
this State, and why the Government should do
something to tide them over their difficulties.
That is all I want. I want a fair field and
no favour in this matter. Before the soldiers
went away prominent citizens and responsible
men in the community made promises as to
what would he done for the soldiers when
they returned. Parliament should see that
these promises are fulfilled, and that the sol-
dier is placed in a position to earn a erust for

himself, his wife, and his children. There is
no man in this State for whom I have greater
admiration than the present manager of the
Agricultural flank, It is, however, impossible
for him to see every little mistake that bia
been made, and it is our duty to pre-
vent the institution of a policy of
hush under which these men may be sacrificed.
While I was in England I was at the Wey-
mouth camp. I received a letter from the
Agent General, Sir James Connolly, who
asked me if I could go to London to see him,
I went, and he asked me if I would be pre-
paredl to go before the troops in France, on
behalf of the Lefroy Govrinment, and lay
before them the scheme of repatriation as
endorsed by the people of Western Australia.
I agreed to do so, but, unfortunately or other'
wise, the negotiations fell through, and I later
returned to the State. I say advisedly that
the scheme was one of the best that could
be promulgated, provided it was properly
administered. So far, it has been adminis-
tered fairly well, but there have been mis-
takes made, and it is those mistakes that I
think should be rectified. The conditions
governing soldier settleuient were:-

(1) Selections from the Crown are rent
tree for five years. Land acquired by
transfer, no exemption; (2) all fees and
stamp duty are reduced to returned sol-
diers, but no refund is made for amounts
paid before the Act was passed; (8) in-
terest only payable during first five
years, redemption payments commence with
sixth year; (4) total period 830 years, then
repayments of principal start, payable in
eight years, lute rest only for three years,
then repayments of principal start; (5)
all land held by returned soldiers uinder
CFP. conditions is reduced 50 per cent. in
price.

Dealing with the last mentioned portion
first, it meant that the farmer, who went
away as a soldier and possessed conditional
purchase laud, received a 50 per cent. re-
duetion in the 'price of his land when he re-
turned to Western Australia. In the ease of
repurchased estates, however, a man got no
reduction whatever, although the Government
mighit have paid through the nose for that
estate.

Hon. WV. C. Angivin: The men were taken
in.

Mr. WILSON: T have no figures to sub-
stantiate any suggestion that the Govern-
.ment took advantage of those men- I think
the Government gave the men, for the most
part1 a fair deal. There were exceptions,
however, and it is for this reason that I
seek to have the position of sonic of these
men remedied. Let us look at the position
of the soldier at the present time. It is
thought he has paid too much capital for his
land. Consequently he is burdened with an
interest bill that he cannot carry. He can
only hope to get through, but the interest
bill, the cost of his capital, and the cost of
the clearing of the land on these repurchased
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estates make it iinpossilfe for him to get
rid of that burden. I bave a statement made
by a very influential man in this State. I
refer to Colonel Olden, a man who should
know what he is talking about. In June of
this year the Returned Soldiers' League held
a re-union, and the member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) was chairman at
that gathering. Ile proposed the toast of
''The Arnmy."

Mr. Johnston: I was a guest there, not
the chairman.

Mr. WILSON: At any rate the lion. memn-
her proposed thle toast I referred to. During
the course of his response to the toast Col-
iinel Olden said-

Timer had heard a good deal about re-
patriation. Undoubtely a lot had been
dlone, in some cases more tban was deserved,
but in manny respects those who had bene-
fited most were not soldiers. They had
only to look around and see the number
of soldiers settled on the land. Any Glod's
number of them were truly "settled" on
estates which hail no hope of ever being
profitably worked by their previous owners.
These places had been cut up and sold to
returned soldiers, and in some cases by
people who were not entitled to any con-
sideration whatever by reason of their past
lack of interest in the result of the war.

In effect Colonel Olden said that these were
dulds, and these duds were dumped on to the
returned soldiers. When one goes through
the South-West be is sickened at hearing
-about dud cows, dud horses, and dud land.

The Premier: Everythiag will be duds
until they are given away free.

Mr. WILSON: I can quite understand that
thle Premier is not able to know and see
these things for himself; he is too busay a
mn. It is only by means of members re-
presenting the various districts travelling
round that they can bring this state of affairs
lbefore him.

The Premier: I knowv you have not brought
any case before me.

MIr. WILSON: I saw an account of an
interview a week or two ago in which -Mr.
Ewving, M.L.O., who represents thle South-
West Province in another place, brought a
deputation to the Premier from Brunswick,
and hie dealt with the question of capitalising
the interest.

Thle 'Premier: 'Not capitalising the interest.
Mr. WILSON: Yes, eapitalising the inter-

est. It is so niuch nonsense to talk about
v.npitatlising interest, because it is only mak-
ing the buarden on the soldier more acute.
To use a military phrase, we want to have a
IIwash-out'" in connection with some of these

matters. T want to draw attention to the
way in which some of these erpenfes were
incurred. When the soldiers came back in
their thousands after having been. promised
so manny tiings, the Government as well as
the Federal authorities were anxious to get
them started at wrork as quickly as possible.
]For that reason they were sent out In batches
to clear land. They were sent out irrespee-

tive of whether they knew anything about
clearing land or not, and they were sent
down to work at, say, 13s. (34. per day. I
will give the House some example of what
this nicant. I will cite the position of affairs
at Capeldenie, Balinguip and Ca-ades. Some
men who wvere despatched to that centre were
put on to lanid clearing with a tractor. I
will show tile House that it has cost over 92
to rdo that clearing. T have here a pamphlet
which should intere~st 'Ministers. It is en-
titled ''Four -and a Half Years of Labour
(4overnm cnt '' believe the Minister for
'Mines was Premier at the time.

Mr. (3'Loghleni: And a good Premier.
Mr. WILSON; Yes. I quote this to show

the good work the then Premier did, and I
only wish the Government of the day would
follow aloig time lines indicatedl in that pin-
philet. It sets out:-

In the South-West the Government have
undertaken the work of clearing laud for
farmers by traction power; and by this
means up to -30th June, 1914, .5,704 acres
were pulled and 5,560 acres rolled at an
average cost to settlers of £I10l%. per
acre.

I am going to show that so far from costing
£E1 10s. per acre it has in some instances cost
£2 5s. an acre to clear the land in the
South-West.

The Preier: They never cleared land
there ait L1 10s, an acre.

'Mr, WILSON: I have only read what the
pamphlet says shout tree-pulling and rolling.
Thle words quoted are not mine. I suppose
the present Minister for Mines as Premier
in those days helped to compile the pamphlet.
It must be fairly true or the statements
would have been contradlicted long b~efore
now.

Mr. J1ohnston: You must have a different
staff doing the work.

Mr. Pickering: They arc paying different

AIr. WLON When0 the member for
Perth (Mr. Monal 1 wa speakiing he drew
attention to the fact that clearing of lanid
in the South-West was vosting about £11 an
acre. This was what the member for Perth
raidl-

It has been suggested that it will be
costly to clear this land. Unless the clear-
ing is dlone under good supervision and by
skilful men it will prove costly. The
lumnpers are applying theiteselves well to
the job, and according to the figures sup-
plied to rue by Mr. Brockman, the superin-
tendlent of the settlement the work was cost-
ing about £1ll an acre. If the other groups
can be worked on these lines they will not
be overcapitahised as a result of their
clearing operations.

Anyone who knows Mr. Hugh Brockmn
knowR that hie is one of the best pioneers in
the Sooth-West, and if he says it only costs
£11 to clear an acre of land in the Augusta
part of this State, I do not see why the
digger should pay £28 an acre to clear land
that has, been purchased by the Government
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I referred to the diggers being sent down-. in
batches to clear land in the South-West.
From 10 to 20 of these men were sent down
at a time and they never thought that they
would burden the soldiers' settlement in the
way I have shown. They did not know that
they were "swinging thle lead'' on the sol-
diers, So to speak-they thought they were
in the employ of the Government.

The Premier: That is a fuany thing to say.
Mr. WILSON: It is not funny at all, it

is true. The trouble is, it is too tragic to
allow it to pass. It is too tragic for these
mnen who are on the land.

Mr. A. Thomson: They are the men who
have to pay.

Mr. WILSON: I cait assure the Premier
it is no joke. Six men were at Copeldene
splitting up legs and the soldier farmers tell
a joke on them. They used explosives to
break op the timber. It was a hot day and
out- of thenm said, ''Let us take the log
into the shande.1 They did so, and they car-
ried the log on their shoulders into the shade
and burst the log there. If the digger on that
block is asked to pay for that damage ho
will-

Mlember: Die.
Mr, WILSON: That is so. He will blow

off himself, It is stated that the men hav(-
been using various explosives, ia cluding
T.NX.T. and gelignite to hurst the big timber,
anti roinetimes they have pat as many as
20 or 30 shots into a log.

M.Nr. Pickering:- They must be good judges
of destroying the timber.

Mr. WiLSON: Sometimes meii do not have
sufficient experience to know what they are
doing. Other mien get careless and doi not
care whait they do. if you put a few hole%
in logs4 and the explosive only ''bulls'' the
holes, it is urlcss to continue trying to blow
it to pieces. In any ease it is easy to spend
a lot of itnone ,v in this sort of work. I. will
give the House sonme examples to show what
this sort of thing has cost. Here is the ease
of a man ua'red Sampson (lie is not the Col-
oninl1 SCretar7y) who has the block at Capel-
dene.

Mr. Harrison: Is he a strong man!
Mr, WILSON: Yes, but he is not strong

enough to stand this. He has 118 acres and
he paid £5 16s. an acre for the land. The
Commonwealth Bank loan amounts to £625,
while the clearing effected by the Government
cost £1,177 8s. 5d, He gets a loan approval
for £250. He now has a bill of £E2,136 16s.
5d. to meet.

Mr, Hafrrison: On what area?
Mr. WILSON: On 118 acres. That works

oat at over £23 per acre. This nin has to
face a payment of £150 a year interest, or
in other words, he has to pay £3 a week
before he can purchase salt for the porridge
his wife and children eat in the morning.

Mr. A. Thomson:- Is the whole of his land
cleared?~

Mr. WILSON: No. Some 40 acres arc
cleared on that man's block. There is the
case of another man nawed Good. I hare
with me the report of the surveyor. He says

ia cftect that this man has 38 acres fit and
ready for immediate cultivation, 13 acres
uncleared, 20 acres of dead timber and 21
acres with only a fewr trees on it. In spite of
the fact that this man's property has so few
trees and this dead timber, it cost him £10 9s.
Gd. to clear it. Here is another case of a
man named Ellis, and I can hardly credit
the fact that this man's property has so few
I had better read the man 'a letter. Hle
writes to me--

Dear Sir,-Yoa will please find account
attached for £E648 10s. 8d. which I re-
ceived from the department for tree
pulling on my location No. 2531. 1 make
the acreage about 24, and I might mna-
tion the portion pulled was on an old
cultivation field with an average of
about four trees to the acre. So I fear
there must bie some mistake. Yours
faithfually, F. G. Ellis.

It cost £27 an acre to clear 24 acres! Of
course this was principally for tree-pulling.
Theai taking the £E27 and comparing it with
the cost of clearing in the time of the
Labour Government, we wonder why there
is not more settlemnt in tile South-West,
and where all the settlers' money is going
to. Let me quote now the case of another
man. who has interest to meet on £2,558.
He has 122 acres of land which has cost
him. £11 12s. iper acre to clear, and lie has
only 30 acres which may be said to be abso-
lutely cleared. There are many more simi-
lar cases at Capeldeue, but I wilt leave that
district and go on to describe what is hap-
pening at Bali gap. The member for
Nelson (Mr. J. H.L Smnith) and I went to
Balingop and we listened to a number of
sorry tales. One mn named Shenton put
2$)00 of his own money1 including the

value of his gratuity bond and his deforred
pay into his property. Yet he is still pre-
pared to go on. He told us that hie had sent
six big sacks of onions to Perth. and that
all he received for thenm was 4s. 6d.

Mr. A. Thomson: Re was lucky that be
did not have to pay on them.

Mr. WILSON: What I am telling the
Honse shows that these men are right tip
against it. There is another case of a man
inamed Johnstone, and lie is a digger of the
right kind. He has a family of 10.

The PremTier:, He is rich in one thing.
Mr. WVILRON: And lie needls to be richi

to keep such a family going. His holdiog
has cost him to date £E3965, of wrhich
his houge represents £C1,800. No settler
should he asked to pay such a big SUM for
a house.

Mr, Pickering: They do not debit him
with that amount, do they?

Mr. WILSON: This man has an interest
bill to meet on £3,965. He lias 85 acres
cleared, and there are 2-45 acres of dead
timber on the property. His bill to the
Government, as I have stated, is £3,965 P,0l
lie is practically called upon to pay £4A a
week in interest befor be is able to set o,-
to make anything for himself. Bat that is
not the whole of his trouble. Tn the winter
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he cannot get to the other side of the town
because he has Do boat to bring into ser-
vice, and his little children have to stay at
borne because they are unable to go to
school.

The Colonial Secretary: And what do the
big children. do?

Nib. WILSON: That is a matter that the
Minister will have to find out. Another
estate to which I wish to refer is the Cas-
cades. The member for Nelson asked same
questions about this property last session,
and the questions which he put up have
been verified by the Government and by
the people down there. Let me quote the
case of a mnan named Hunter, who paid
£2 7s. an acre for 268 acres. The land was
not cleared; it was practically virgin coun-
try and some of it was unfenced. The de-
partment cleared 25 acres at a cost of
£23 4s. 5d. an acre.

Mr. Harrison : Were the trees pulled
down and was the land cleared?

Mr. J. H. Smith:. Pulled down and
cleared right up.

Mr. WILSON: Hunter has given me his
returns. He has put all his deferred pay
into the property and he Is obliged to take
on outside work in order to keep things
going. His gratuity bond is now going as
well. This is the return-which he has given
me. In August 1921 he got for cream and
butter £2 15s. 9d.; in September1 £7 15s.
5d.; in October, £8 15s. Id.; in November,
£7 2s. ad.; in December, £3 15s. Ed.; in,
J-anuary, £1 8s. 6d., and in July £1 39. For
honey he has received to date £9 Is. 9d.
The total comes to a little under £40.

Mr. Harrison: How many cows baa he?
The Premier: That man is on good land.
Mr. WILSON: The Premier would be the

first to apologise to him if he saw how
that man was working. There are tvo or
six more cases of a similar nature. Every-
one in that district is charged £23 4s. 5d.
for having his land cleared in addition to
the amount paid for the land. George
Amphlett paid £4 16s. tar his land and on
top of that £23 4s. 5d. for clearing, practi-
cally £28 an acre for his land. I am not
going to say that the lhod cost too much
in the first instance, hut I do say the cost
of clearing is excessive, and this is due to
the fact that the people who are sent down
there to do the work of clearing know
nothing about it. Uf Mr. Hfugh Brockmaa
or Mr. Johnson had been in charge of the
clearing operations, I anm sure the work
would have been dlone for less than half. I
would like to read a letter from Mt. God-
frey Hester to Hunter on the subject of the
clearing costs. Mr. Hester is one of the
most successful men in the district.

Mr. Pickering: He is an authority and
knows more about clearing than any main
in the South-West.

The Premier: No one questions that.
Mr. WILSON: I accept the assurance of

my friend the member for Sussex (Mr.
Pickering) that Mr. Hester is an authority.

Mt . J. R. Smith: Others have cleared
land for much less than that.

Mr. WILSON:. The letter reads--
It would scarcely be fair for me to put

anything like an exact proper price on
the value for clearing the land at the
Cascades estate, but thisr I know for cer-
tain, that, taken as a whole, the land
should not cost more than £10 at the out-
side for clearing the heaviest of it, and
the lighter country about £5 per acre,
and. taking the wl~ole estate at Cascades
£8 would be a good heavy price to pay
for the clearing, and I could do the clear-
ing at that price, W~ant of practical
knowledge in clearing will easily over-
callitalise the proposal.

That will be all I will have to say about
Cascades. I wish now to) refer to another
estate at Hothani, and my attention was
drawn to it by. paragraphs which appeared in
some of the papers. This is alio an estate on
'which returned soldiers have taken up blocks
and have suffered considerably. I believe
this estate was bought from a M~r. Brown at
S0.s. an acre. Before the war he offered it for
sale at £1 an acre, and it was turned down.
The member for Williame-Narregia. (Mr.
Johnston) will know something about it.

Mr. Johnston:. It is not in my electorate.
Mr. Hickmott: It is in my electorate.
Mr. WILSON - The land has never had an

axe on it, One would have thought that the
mere fact of the boys going to the war and
keeping this property safe for Mr. Brown
would have induneed that gentleman to show
them consideration. But no; tie squeezed
all he could out of the department for it.

Mr. Johnston:- Be fair; hie did a lot of
clearing in the meantime.

Mr. WILSON: That may be so, but the
soldiers who took up blocks there complain
that they have paid too much for the land.
Some of this land would he dear even at a
gift. I suppose Mr. Brawn could not keep
even aL couple of rabbits on it, and he thought
that the sooner he got rid of it the better.
He came to the conclusion that he would
have a better chance now to get 30s. than he
bad before the war of receiving £1.

The Premier: What did you say the price
was?

Mr. WILSON: Thirty shillings an acre.
The Premier: Who told you that?
Mr. WILSON: of course I speak subject

to correction.
The Premier: You will be corrected, too.
Mr. Corboy: If 30s. was paid, the soldiers

gave too Much.
The Premier: I do not know; I am speak-

ing from memory.
Mr. WILSON: I have a paragraph from

the I'Sunday Times, " a most reliable paper.
Mr. Pickering:. It is a pity the member for

North Perth is not present to hear you say
that.

Mr. WILSON: The paragraph read:-
Many men who have taken up land on

repurchased estates under the soldier settle-
ment scheme now believe that they are pay-
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lug too great a price for their blocks. The
price of the land to the soldier is governed
by the amount the Government paid for the
property. That being the case, it is felt in
some quarters that a move should be made
to ascertain whether the Government in the
first instance paid too great a price and, if
so, could not the settler secure a reduction
of the sum he has been asked to pay. kt
its last meeting the ItS.L. executive had
before it a resolution from the Noombling
sub-branch for forwarding to the forth-
coining Federal congress in Brisbane,
seeking a re-valuing of the Noombling re-
purchased estate with a view to a -reduction
of the price. As it is a State and not a
Federal matter, the executive did not
comply with the request to send it to the
Federal congress.

It was of no use bringing it before the
Federal congress because they could not re-
value estates here. It is up to the people
.here to re-value these estates.

Boa. P. Collier:. No one else has any
power.

Mr. WILSON- That is so. This is not the
first case of its kind. It has been done in this
State before this, and why should it not be
done nowI

Hon. IV. C. Angwiu: It has been done by
a Parliament.

Mr. WILSON: Yes. The question is
whether, in years past, previous Governments
did not pay too much for ropurchased
4estates.

The Premier:- We did and we wrote down
the values, and before long the land was
offered back to the Goveriiment for twice the
price.

Mr. WILSON: The Premier admits that
he did.

The Premier: I did not do it, but it was
done.

Mr. WILSON: If the Government of the
day could write down values for the people
who were here sponging on the Government,
surely the Goverument could do it for these
men who fought for the country!

The Premier: You have no right to say
they were sponging. Ton voted for the Bill.

Mr. WILSON: I do not consider that the
present Government should carry the baby
entirely. Our friends aver the way should help
to do so. I believe the Federal Government
give £625S to each soldier for repatriation
purposes.

The Premier: They do not give a penny.
Mr. WTLSON: They advance that sum.
The Minister for Mines: They lend it.
'Mr. WILSON: T think this should be ra-

pudiated. There are Then in the wheat belt
and in the South-West who do not want one
penny that they are not entitled to, hut there
are these cases I have quoted and a hundred
more eases of their kind that want helping.
At Kojonup, the estate Of MT. Egan was
offered to the Government for about £4,000
and the Government turned it down. The
GDovernment, however, purchased the neigh-
bouring estate, which was of inferior quality,
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at an enhanced price. Two soldiers have been
placed upon it, and at the price they cannot
make it pay. Their takings from the sheep
will never pay the interest on the money.
These points should be cleared up. Thea we
have the cases at Harvey. I have letters
stating that the men at Harvey are not
having a fair go. I have a petition before
me signed by 30 wen in that district, stating
that the following resolutipa was passed on
the 18th August-

That this meeting of discharged soldier
settlers is of the opinion that the soldier
settlement scheme is doomed to failure,
unless there is a re-valuation of the land,
a new estimate of the cost of clearing, and
a revision of the interest charges.

It was resolved that the petition be sent to
Parliament. I do not know that I shall pre-
sent it now, but it is here for members to
see. I have a letter from Colonel Spurge,
who gives a typical case regarding the
Harvey-Hayward estate. Hle says--

This estate was repurchased in 1914 at
ain average pirice of £8 10s. per acre. The
estate was re-classified, resurv-eyed, and
broken lip into small blocks of from 10 to
40 acres. The portion under review is
known as Plain Paddock. A soldier settler
named E. Chard took up an area of 66
acres ini two blocks. For 26 acres the price
was £10 an acre and for the remaining 40
acres the price was £217s. 6d. -per acre,
a total of £E376. The average price per
acre was £5 13s. 7Ma., and yet the cost
to the Government in 1914 was £3 109. per
acre. The soldier pays interest and £53
to the Government for the privilege of be-
ing repatriated.
The Premier: I ran assure you we do not

make anything out of it.
Mr. WILSON: NO; the Government are

like the owners of gold and coal mnines--their
overhead charges eat up everything.

The Premier: Not at all.
Mfr. WILSON: Here is one phase I wish

to mention. I do not regard tree-pulling as
being the best method of clearing the land.
Of course, it is a matter of opinion. When
trees have been pulled, a tremendous time is
required to burn them off, and after the trees
have been burnt off, the land is left as full
of hales as Pozieres was of shell-holes. To
fill some of them in is the work of a day.
Further, when the trees are pulled, the roots
bring up alt the worst of the clay to the
sirfee, end that portion of the land is prac-
tically spoilt. The land looks, may I1 say, as
if it had had small-pox-it is so pitted.
I was in the country when the fire stick was
used. The old pioneers in the Sooth-West
did not go in for tree-nulline; they rung
the- timber and used the fire stick. In Gipps-
land, Tasmania. and all the best-timbered
countries the fire stick has done the best
work. In this way there is returned to the
soil all that the tree had taken out of it,
the ashes of the tree making a good fertil-
iser. I do not wish to labour the question
unnecessarily. it is not one of those matters
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which a member likes to take up. I might
be asked why I have taken it up. The
answer is that I was approached, and anyone
willing to help our returned men would have
done the same thing. The Country Party
are pledged to help the primary producers
and it is thei, duty to see that these men
get a fair deal.

The Premier: It is a pity you did not
mention all this to Mr. MeLarty before.

Mr. WILSON: Why should I he a jackal
to Air. Metartyl I say nothing to the detri-
ment of that officer; he has the greatest re-
sponsibility of any man in this State and no
man is more capable of filling the position,
but he has too much to do.

Country Members: Hear, hear!
Mr. WILSON: He cannot be asked to in-

vestigate all these pinprieks. If a Royal Com-
mission is appointed, I1 shall not be a inem-
her of it. I hare had enough of commissions.

The Premier interjected.
Mr. WILSON: I can stand all the in-

sinuations about Royal Commission fees.
The Premier: I did not say that.
Mr. WILSON: I am satisfied the Premier

did not, but I can stand all that might be
said on those lines. So long as these men
get a fair deal I do not care what is said,
but if anyone will argue that it is a fair
deal to charge men £Z23 4s. 5d. to clear land
that should cost only £,8, then all I can say
is, ''Gold help his intelligence and his pa-
triotisn.'' My whole desire is to see that
the boys get a fair deal. A n on a repur-
chased estate is not getting the same deal
that a man on conditional purehasc land is
getting. It is a well-known fact that dud
cattle have been supplied.

The Premier: Dud milkers?
Mr. WILSON: Dud milkers and cows with

blind teats and everything else that was wrong.
One man informs 'le that he took six cows
from the station and only two of the six
were fit to milk. He explained that he knew
nothing about cows but, after trying this lot,
he knew all about them. When our men re-
turned from the war, there was a spectacular
delbauchl of money. Men were sent down to
clear loud irrespective of the cost. When
they went down on that debauch, they
thought the Government were paying.

The Premier: You should not reflect on
the soldiers in that way; they worked well.

Mr. WILSON: The soldiers know me too
well to put that construction on. my remarks.
The men thought they were doing well. They
cleared the land, as they thought, at the ex-
jpeii of the Government. I admit that some sol-
diers ''swung the lead'' in France and there
are some who would swing it here. T believe
that no one would intentionally take down a
soldier farmer. The men, howvever, thought
they were working on day labour and they
put their hours in. When we find lind cost-
ing £23 4s. 5d. as against £8, it shows that
there is something radically wrong some-
where. I hope the Premier will realise the
necessity for appointing this Commission. It
is an inquir 'y which must come sooner or
later. The agitation for an inquiry has been

going on for the last six months, but so far
the Premier has heard only the first rumb-
lings of the coming storm. Let me tell you,
Mr. Premier, that deputations were anxious
to meet you when you were about to leave
for England. However, they were put off.
Without labouring thie matter further, I
commnend the motion to the House.

Mr. PICKERING: 1 second the motion.

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

MOTION-RETIREMENT OF A. C.
KES SELL.

To inquire by Select Committee.

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [5.34]: 1
mlove-

That a select committee be appointed to
inquire into all the circumstances con-
neeted with the retirement from the public
service of Air. A. C. Kessell, and his sub-
sequent treatment by the Government.

1 mnake no apology for again opening up a
subject which has already been the cause of
discussion in this Chambecr on various occa-
sions. When moving in the matter last ses-
sion I was not in possession of certain facts
which have since come to my knowledge. I
doubt w-hether I should feel justified in tak-
ing up the time of the House in the manner
I propose to do this afternoon, were it not
that the statements which I propose to lay
before lion. members arc of a very serious
character. It is not rav intention to tra-
verse ground which has already been tra-
versed in debate, not only by myself but by
other members. I merely. desire now to cor-
rect myself on one or two points with regard
to which I wais in error when speaking on
this case last session. I then stated that so
far as I could find out, there was no direct
charge of dishonesty against A. C. Kessell.
On going more closely into the file, T have
conic to the conclusioji tlmat if there is not
directly a charge of dishonesty recorded
against him, there is at least such an infer-
ence contained in certain remarks on the file.
That circumstance, I hold, warrants me in
again asking the House to consider the ne-
cessity for giving this man an opportunity to
clear himself. Certain statements appearing
on the file are of such a nature that they do,
in my opinion, affect the man's honour. He
holds his honour very highly, as every snan
should; and I take it this House will readily
afford him an opportunity to defend himself.
Though the House hits on several occasions
discussed the whole question, it has never yet
said that it is not prepared to give him a
hearing and that right to vindicate himself
which every Britisher should have. Tn the
past, hon. members hare not considered that
in his behalf a ease has been made out of
sufficient urgency to demand such an inquiry
as a select committee would provide. The
statement which I now propose to read to the
House, and which is in the form of a state-
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tory declaration, contains certain assertions
which I think wvill appeal to the reason of
hon. members and cause them to alter their
opinion as to the advisability of the appoint-
ment of a select committee. The document has
been sworn before the mayor of Perth as a
justice of the peace, and it reads as fob-
lows:-

1, Mifred Coleaso XesseUl, a justice of
the peace, and formerly secretary to the
Premier, and secretary of the Western Aus-
tralian tiovernment offices in London, and
now employed as confidential secretary, and
residing at Mt. Hawthorn, do solemnly and
sincerely declare-

I. That for a period of twvelve years,
from 1902 to 1914, 1 was secretary to the
Premier 's office in Westein Australia.

2. 1 hold high testimonials regarding
my service to the State from the present
Minister for Works (Hon. W. J. George).

3. Also from six successive Premiers, VIZ.,
the Hon. Sir Walter James, the late Hon.
H. Daglisli, Sir Cornthwaite Rason, Sir
Newton Moore, the late Hon. Frank Wil-
son, and Hon. J. Scaddan. These gentle-
men described my service as baring been
rendered in a loyal, intelligent, tactful, in.
dustrious, diligent, and methodical man-
ner.

4. That from 1L914 to 1917, a, period of
three years, I was secretary to the West-
era Australian Government offices in Lon-
don, having bean transferred from the
Premier's office to that position.

5. The Agent General also described my
service as having been satisfactorily ren-
dered tip to the date of my departure
from London.

6. Sir Henry Lefroy stated in Parlia-
ment that ''there is nothing on record
derogatory to the name or service of My,
Kessell,'' whilst the present Premier (Sir
James Mitchcll) has personally assured mne
that he ''knows my name and my service
are clean.''

7. These gentlemen represented the only
departments to which I was attached in the
Government service.

8. T was suddenly retired from the ser-
vice by cable, without any warning, and
without any advice regarding the Act or
section of an Act under which I was so
retired.

9. Naturally, in the course of such ser-
vice, and the cable advice being so incom-
plete, this came as a severe blow to mo;
the effect of it was to leave myself and
family stranded in London, as no pi-ovi-
sion was made for onr return to Western
Australia.

10. U0pon inquiry I was advised that the
Government were under no obligation to
return myself and family to the State.

11. That I was not actually retired be-
cause of being an "excess officer" is shown
by-

(a) The fact that an "acting secre-
tary" was simultaneously appointed,

and three other persons have since occu-
Pied the sarne position. According to a
statement made by the Public Service
Commissioner no inquiries were made by.-
cable from London as to who could best
be spared, or who might possibly be con-
sidered an "excess officer.''

(b) Before my retirement was cabled,
the Government were inviting applica-
tions in the State for another officer to
proceed to the London agency.

(e) Although I was supposed to he
retired as an ''excess oifficer," under a
scheme of reorganisation, my retirement
was cabled apparently before the Public
Service Commissioner received his com-
mission from His Excellency the Gover-
nor to proceed with such scheme of re-
organisation.
12. As the cable did not provide for-

(a) Any reasonable notice prior to re-
tirement;

(b) Any salary or lea 've in lieu of such
notice, as is customarily paid;

(e) Payment of salary until return to
the State;

(d) Payment for any unavoidable de-
tentions en route from England to West-
ern Australia; or

(e) The extension of my period of
service, with a view to granting a atis-
factory pension, owing to deprivation of
office,

I was forced to ascertain my legal posi-
tion.

13. The Gov-ernment appointed another
person as ''acting secretary,'' be then be-
ing a sick man, waiting for a short period
to elapse before his retirement, which actn-
ally came about Thortly after his appoint-
mnent as my successor.

14. Further, by retiring him, instead of
me, all expense to the State in returning
myself and family, sod the subsequent
granting of a pension, would have been
avoided, had proper cable inquiries been
-made from London before taking action.

15, Upon my arrival in Western Aus-
tralia I called upon the Public Service Comi-
missioner who, after bearing my statement,
volunteered the remark, "Mad I known the
conditions in London to be such as you
bave revealed, I would never have sent
the cable.''

16. The Hon. Frank Wilson, shortly
after my return, called me into his office
and said:, "Kessell, I realise that I mnde
a mistake in sending that cable, but I am
now a sick man, out of politics, and cannot
see bow I can amend the mistake.''

17. Mr. Wilson informed me that be
moved in the direction of my retirement
because of private correspondence received
from Sir Newton Moore, although all
official reports in regard to my service were
thoroughly satisfactory. The Under
Treasurer (Mr. Black) also informed me
shortly after my return that during amy
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service in London every-thing had reached
him through ate, as secretary, in a most
satisfactory and complete meaner.

18. Upon returning from London I ap-
plied to see my file, which was first promised
by the Public Service Commissioner's
office, and then denied me. I had to wait
114 days before the sme was obtainable
through Parliament.

19. 1 carefully perused the file when ob-
tainable, and I affirm that there is no
evidence thereon which would suggest that
T was an ''excess officer,'" or that would
justify my retirement on that round.

20. At the farewell given to me in Lon-
don, the newly appointed "acting sere-
tary'' requested me to tell the Government
that he did not want the position; that
he was not equal to the strain; and that
they should send my successor as soon as
possible.

21. I have endeavoured to obtain a select
committee or independent inquiry, being
conscious of having rendered loyal and
consistent service in the positions which
I held.

22. 1 folly believe that my retirement
yas brought about because I refused to be
dishonest behind my employer's back, in
that, when asked for my views, and at
other times, I expressed disapproval of the
use of State moneys for private and im-
proper purposes-

Point of Order.
The Premier: May I rise to a point of

ordert
Mr. Speaker: What is the point of

order?
The Premier: It seems to me that this

statutory declaration accuses people who are
not members of this House, accuses the Agent
General for the moment, I suppose, of dis-
honesty. Should an hon. member accept a
declaration of that kind from Mr. Kessell,
or from anybody else, and bring it to this
House and read it out to the House? The
point of order is that I think a declaration
containing such statements as are now being
read out should not be presented here, and
that the House should not receive such a
declaration.

Mr. Speaker: In reply to the Premier's
point of order I must say that I have no
authority to prevent an hon. member from
reading any declaration to the House. My
hands are tied in that respect. I have looked
through the Standing Orders, and also
through the text books and ''May," and ac-
cording to the authorities there is nothing to
prevent the levelling of such charges. I am
therefore bound to role that the member for
Leederville is in order. I may say, however,'
that it is a nmatter for the House. If the
House is of opinion that this declaration
should not be read, it is competent for an
lion. member to move to dissent from my
ruling.

Dissent from Ruling.
The Premier: I think the House ought

to consider the matter, and in order that
it may (10 so I move-

That this Rouse dissents from Mr.
Speaker's ruling.

My reason for taking that step is just this:
a person outside this House could make a
statutory declaration concerning another per-
son outside this House, charging that other
person with any crimie that a mn" can be
charged with, say fraud or even murder,
and without submitting any proofs--

Capt. Carter: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker-

Mr. Speaker: Order! I most first dispose
of the Premier 's point of order.

The Premier: The person making the
charge would, in such circumstances, escape
all risk of action for slander or defamation,
or indeed action of any kind, in respect of
such statements published in this way. In my
opinion, the House should take the matter
into consideration and should determine that
such statements are not to be read here.
If Mr. Kessell wishes to make this statement,
charging somebody, apparently the Agent
General, with fraud, then hie ought to make
it publicly outside, in order that the
Agent General might have opportunity to
protect himself. Statements made in the
House are privileged, and the House ought
to determine that declarations containing
charges against a member of the House, or
a member of the public, should not be read
here. It would be very dangerous if we
permitted such things. I should like to hear
the member for Kanownia (Hon. T. Walker)
on the subject.

Hon. T. Walker: I hope the Premier will
withdraw his motion.

The Premier: I will not.
Hon. T. Walker: For this reasoa: this is

a court, the highest court in the land, the
high court of Parliament. It is a court to
which every citizen can present a petition
for the redress of grievances; and the same
course can be taken in presenting a griev-
ance as is taken in any other court, namnely,
by affidavit or declaration, or by a written
statement. Those statements may not be
true. It is really on the allegations that are
made in such declaration that the judgment
of the House is to be exercised ms to whether
or not it is necessary to have a select com-
mittee. There is no authority to prevent any
member presenting any grievance, even
thouigh that grievance in its presentation
may have the effect of a libel if uttered out-
side the Chamber.

The Premier: He can present a petition,
of course.

Hon. T. Walker: Well, what is a petition
but the expression given to a grievance, or
a claim to have a grievance redressed, whether
presented in written form or through the
mouth of a member of the Chamber? It is
open to any member to champion the cause
of any wronged citizen; that is to say, a
wronged citizen to whom this House has
power to give redress. Consequently to ex-
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elude a statement of that kind-without ap-
proving of its taste or accuracy or any other
qualities it may or may not possess-ex-
elusion of that statement would be to cur-
tail the rights and opportunities of this
Chamber for the redress of grievances. There
is no authority in the whole of our Parlia-
mentary history, or rights and privileges of
such Chambers as this, no authority which
my friend the Premier can quote to support
him. It hAs been the undoubted custom
to permit the utmost latitude in this Chamn-
ber, and for members to be free from the
exercise of common law or of the law of
libel, in order that they may have the 'it-
most freedom of speech.

The Premier: Yes, if the member says
what he believes to be true; but here he reads
a statement.

Hon. T. Walker: What is being done?
The case of Mr. Kessell has been challenged
by the member for Leederville. In order
that he may Support his ease lie quotes a
declaration. He does not vouch for its ac-
curacy. Nobody can. But it is on its ac-
curacy or inaccuracy that we decide whether
the claim of Kessell be entertained or dis-
missed.

Capt. Carter: That is the whole point.
Eon, T. Walker: The han. member is say-

ing to thuis Chanmber, ''This is the case of
Kesselt''"

Mr. Underwood: Shouldl an impostor be
allowed to hold uip this Chamber?

Hon. T. Walker: I do not know about that.
I am afraid it is very often done.

Mr. Underwood: He should not be allowed
to do so.
I Hon. T. Walker; This is the gentleman
whom we beard last night wax eloquent
over the blessings of liberty! The member
for Lecilerville is exercising his rights, is not
outside his rights. He may have a
bad case, but it is for the House to
judge after they have hiem-f tIhat case.
He may have a good case. The House can
judge when they have heard him. But sach
materials as constitute the ease hie is fully
entitled to place before the House without
limitation or restriction. Every authority of
Parliamentary practice affirms tbat.

Mr. Underwood: You are quite wrong.
Hon. T. Walker: Therefore, I trust that,

rather than put the Rouse to a division,
the Premier will withdraw his motion.

Hon. P. Collier: I believe with my colleague
the member for Kanowna, that you, Sir, have
no alternative but to rule that the member for
L~eedcrville is in order. There is nothing
in our Standing Orders or the rules govern-
ig debate in this Chamber to prevent the hon.
member from reading the declaration if he
so desires. It is entirely a question of pro-
priety, a question for the bon. member's own
judgment, whether in the circumstances he
ought to read such a declaration. But I call
attention to this point: there is a great dif-
ference between a member having the ab-
solute right of free speech without the pos-
sibility of any charge for libel lying against

him, hetwen the rights of a member, and the
rights of an outside, private citizen being able
to use this House as a vehicl; to libel some
other citizen. It may be that the hon. mem-
ber wants to read this declaration in order to
establish his case for the appointment of a
select committee, or that Mr. Kessell, in order
to obtain this inquiry, feels that he is justi-
fled in making such a declaration. But there
is a very great difference between the action
of Mr. Kessel] in signing a declaration and
having it published outside and so taking the
responsibility for it, and his signing a de-
claration and getting a member to rend it in
the House, where he himself is free from re-
sponsibility.

Hon. T. Walker: He is not free on that
point. Anybody who signs a statement takes
an oath, and if it is false he is liable in law.

Hon. P. Collier: Even though it is read
onl1y in the House?

Heon. T. Walker: Yes.
lion. P. Collier: Then he takes the respon-

sibility. If Mr Kessell takes the responsi-
bilities for it, although it is read only in the
House, just as he would take the responsi-
bilities if it were read outside, then, of course,
be is entitled to have it readL

The Premier: Why did he not publish it in
a newspaper 9

Ho,,., P , Collier: T do not suppose he would
get any newspaper to publish it, for the news-
paper %could he responsible if it were libellous.

Mr. Simnons: It would cost a newspaper
£5,000 to publish that.

Bon. P. Collier: However, it is a matter
for the judgment of the hon. member as to
whether the document ought to be read.

Mr. Richardson: Does not the declaration
become the property of the House when it is
read here?

Hon. P. Coller: Yes.
Mr. Richardson: Then it becomes public.
Boan. P. Collier: Certainly.
The Colonial Secretary: Ts not the swear-

ing of such a9 declaration equivalent to publi-
cation?

Hon. T. Walker: Yes, it is the taking of
.an oath on a material matter.

Hon. P. Collier: Then in that respect Mr.
lResaell takes the responsibilities. In the main,
I agree with the Premier as to the ethics re-
vealedl in the signing of a declaration charg-
ing a man, not mni'v not a member of this
Rouse, but not even, in the State, and so not
in a position to defend himself, or at least
not until many months later.

Mr. Stubbs: The motion is that your rud-
ig be disagreed with. The Premier would be
well advised to withdraw the motion, for
ever" member must support the Speaker's rul-
ing,* since there is nothing in the Standing
Orders to prevent an hon. member from read-
ing a declaration if he thinks fit. We havq
no right to question that.

7%r. Simons: Is there any precedent or riu!-
ing to indicate to us whether the reading of
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a statement in the House constitutes publica-
tionl

Mr. Speaker: I have no precedent to
guide me in the matter. We do know that
the proceedings of Parliament are public,
and that members can make any statement
they like in Parliament under the privileges
of the House, and defy' the law. I have
looked for something to guide me, but can
find nothing. I do not know of any case
of this kind having cropped up in any Par-
liament in Australia.

Mr. Simons : I would like to know
whether a person, having charges to mnake
against another person but being afraid to
make them in the ordinary way, might not
use a membier of Parliaument-I do not say
that is the case in this instance-as an
ii,troment by which to express some libel-
Ions statement.

Mr. Speaker: The only answer I can give
to the hon. member is based on what I have
gatthered since I became a member of Par-
liament, as to the functions of a member
of Parlianment. I feel that Parliament was
given certain authority on the understand-
Ing that no member of it would ever
attempt to abuse his privileges. I have
already pointed out to the House that I
had no other course than to rule that the
member for Leederville was in order in
reading the declaration in question, and to
tell the House that I left the matter en-
ti-ely to members. It is for members to
decide whether they will allow the declara-
tion to be used for this particular purpose
or not.

Mr. Miullany : I should like to know
whether, in the event of the nmember for
Leederville being permitted to read this
sworn declaration, and using it as evidence,
before what the member for Kanowna re-
ferred to as the highest court in the land,
that document would then become the
property of the House and be left in the
custody of the House. The member for
Kanowna has said that the person who
signed a declaration of this sort containing
satements that were subisequently proved
to be false rendered himself liahle to
prosecution for perjury. SO far as I know
there is Only one copy of the declaration in
existence. If that is to be ,ised here as
evidence and is subsequently removed, how
would there be any' evidence against the

person who signed the declaration in the
event of them being subsequent proceed-
ings in the conrt?

Hon. T. Walker: Tt must be laid on the
Table.

Mr. Speaker: T will rend a passage from
''May'' which is apropos of the point
undler discussion-

If a member should ay nothing dis-
rospeetful to the House or to the Chair,'
or personally opprobrious to other mem-
Ioys, or in violation of other rules of the
House, he may gtatc whatever he thinks
fit in debate, however offensive it may
be to the feelings.. or injurious to the

character, of individuals; and he is pro-
tected by his privilege from any action
fo, libel, as well as from any other ques-
tion or molestation. In the case of an
action brought in the Irish courts against
a member of the House of Commons for
words spoken in the House, the court,
being satisfied that those words consti-
tuted the cause of action, ordered that
the wr-it and statement should be taken
off the records of the court, the court
having no jurisdiction in the matter.
Hon. T1. Walker: That is protection for

the member.
Capt. Carter: I hope the Premier will not

proceed with his motion. I tried to make
it clear that I did not attempt to place this
miatter again before Parliament until after
I had perused the statement in question.
That statement has been made in the form
of an oath before a Justice of the Pence,
the Mayor of Perth. I have an additional
copy here, and ain prepared to place it upon
the Table of the House, if you rule that I
must do so. I do not think there is any-
thing in the statement other than those
things which Mr. Kessell states are facts,
and in my opinion these facts make it in-
cumbent upon me to place the matter be-
fore the House. I hope your ruling will be
upheld and that I may be permitted to read
the remainder of the declaration.

Mr. Speaker: The member for Kanowna
has stated that when a paper has been
read it becomes the property of the House
and should be laid on the Table. That
would apl~py if a Minister read it. It has
been ruled in the House that a private
m~ember cannot lay a paper on the Table.

Hon. T. Walker: It has been ruled, in re-
ference to Government and officiall papers,
that they must come from the proper source.

Mr. Speaker: It has been ruled in the
House that a private member cannot lay a
paper on the Table.

The Premier: If an hon. member is per-
mitted to read a declaration by any person
who likes to make one, a dangerous situation
may arise. Any unscrupulous person outside
the House, wvho desires to take away the char-
acter of any other person in the State, can do
so if he is able to prevail upon some hon.
member to read a statement made by him.

Mr. Corboy: Do you think he could prevail
upon any member here to do it?

The Premier: Someone night persuade
even the hon. member to read a document
which contained not an atom of truth. Un-
-less the House decides that this document
cannot be read, it can be read, and any other
similar document may he read, attacking any-
one upon any subject. It can thus safely be
presented to members of the House, and in
that way' passed on to the public.

Capt. Carter: That depends upon the dis-
cretion of the private member.

The Premier: Yes.
Capt. Carter: I ask the House to accept my

judgment in this matter.
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Hon. T. Walker: It is true there are
dangers, but that is the ruling.

The Premier: The Standing Orders are
silent on the point. I know the bon. member
who desires to read this declaration believes
that the mn who made it has been unfairly
treated, and that he is only actuated by the
highest motives in bringing this declaration
to the House and asking for the appointment
of a select committee. It is a dangerous thing
for any member to accept a statement charg-
ing other persons with fraud or any other
crime unless he is certain the statement he in-
tends to read is true.

Air. Corboy: He should satisfy himself
on the point, if possible.

The Premier: It is impossible for any in-
dividual to satisfy himself that a man at this
end of the world, charging another at the
other end of the world, is speaking the truth.

Capt. Carter: I rise to a point of order.
In his remarks the Premier presupposes that
I have not inquired as to whether the indi-
vidual in question believes what he Says is
true.

Mr. Corboy: You said you took no respon-
sibilities.

Capt. Carter: I have Satisfied myself that
this document should be read to the House.

Mr. Speaker: I do Diot see where the point
of order conies in. The hon. member did in-
dicate that he was not vouching for the ac-
curacy of the declaration.

Capt. Carter: I take the, remarks of the
Premier as a reflection upon my judgment.

Mr. Speaker: I do not think one was in.
tended.

Ron. P. Collier: Necessarily, you do not
vouch for the accuracy of the declaration.

Motion (that the Speaker's ruling be dis-
sented from) put and a division taken with
the following result-

Ayes - . . . . - 6

Noes -- -- -- 26

Majority against

Mr. Dlenton
Mr. Mann
Sir James Mi tchell

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Angwln
Mr. Carter
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy,
Mrs. CO."n
Mr. Davies
Mr. fluracl
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hems,
M4r. Hickaiott

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

NOES,

Motion thus negatived.

20

Sampson
J. Thomson
Mullrny

-(Taller.)

Mr. Jnston
Mr. Latham
Mr. Lutey
Mr. O'Logblen
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Sions
Mr. Stubb.
Mr. A. 'Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Walker
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Muncie

(Teller.)

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.p%.

Debate resumed.
Capt. CARTER: Before the tea adjourn-

wnent I had read about half of the statutory
declaration of A. C. Kessell. I will read
again the paragraph during which the point
of order arose, so that members may take
up the thread of the declaration-

22. I folly believe that my) retirement
was brought about because I refused to
be dishonest behind my employer's back,
in that, when asked for my views, and
at other times, I expressed disapproval
of the use of the State monies for private
and improper purposes and, consequently,
refused to sign improper vouchers. As
proof of this, I hereby solmenly state
that-

(a) I refused to sign accounts or
vouchers which represented expenditure
of State money for private purposes.

(b) I refused to approve of private ex-
penditure being incurred, and then
charged to the Department of the pros-
ent Minister for Works (Hon. WV. J.
George), i.e., State Sawmills.

(e) I refused to approve of private
expenditure being incurred, and then
charged to the Eon. Mr. Colebatch's
(then) Department, ice., State Steam-
ship Service.
(d) I refused to approve of private
expenditure being 'incurred, and then
charged to the Premier's and Colonial
Treasurer's Department.

(e) I refused to approve of private
expenditure being incurred, and then
charged to the Colonial Secretary's De-
partmtent, i.e., Immigration.

(f) I disapproved of a sick Minister
visiting Loudon being debited with cer-
tain expenditure whereas other amounts
had been privately expended, and
charged up in a manner which gave no
indication as to who was revponsible for
such expenditure.

(g) I disapproved of incurring expen-
diture for motor cars and taxis from dine
to time when there was a State-owned
car which should have been (but was
not) available for official purposes, or
even for visiting wounded Western Aus-
tralian, soldiers in hospital.

(h) I disapproved of the decoration
of a private house out of State funds.

(i) I disapproved of expenditure in
connection with private luncheons being
debited to the State, particularly when
there was no ''entertainment allow.
ance.,,

(j) I disapproved, when asked for my
view, of the letting of two furnished
rooms in the Agent General's offices, at
a ridiculous rental, including the services
of a competent typimte, the cost of the
latter alone being within £3 of the total
amount to be received as annual rental
for the said two offices. I also disap-
proved of ertain remissions of this low
rental.
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(k) I disapproved of ant oflice clerk
and one of the typistes being occupied
so extensively for private affairs, whilst
paid for by the State.

(1) 1 expressed the foregoing disap-
provals in my capacity of Secretary and
certifying officer, appointed by the Col-
onial Treasurer's Department.
23. Before leaving Perth, I was in-

structed to do my best to effect economies
wherever possible, and although my efforts
wecrc aided by and approved from time to
time by the accountant, I failed to receive
the support of the Agent General.

24. 1 had recommended a scheme un-
der which extensive economies could have
been effected some time before my retire-
ment came about. This Sir Newton Moore
ignored, but it has since been carried out.

25. Tn connection with a certain official
matter, a. cheque for £250 was apparently
needlessly drawn, and such sum, I was in.
formed at the time I was instructed to
draw the cheque, would find its way into
certain private pockets.

26. Because in the course of my official
duty I saw fit to act conscientiously in all
these- matters, yet withal merely respect-
fully expressing my official and personal
view regarding expenditure and the wrong-
ful or misleading representation of same
to the State, I became a " marked man"
by Sir Newton Moore, who endeavoured
(on his own subsequent admission) to
bring about my removal through private
correspondence.

27. 1 find, also, upon a perusal of the
file, that it contains a statement in a min-
ute by Mr. James Gardiner, which went
before Cabinet, to the effect that " Kessell
accepted £70, instead of £40, and said noth-
ing, with no suggraotion of n error, which
he well knowaK'I This amounts to a charge
of dishonesty, and I submit that it must
necessarily have misled Cabinet; its in-
accuracy can be incontrovertibly demon-
strated.

28. Further, in addition to Cabinet be-
ing apparently misled by the nature of the
minute referred to, the file shows that a
cable which had been received from the
present Agent General (Sir James Con-
nolly) suggested that a cable which had
been sent to me, and purporting to be
signed by certain gentlemen representing
various sections; of the community, was; not,
in fact, signed by them. This is tanta-
mount to a charge of thle gravest nature.
The Agent General's cable was read to me,
in the Premiler's office, by Sir Henry Le-
froy and I imumedintely refuted the charge
or insinuation by production of the cable
message bearing the original signatures of
the gentlemen referred to. Sir Henry Le-
froy then expressed his conviction that the
cable was genuine. I, therefore, say that
this grave charge made by Sir James Con-
nolly has been and can again be incon-
trovertibly refuted.

29. In connection with my retirement,
Sty Newton 'Moore offercd to ship my furni-

ture to the State freight free; I never
asked for this to be done. This offer to
ship the furniture was voluntarily made by
Sir Newton Moore, and was one which 1,
quite naturally, gratefully accepted. The
offer is confirmed by Sir Henry Lefroy's
telegram to the Prime !flnister, which is
on the file.

30. In due course the said furniture
was shipped by a Comnmonwvealth vessel
and the bill for freight rendered to me.
I declined to pay, pleading "no liability"
and ''inability,'' and concurred in a writ
being taken out by the Commonwealth
Government against the State Government
and Keasell conjointly, in order that the
matter in dispute might be determined in a
court of law.

31. As soon as my counsel entered an
appearance to the writ, the State Govern-
ment, without notifying me, paid the
freight, and then, by way of a ''set-off,''
at first withheld the whole of my pension,
and later on one-half thereof until such
time as the full amount shall have been
received by them.

I paid all charges, other than freight, as
promised by me before leaving London.

33. 1 consider that the foregoing mat-
ters relating to implied dishonesty, misre-
presentation, and the withholding of the
pension granted to me by His Majesty
the King for faithful service, constitute
persecution, for which there is no justifi-
cation whatsoever. Moreover, the whole of
my civil service career dispels any such in-
nuendoes.

34. Furthermore, this persecution has
had most serious effects in the financial and
business circles with which I have hitherto
dealt, and has compelled me to make known
for the first time, in my own defense, the
facts set out in this declaration.

35. One act of careful attention to ad-
ministration on my part (when there was
no Agent General in daily attendance, or
even at times, for ten minutes in a week)
led to the Government receiving over
£30,000, yet the Agent General never gave
mec credit for same. This can ho incon-
trovertibly proved. Moreover, it must he
remembered that for about eighteen
months the Agent General was practically
''out of touch'' with the London office,
which entailed great responsibility and care
on the part of the Secretary.

37. That I did my duty conscientiously
and to the satisfaction of those interested
is evidenced by the fact that over sixty
(60) people representing every section of
the Western Australian conmmuuity in
London, voluntarily subscribed to a testi-
monial certifying to my ahility and cour-
teous attention to their requirements from
time to time.

And I make this solemn declaration by
virtue of Section 106 of "The Evidence
Act, 1906''

(Sgd.) A. C. KESSELL.
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Declared at Perth, this 9th day of
March, 1922, before me-

(Bgd.) W. F. LATHLAIN,
(Justice of the Peace and _Mayor of
the City of Perth in the State of West-
ern Australia).

[Stamp.]
The document from which I have read is not
the original statutory declaration, but a copy.
It was my intention, however, to hand to the
Premier the original document signed by Kes-
sell, the original statutory declaration. I be-
lieve that the man himself lies Stated the case
in what he regards as a perfectly open,
straightforward, and honest manner. If there
is anything to bide, then I do not wish to he
associated with the matter. I have taken up
the ease again this session only because of
the extraordinary nature of the charges made
in the declaration. In banding the original
declaration to the Premier, I do so out of
respect for the opinions expressed by various
hon. members who spoke on the point of order
raised by the Premier. What those hion. mem-
bers have stated has led me to believe that it
would be in the best interests of the House
that the original document should be laid on
the Table through the medium of the Pro-
mier. That this matter is not merely a pri-
vate vendetta or quarrel is proved by the fact
that, after certain research, it has been taken
up by other people than the individual con-
cerned. In this connection I quote the fol-
lowing letter, dated the 25th November, 1921,
from the general secretary of the Civil Ser-
vice Association of Western Australia:~

Dear 'Mr. Kessell,--At the monthly meet-
ing of my council held last night, reference
was made to Captain Carter's motion iii
the Assembly for a select committee to in-
quire into and report upon your retirement
from the secretaryship to the London
agency. The council expressed the unani-
mous opinion that the association would
welcome the fullest inquiry into this mat-
ter, and authorised me to convey this opin-
ion to the Press. Rather than write direct
to the Press, I have concluded that it would
perhaps meet the case better to acquaint
you with the council Is attitude, leaving it
to yourself to -make what use of this letter
you think best.

The main argument I desire to place before
the House is contained in that letter. The
charges made in the statutory declaration are
of such a nature that it is incumbent upon
the Government to see that they are ventil-
ated, and that this individual is given one
clear chance to stand hiR tr-ia] and refute, if
he possibly can, every allegation and in'nu-
endo made against him, and to clear away
the misunderstandings that at present snr-
round his name. I do not wish to labour the
question any further, hut I do hope the House
will seriously consider the position, because
the declaration which I have been privileged
to read to the House is of such a serious
character as to call for immediate action. I
trust, therefore, that the House will grant

Kessell this inquiry, all inquiry which will
throw the light of day on all the charges
which he has laid against individuals who un-t
fortunately are niot in the State at the pre-
sent time. It is not my intention to say more,
except to plead with members on both sides
of the Chamber who have heard the declara-
tion to give this man an Opportunity to clear
himself.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I second the motion.

[Resolved: That motions he continued.]

The PREMIER (Ron. Sir James Mitchell
-Northamn) [7,45]: 1 have not had an op-
portunity of perusing the contents of the de-
claration read by the member for Leederville;.
The charges, however, are of so serious a
character, that I think the House should
direct that an inquiry be held. I need not
discuss the matter at any great length. The
charges are of so serious a character that I
think the House should direct that a Royal
Commission be appointed to inquire into
them.

Hon. T. Walker: Not a select committedl
The PREMIER: No, a Royal Conimission.

It would be fair to all, to Mr. Keseeli, and
certainly to the people charged with so muck
wrongdoing. We should appoint a Royal
Commission; if possible, the Commissioner
should be a Judge of the Supreme Court.

Mr. Corhoy: Will that be to inquire only
into the charges?

The PREMIER: No. Into the whole ques-
tion. I1 do not believe there is an atom of
truth in any of the charges this man has lev-
elled against the late Agent General.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Ile will be able to answer
the charges.

The PREMIER:- Of course, Mr. Kessell
will have to appear before the Royal Commis-
sion, and he will be 'examined on ouith. He
will have to be responsible for the statements
he makes, and if he makes statements that
are untrue, he will have to answer for them.

Mr. J. H. Smith:. Witnesses have to hie
sworn.

The PREMIER: In my opinion, this man
has been treated generously by the Govern-
ment and by the Agent General. It is a very
strange thing that when Sir Newton 'Moore
wanted to debit up expenses in connection
with his work as Agent General, this high atud
mighty official objected!

Ron. P. Collier: The office boy objected!
Hon. W. C. Angivin: Parliament made a

grant for entertainments.
The PREMIER: This man objected!

He considered he was higher than the Agent
General and the Government! He was
supreme!

Hon. P. Collier: One wonders how he
could have allowed it!

The PREMNIER: When it conies to a
matter, however, of £400 to bring his furni-
ture to Western Australia, of course, it was
not an illegal act. That was not wrong.
He had already got an allowance of £40.
HP baa already drawn that amount. In fact,
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he managed to get £70. The amount for the
conveyance of furniture is fixed by regula-
tion.

Mr. Macalmn Smith: That is not a fair
way to put it.

The PREMIER: I say it is fair. I am
goinAg to put it that way.

Mr. Mfachalum Smith: I know the cir-
cumstances.

The PRKMIER: I know them a good deal
better than the hon. member. When it comes
to a question of the Agent General saying
that he will take the furniture to Western
Australia free, it is apparently a perfectly
legal thing. It was true that it wvas thought
that the furniture might come by the "'Kan-
garoo." It did not come out by that vessel,
but by another boat.

Air. Machalum Smith: Kessell did not
know.

The PREMIER: I do not believe the
Agent General promised that the furniture
would be brought out without cost. I know
it is against the regulations to allow more
than a fixed amount for that sort of thing.
1I will not discuss the matter at any length.
We have discussed it time and again. Let
us appoint a Royal Commnission to go into
the whole matter. We will get behind the
truth and get to finality. I do not hnow
'why, when a man is retired from the Civil
Service, we always have the question brought
up-

Mr. Macallum Smith: Why is thi Ls man
retired and given a pension?

Mr. Johnston: A young mait too!
Hon. W. C. Angwiaz He could have gone

back to the Railway Department.
The PREMIER: If an injustice has been

done, it should be inquired into. I do not
tink any injnstice has been done. It seems
to me that there is no reason why the Crown
should continue to employ an officer when it
is felt by those in authority that he is no
longer filling his position satisfactorily. Why
should the Crown keep such a man? The
member for North Perth (Mr. Macallum
Smith) does not keep a man in his employ,
when hie does not wish to do so.

Mr. Corboy: He cannot keep those in his
employ whom he wants to.

The PRE-MIER: It is probably fortunate
for so young a man to have a pension. If
he has ability-and there is no doubt that
he has ability-

Capt. Carter: He has shown that ability
under six Premiers.

The PREMIER:- At any rate, he has been
retired on a pension. I 'ask the House to
agree to the appointment of n Royal Com-
mission. I do not think any good can result
fromn discussing this matter at any length
this evening. in view of the serious chargses
inade against an honourable n like Sir
Newton Moore, no hon. moember would ques-
tion for one moment the wisdom of appoint-
ing a Royal Commission. We shall be doing
jusitice to Sir Newton Moors. I repeat that
I do not believe there is one word of truth in

the charges against that gentleman. I Move
an amendment-

That the wrords ''a select commnittee 7 '
be Struck out and ''in the opinion of this
House a Royal Commission should'' be in-
serted in lien,

Capt. CARTER (Leoderville-on amend-
nient) [7.58]: I thank the Premier for the
view lie has taken of the question. I do not
altogether agree with certain words he has
used.

Ron. T. Walker: Are you speaking on the
amendment?

Capt. CARTER: Yes, I am not speaking
in reply. I concur in the Premier's sug-
gestion because I believe that, with such a
person as the Premier has mentioned, namely
a Supreme Court judge, or some individual
of high standing, there will be no question
left in the minds of the public, of Kessell
or of any individual concerned, that the
matter has not been properly inquired into.
That is all I ask. If the course suggested
by the Premier be followed, then my work
isi done. I am perfectly satisfied. I think
I am right in stating that a man with 12
years' service under six different Premiers,
must have evidenced a certain amount of
ability, and that must have dwindled-

Mr. SPEAKER: That has nothing to do
w-ith the amen dment. The hon. member can-
not reply at this stage. If he wishes to re-
ply I must be satisfied that no other hon,
member wishes to speak.

Capt. CARTER:- I do not wish to reply
at this stage. I accept the amendment.

Ron. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [8.55]:- I
desire to say only a few words. I agree that
the charges contained in the document read
by the member for Leederville are of so
Serious a character as to warrant the most
searching investigation. To do that it will
be necessary to have at least a Royal Com-
mission. I am concerned, however, as to how
any Royal Commission can he appointed-

The SPEAKER: The hon. member had
better leave that aspect until 1 put the amend-
ment.

Hion. P. COLLIER: It is relevant, be-
cause I wish to discuss how the Royal
Commission can deal with it.

The SPEAKER: That is all right.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I want to be satisfied

that a Royal Commission will be able to
carry out the work. In this case un-
fortuately one of the persons concerned
is in Loudon.

Mr. Mann: Two are in London.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Perhaps three.
Rion. P. COLLIER: That isr so.
Mr. Macallum Smith:- There are a good

many witnesses in London too.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not aware

whether the Royal Commissioner's Powers
Act provides for a Royal Commission
taking evidence on commission. I would
not offer a definite opinion on the matter,

huso far as I know, a Royal Commis-
sioner will not have that power. He will
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be able to examine Kessell and any other
witnesses in, this State who cait give evidence
bearing on this question.

Mr. Macallum Smith: Can the Royal
Commissioner go to Londont

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the matter is to be
sifted thoroughly, he may require evidence
from London.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Anyhow, the accounts
are here.

The Premier: I think a Royal Com-
m~issioner can take evidence on commissio.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Dlocuments bearing on
the ease are in the State.

Mr. Mann: The matter of the cablegram
can be investigated here.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Apart altogether from
the evidence that may be extracted by a
reference to the files and documents, there
will be the other most important factor,
namely, the evidence of the man who is
charged with these offences. This is one
of the most serious, if not the most
serious of the charges that have been levelled
since I have been a member of this
House. Whet, an Agent General is
charged with the misappropriation of
public moneys for private reasons, it must
he recognised that nothing more serious could
be charged against a public man. It is in-
cumbent upon us to see that the matter is
thoroughly sifted to the bottom, and that
every opportunity will be afforded to the
individual concerned to give evidence before
the Royal Commission or to put his diew9*
before anyone we may appoint.

Mr. Money: That would be provided for in
the terms of appointment of the Royal Com-
mission.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That will not be pro-
viled for. The scope of the inquiry will be
included in the terms of the Royal Commission
hut that will not enable the Commissioner, if
there is no other 'power, to take evidence on
commission-

ITo,,. T. Walker: Outside the State.
Hon. P. COLLTER: The terms of the Come-

mission will not enable evidence to be
taken outside the State. However, it is
futile for us to discuss that now. I rose
only to bring before the House the possi-
bility of having a full and thorough in-
vestigation, and the question whether it
will be possible to have a Royal Commis-
sion to take evidence in England. No
inquiry can be complete without the
evidence of Sir Newton '.%[ore and others
at present in London.

Amendment put and passed.
Question, as amended, agreed to.

'MOTTON-RAVEN'STHORPE SMTELTERS,
PRIVY COUNCIL APPEAL.

Mr. CORDOY (Yilgarn) (8.11: I move-
That in the opinion of the House the

decision of the Government, as publicly
announced, to aupeal to the Privy Council
against the decision of the High Court of

Australia in the matter of Mc~eil and
Femnales versus the Crown is unwarranted,
andi should not be proceeded with.

I do not intend to traverse the round we
went over last session, but I wish to reiterAd
the request I then made, and have repeatedly
made to the Ministry outside the Chamber,
namely, that they go into the whole question
closely and examine the position to see if
they cannot realise that by prosecuting fur-
ther appeals they are merely throwing good
money after bad in costs. In approaching
Ministers on this question I have found a
good deal of difficulty. Prior to the Pre-
mier's departure for England I. proposed to
him an offer for a settlement in this case, and
pointed out that a settlement on the basis
Suggested would mean to the Government a
saving of £.10,000 on the verdict. That was
subsequent to Mr. Justice Burnside 's decision.
The offer was not accepted. The appeal to
the High Court of Australia was persisted in.
I want to refer to the remarks of the judges
of tlmat court, to portions of their judgment,
and to the attitude of the Government. In
taking the ease to the High Court of Aus-
tralia the Governmtent put up the plea of the
Crown Suits Act in respect of the first five
campaigns on which they were being sued
for fraud, the plea that the Crown Suits Act
debarred action on the part of the plaintiffs.
The remarks of some of the judges respect-
ing this pla throws light on what is thought
by- others of this point raised by the Crown.
Having presented that point to the court,
counsel for the Crown was asked by the
Chief Justice whether the attitude of the
Government did not mean this: "You con-
tend,'' said the Chief Justice, " thatt the
Goverrnmnt, having stolen the money, intend
to keep itt'' In moy opinion that is a moat
serious remark when made by a Chief Sus-
tices of the Commonwealth.

The Premier: 'You know that we have not
a penny of that money.

Mfr. COR9OY: I have heard the Premier
say that before, but I have not yet had a
satisfactory answer to a question I asked in
the House last session. There was then lying
in the Treasury, Under the heading of State
Smelter Receipts in Suspense, an amount ap-
proximately equalling the amount in dispute.
The Premier will remember that when I asked
hin, for the details of that amount and what
moneys it represented, his reply was that it
was not considered good policy to disclose
what those moneys represented. If the Pre-
mier wishes to be fair with this thing, he
will tell us what that money represents. On
the Premier's own plea that the Crown were
merely agents for the ore producers, any
moneys lying in suspense must belong to the
producers.

The Premier: They have had it all, every
penny of it, so I anf informed.

'Mr. COR.BOY: The Premier is also in-
formed that the amount involved is £80,000,
whereas, in fact, it is £55,000.
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The Premier: Still, that is a big sum.
Mr. COTIBOY: Yes, but it shows how un-

reliable is the information you are getting,
The Premier: But you may be wrong.
Mr. COBBOY: That is so. I am still

waiting for a Satisfactory explanation of the
business. The Premier has not shown where
my figures were wrong last year.

The Premier: Another tribunal, represent-
ing both parties, has dealt with the matter,
and you have got full information now. You
will remember that it is still before the
eirOIt.

Mr. COWBOY: I am aware of that. I
wish to make a public appeal to the Premier
not to go on what he is informed, but to
investigate the matter for himself. If he does
that, I am convinced he will drop the appeal.
I do not wish to go over the details in re-
slpect of those campaigns, but I want to
repeat one or two of the comments of the
judges. Mr. Justice Starke said-

The account sent to the ore getters is
wrong in this 7Ease by reason of fraud.

If the account is wrong by reason of fraud,
then whbether the account was sent out by the
'Minister or by a servant of the Crown, it is
fraud on behalf of the Crown, which is the
same thing, When judges use such expres-
sions, it shows that the Government 's case
must be fairly hopeless. All will agree that
it is useless spending thousands more in a
Privy Council appeal.

The Premier: I know that the people claim-
ing the money wish us to stop.

Mr. COWBOY: I do not think "Mr. Mc'Neil
would wish it, because if be wins you have
to pay him 8 par cent. interest for the whole
time. It is better interest than he can get
anywhere else, and probably he is not in
want of a pound or two in the meantime.
But there are in the Ravenstho-rpe district
many people hard up against it, men to whom
the disbursement or this money would make
a great difference. I have in mind one man
with nine children, wbo is having a great
struggle to get even food, clothing being out
of the question. They are all in rags. Under
this claim he is dlue for £1,600. It must be
remembered that there are others besides Mr.
McNeil involved in this case. I appeal to
the Premier to give it his personal attention.

The Premier: It has already had a good
deal of that.

'Mr. COB.BOY: But not sufficient: I have
not any particular love for 'Mr. de Bernales
or one or two others in the case. They fought
very bitterly against me at the last election,
but that does not affect the validity of their
claim. The judges of the High Court in
3Melbourne appealed to counsel for the Crown
to endeavour to get our Government to with-
draw the plea of the Crown Suits Act. Conn-
adl wired over here. The Premier being out
of the State, Mfr. 17olebatch dealt with the
matter. Counsel thereupon informed the
court that a reply to the question had been
received from Western Australia to the
effect that if the court decided in
favour of the Crown on the Statute

of Limitations, it would not seek to retain
the money the right to which would be
Statute barred, and that the amount for the
whole period 'would be adjusted on the basis.
that was determined to be correct. In other
words, Cabinet had decided that if on those
campaigns which did rnot come within the
Crow'n Suits plea, the court decided in favour
of McNeil and de Bernales, the Government
would settle for the whole nine campaigns on
that basis. Mr. Colebatch made a statement
which is reported as follows in the news-
papers of the 22nd March-

The Acting Premier (Mr. E. P. Cole-
batch) commented yesterday on the tele-
graphed report from Melbourne of proceed-
ings during the Full High Court's con-
sideration of an appeal against Mr. Justice
Burnside 'a judgment in the case of Nel
McNeil and Claude de Bernales v. the,
Crown. ''A telegram was received by the
Government on Monday afternoon with re-
ference to this case;"1 said Mr. Colebatch.
"The telegram asked if the Government
would stand on its legnl rights and refuse
payment in respect of certain portions of
the claim on the ground that the claimn was
not entered in the time prescribed by Sec-
tion 37 of the Crown Suits Act. The bele-
gram was brought under my notice by the
Solicitor General (Mr. W. P. Sayer). I at
once approved of his recommendation that
a reply should be sent that the Government
would not stand on its legal rights in the
way suggested, but would observe thle spirit
of the judgment of the Court, whatever it
might be.

The Government were being sued in re-
spect of campaigns one to nine inclusive,
and the High Court decided that Mc-
Neil and de Bernales were not entitled
to succeed on the first five--governed by
the Statute of Limitations--but that they
did succeed on the remaining four, on
which they had sued in time. If Mr.
Colebatch 'a statement meant any-thing at all,
it meant that the Government were going to
abide by the spirit of the judgment, and
would, therefore, pay on the whole of the
nine campaigns. Yet, as soon as the High
Court delivered judgment and ruled that the
Government were entitled to succeed on their
appeal on the first five campaigns under the
Crown Suits Act, the Minister for Mines told
me that the Government did not mean that
at all, that they intended to retain the moneys
they had got for the first five campaigns, and
pay on only the remaining four, if on any.
If thnt position is taken up by the 'Ministry,
it is nn improper one. The M.Ninistry gave a
definite assarance to the High Court that they
would pay on the spirit of the judgment,
whatever it mnight he. Mr. Colebatch, in his
public Statement, gave a definite assorance
that the Government would not retain money
to 1%hich they were entitled only b y meason of
the Crown Suits Act. Yet the Mfinister for

Sig
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Mines told mte that the Government intend to
retain the moneys on the first five cam-
paigns. I want an assurance from the Pre-
mier that, even if this ease does go to the
Privy Council and the Government lose it,
they will stick to the guarantee given to the
High Court and the statement of Mr. Cole-
batch that the spirit of the judgment would
be observed. In dealing with this matter last
Session, I mentioned what had been said by
Mr. Justice Blurnside in his judgment. He
maid definitely that the action of the manager
of the State smelters at Itavensthorpe, Mr.
Shepherd, in conjunction with the State Mint-
ing Engineer, undoubtedly constituted fraud.

Mr. Mac~alloni Smith: And he is still em-
ployed by the Government.

Mr. CORHOY: Ho is employed by a hoard
on which the Government are represented, and
the Minister for Mines is at present on his
war to see him.

Mr. Machalum Smith: Re is a nominee
of the floverninent, anyhow.

The T'remier: I thought he had left the
State?

Mr. CORBOY: I wish to refer to the sepa-
rnto judgment in the High Court of Mr. Jug-
tice Isaacs, who said-

Though no more money was deducted than
Shepherd and Montgomery believed the
vendors were liable to bear for total ex-
penses, the course adopted was wholly im-
proper.
The rremiier: That is very different from

fraud.
Mr. CORBOY: Perhaps the Premier will

find it is not very different from fraud before
I have finished quoting the judgment. It con-
tinued-

It deceived and was intended to deceive
the vendors.

if that is not fraud, I do not know what Is.
It led them to think tihe Government still
regarded the regulation smealting charges
as binding and complete, and that the
actual osts of realisation as distinguished
front snielting were higher that. they
realy were. It was intended to induce
the vendors to believe they had no reason
to chiallenge the Government's construc-
tion of the August notice, and the in-
minement succeeded. If the figures had
been trnthifully arranged, tise vendors
couldl and probably would have there and
thens challenged tile deduction and us it
appear-s with success. It was fraudulent
,notwitlhstanding the motive. Whether in
law this is fraud which can be imputed
legally to the Grown. I. (10 not find it
necessary to decide. I will add only two
observations. I do not think that the
subsequent events such as thle deputa-
tions and balance sheets can be taken
from an 'y standpoint as sufficiently dis-
charging the obligation of displacing the
false belief intentionally created by the
untrue costs of realisatios.

Further on Mr. Justice Isaacs said-
The essential of a sufficient disclosure

is that either it should in fact success-
fully convey to the mind of the party to
whom the misrepresentation was made
that it was a misrepresentation, and
what the truth was in substance, or that
the disclosure should be such as is calcu-
lated to convey that information to a
person in his position. The second
observation is this: Governments may be
expected, if not as a matter of law, at
any rate of conduct, in litigious matters
to set a very high standard. In the
course of the argument, I asked the
learned counsel for the Crown what
course the Crown would adopt with
respect to the first five campaigns if the
court took the view that the final pay-
ments for those campaigns were less than
the contractual obligations between the
parties justified, and yet that Section 37
was fatal to the claim. The answer was
to tho effect that the Government would
in that case voluntarily apply to the first
five campaigns the same rule as the court
applied to the later campaigns, subject
to not treating the 3s. 6id. per unit as
fixed realisation.

There is a definite statement by Mr. Justice
Isaacs that the High Court was given a
definite guarantee that the Government
would voluntarily pay on the first five cam-
paigns if the court decided in favour of
McNeil and de femnales on the last four,
even though thle Grown won on the Crown
Suits Act. I want a reiteration by the
Premier of that guarantee.

The Premier: Do you3
MNr. COBBOY: The Premnier says "Do

you," as if lie does not intend to give it.
If the Cabinet ate prepared to go back on
their word to the High Court, their word
is not worth anything. lIf the Premier goes
back on the word of the acting Premier and
his colleagues given to the High Court dur-
ing ]its absence in England, he would go
back on anything.

The Premier: I have not said I will. You
are a very good pleader, though.

Mr. CORJ3OY: I wish I could so plead
with the Premier as to induce him to go
personally into this matter. He would find
that the Government were not employing
particularly brilliant people at that time.
If the Premier personally investigated the
matter, he would drop all thought of
appealing to the Privy Council. I do not
wish to tabour the question. Enough was
said during the discussion last session to
disclose what took place, but the Govern-
mecnt should not waste money in costs on
a Privy Council appeal. The remarks of
the High court judges and of Mr. Justice
B~urnside are sufficient to convince any
reasonable an that it is impossible to win
the case at the Privy Council. The worst
possible thing the Government could do
would be to withdraw from the guarantee
given to the High Court. If the Minister
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for Nfines is not under a misapprehension,
and if Cabinet have decided to back out of
their promise given to the High Court, then
the Government are unworthy of a
moment's consideration at the hands of
the country. I -believe the Premier will
not attempt to back out of a definite
promise of this nature. lhen Cabinet
realise that the High Court was given an
assurance and accepted it as a guarantee,
they will not attempt to break their word.

On motion by the Premier, debate
adjourned.

MOTION-NARROGIN-DWAIIDA
RAILWAY.

To inquire by select committee.

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly) [8.23]: 1
Move-

That a select committee be appointed to
inquire into the advisability of construct-
ing the Narrogia-Dwarda railway, and that
all work on that line be suspended pend-
ing the report of committee.

In moving this motion I ann actuated
by no motive, personal or otherwise. I
am moving it solely in the interests
of the State. This railway has been
authorised by Parliament and, unfortu-
nately, some work has beeni done on it,
but I1 contend that in the best interests
of the State, the time is not opportune to
build the line. The railway will be about
34 miles in length and the estimated cost
is £4,000 per mile, or a total of £136,000.
It was admitted by the Minister for Rail-
ways and other members when the rail-
way was authorised that it would not be
of any particular benefit to the community.
The particular object in autborising it was
to link up the South-Western and Great
Southern Railways.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Who admitted thati
Mr. HTCKMOTT: .[ think the bon. mem-

ber did.
Hon. W. 0. Angwin: No, I did not.
-Mr. Johnston: It is the first I have heard

of it.
Mr. HJCKMOTT: I have heard it from

several members. I think the member for
North-East Fremantle (Eon. W. C. Ang-
win) mentioned the other night that the
object of the line was for the better work-
ing of the railway system.

Hon. IV. C. Angwin: That was one point
in its favour.

Mr. mICKMNOTT: That is a partial ad-
mission. I have since been in comn'unica-
tion with the Commissioner of Railways
and heads of the Railway Department, and
they say1 that the new line will be of no bene-
fit whatever to the Working Railways. They
say that the grades ire se steep on the
Ewordla-Pinjarra line that it would be im-
possible to haul a load over that line if the
new railway were built.

Mr. Johnston: To wh-lom did they say that!
Mr. HICKMOTT: To me, and a series of

questions asked in another place last week
fully bear out that statmnent. The questions
and answers read-

What is the steepest grade on the rail-
way line from Pinjarra to Narrogin going
east, v-ia Dwarda?-One in 30.

Whalit is the steepest grade on the samae
line from Narrogin to 1'injarra going
westl-One in 40.

What is the steepest grade on the line
from Perth to N-arrogia via Speneer~s
Brook, and what is the steepest grade on
the same line from Narrogin to Perth ?-
One in 45 in the ranges, but the general
ruling grade is one in 60.

What is the difference in tonnage that
an engine would take to Narrogin via
Spencer's Brook versus via Pinjarra and
flwardn?-A class "'M'' locomotive would
take to Narrogin via Spencer's Brook 275
tons; from Pinjarra via Dwarda, 140
tons.

What is the difference in tonnage that
the same engine would take fronm Narrogin
to Perth via Spencer's Brook versus Pin-
jarraf-A class 64M'" loconmotive would
take from 'Narrogin via Spencer's Brook
370 tons; fromt Narrogin to Finjarra via
Dwardn, 235 tons.

Do the Commissioner and the heads of
branches of the Railway Department eon-
sider that the linking up the railway from
Dwarda to Narrogin would assist in the
economical working of t1,e Government rail-
way system 1-No.

Those answers are plain enough, and they
come from the people who would have to
work the new line. I think this information
provides conclusive evidence that the line
would not be of much use; in fact the heads
of departments have told Ine personally that
if the line wvere constructed, they would still
pull their loads on the main trunk line, the
Great Southern, and would allow any differ-
ence of tonnage on that line.

Mr. Johnston: Those are the grades on the
existing lines.

Mr. IJCKMOTT: Those are the grades
on the route which would have to he fol-
lowed; there is no other way. This work
involves the useless expenditure of a very
large sum of money which, in the present
state of the finances, could be used to much
greater advantage in other directions.

Mr. 'MaeCnilum Smith: What would lie the
saving?

mr. HITCK'MOTT: Thirty-four miles to
Fremantle.

The Premier: The people who would ho
served are nearer to Banbury, are they- not?

Mr. %faevallum Smith: Could not the
grade he altered?

Mr. HrCRMoTT: Each port should have
the tnnwze, naturally due to it. Bunbury is
the nearest port to Narrogin, and all the
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tonnage to the south of Narrogin should by
rights go to Bunbury. There are four or five
railways already linked up with Narrogin,
and the line we are now discussing will serve
no useful purpose. It will not open up any
new country that is not already served by
some existing railway. The people along the
Dwarda line are served by that line, and
those farther away are served by the Great
Southern line. The advisory board reconi-
mended a line along the Hothan, Valley to
setre soldier settlements there. The line
should be stopped and cancelled at once. 1.
ane supported in this view by numbers of
letters and telegrams which I have received.

Mr. Harrison: Do you know the district
personally?

Mr. HIOK.\IOTT± Yes.
Mr. Johnston: Have you been through it

from Narrogin ?
Mr. HICKMIOTT: No. There are two

large estates on the western side of the pro-
posed line, and one on the- Dwarda.-Pinjarra,
line. Only three or four people would he
served by this extension. If a select corn-
mjittee is appointed and it is found necessary
to proceed with the work, it will not have
been long delayed by reason of this motion.

MAfr. LATHAM (York): I second the n'o-
tion.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.351: 1 wish the bon. member bad
been more frank in regard to this railway.
When the line was-pased by Parliameat,
there was considerable discussion as to
whether it should not be diverted to a point
in his district. It was thought by many that
the line should terminate at a point in that
electorate.

Air. fliekmott: It is in it now.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: No, it is at a dead

end. The matter was left in the hands of
departmental officials. The Government did
not say where the line should terninate. Mr.
Babington, the engineer, in the course of his
report said:-

Th~e proposed extension of this railway at
first looks a simple matter from a local
point of view. Three propositions present
themselves to my mind, viz., to Cover Up
with existing lines, either at Williams,
Narrogin, or some other point-on the Great
Southern railway, say at Pingelly or Pop-
anynning.

Are those places in the bon. member's (is-
triet I

Air. flickmott: Yes.
Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: The report con-

tinues:
But outside of parochial influence this
matter should be considered in a more cone-
prehensive manner. I think it is to be duly
recognised that at some future time the
traffic will warrant a trunk line being con-
structed from Narrogin or Brooktor. to
Armadole, and this contingency must not be
lost sight of; and I further desire to point
out that in coupling up this line (Hothamn
railway) practically no new country will be

opened up. The distance fronm the oresent
terminus (Dampier) to Williams as tbe crow
flies is 213/4) miles, and from the same point
to the Great Southern railway is 26%/ miles.
Considering all the circumstances, I beg to
suggest that the opinion of the Working
Railways as to the point of linking up the
railway should bear the greatest weight. I
have no hesitation in recommending that the
Damnpier extension should be taken to
Narrogin, if it he deemed necessary from a
Working Railways point of view to extend
the line; otherwise I see no urgency for the
extension at present, as I have already
pointed out it will not practically develop
any extra area of country, and althougl%
it will convenience many farms, will not add
anything more directly to the revenue.
Mr. Latham: That is the point.
Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: The matter was

submitted to the Railway Department, which
recommended Narrogin. The department has
dep6ts there, and pointed out it would in-
crease the cost to have several dep6ts along
the railway. The recommendation of the
department was carried into effect. The hon.
member said there was no land that would be
served by this line. In dealing with this
question in December, 1914, T said:-

Within a 12-mile radius of the proposed
line there ae 133,000 acres alienated and
4.5,000 acres not alienated. Of this latter
area 6,000 acres are first class, 13,000 acres
second class, and 26,000 acres third class
land.

There "as, therefore, some land within a
12-mile radius of this line.

Mr. Harrison: Does that refer to land
already served by a railway?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: This is information
which came from the files. It is the area
given by the officials that would have been
served by the extension of the line at the
time. There was a difference of opinion as
to where the line should junction. The mem-
ber for the district at the time thought it
should go to Brookton. It was thought that
within some reasonable time the railway would
be carried on to Narrogin, where there is a
railway dep6t.

Mr. Money: Have you seen the more recent
report of the Railway Advisory Board?

Hon. W. C. ANGyWIN: I have to deal with
the reports placed before Parliament when
the construction of the line was approved.
It was approved by Parliament on the recom-
mendation of the officers.

Mr. Johnston: And the advisory board.
Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: Of eourse. The

people who were settled in the district, and
those who tnk up the 45.000 acres, were
guaranteed that the line would be constructed.

Mr. Hickinott: There are not 45,000 acres
not served by a railway.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: At the time there
were 45,000 acres not alienated within a
12-mile radius of the line. We must keep
faith with those people. I am not prepared to
say that there iii any immediate necessity to
construct the line, but the railway engineers

521
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stated that Narrogin was the place where it
should terminate.

Mr. Money: Now they say it is not the
place.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: If the Railway
Department had their way, not another mile
of railway would be built until the land ad-
joining the existing railways is properly used.

Mr. Mioney: There is some sense in that.
iMr. Machalum Smith: They may change

their minds next year.
Hon. W. C. A.NOWIN: These are tbe con-

ditions under which the construction of the
line was approved by Parliament. A definite
promise was given to those persons residing
near the line. The member for Pingelly now
desires that we should break that promise.
His one aim is to violate the promise which
Parliament made.

Mr. Hieknaott: You are wrong.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The hon. member

asks in bis motion that work on the line should
be suspended.
. Mr. Latham: That does not mean a repeal

of the Act.
Mr. Harrison: It means holding it up.
Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: It may mean stop-

ping the work for many years. The Act was
passed in 1914, and it is eight years since
this promise was made. Owing to the warIand the fact that the wrong Government came
into office, the line has not been constructed.
Had we remained in office all the railways
passed in that year would have been built,
and the indebtedness of the State would not
have increased to the amount *it has to-day.
It was necessaryr at the time that the line
should go to its proper jnaction, and
that there should not be aL dead end.
It was considered advantageous to the work-
ing of the railway system that this line
should go on to a junction. What the Posi-
tion is now, I do Dot know, not being in the
confidence of the Railway Department.

Mr. JTohnston: There has never been a
railway repudiation Act yet in this State.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order] The hon. member
will hare en opportunity of addressing him-
self to the question later.

Hon. W. C, ANGWINq: I am not permitted
to discuss other parts of the State or other
railways. I am allowed to discuss only what
is in the motion. Once Parliament has given
a promise, that promise should be carried
out. We may have made a mistake-I do
Dot know-but the mistake, if made, was made
on the advice of officials of the Railway De-
partment and the Public Works Department.
Those officials advised what they thme con-
sidered best in the interests of the railway
system.

Mr. Harrison: A good deal of water has
run under the bridges since 1914.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Merely because
eight years have elapsed are we to appoint
a select committee to inquire into every ome
of these railways which have been author-
ised? if one authorised railway is wromr,
another may be wrong. Is a select commit-

tee to be appointed in every instance? The
member for Avon (Mr. Harrison) may argue
in that way; I will not. If the ho- m Ebe
thinks that railway communication is re-
quired by a district to which Parliament has
not yet granted that facility, then he should
ask for a select committee in every case. I
regret that after eight years, after settlers
have taken up 45,000 acres of land in the
district on the faith of Parliament's approval
of this railway, any member, and especially
a member of the Country Party, should ask
that the construction of the railway be sus-
pended.

On mnotion by the Premier debate ad-
journed.

MOTION-PATRIOTIO FUNDS
CONSOLIDATION.

To inquire by Royal Commission.
Lieut.-Colonel DENTON (Moore) (8.51):

Imove-
That in the opinion of this House it is

desirable that a Royal Commission without
pay should be appointed to inquire into
the amounts of funds collected during the
nar by various bodies and organisations for
the purpose of assisting soldiers and their
dependants within the State, and into the
disposal of surplus funds, if any, held 4ly
the various bodies and organisations since
Declaration of Peace Day, June, 1919,
with the object of consolidating all the
funds of the various bodies into one com-
mon fund to be under the control of three
trustees, to be appointed, one from the
Returned Soldiers' League, one from the

-combined bodies and organisations, and
one by the Govermunent.

I asked a question on this subject as far
back as the 21st December, 1921. The Pre-
mier then was good enough to say that lie
would give the matter due considerAion.
Since then quite a lot of wvater has run under
the bridges, and we are still in the same
position. We still have no assurance fromi
the Premier that the funds will be consoli-
dated. It may astonish bon. members to
learn that various bodies and associations in
this State collected for the soldiers a sum,
of nearly 1% millions sterling. Such was
the sum subscribed by the good people of
this State for the troops at the front. A
list that I hold in my hand shows the total
of the collections as £1,148,156 89. 4d. Not
for one moment do I suggest that this money
has not been spent wisely and well: but it
is believed that after three years of pence
some of that money is still available. I wish
to know bow much. I regret to have to say
that there are in this State quite a number
of distressed soldiers. We should not bave
that distress amongst them, because they went
away to fulfil a certain obligation, whilsat our
obligations to thorn have been wradually lost
sight of. Out of that sum of £1,000,000 odd
surely there is something remaining. At a
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recent congress of returned soldiers held in
the Eastern States this business was brought
up, at the instance of a delegate from this
State. We "ere first in the field, and we
ought to put our house in order. Nobody can
gainsay that dluring the war Western Aiis-
tralia bore her share of the burden. We have
now in our midst a number of wingies and
stnnies-80 in all-who are walking aboui
looking for work. Surely out of that enor-
mousa anmount of money collected there must
be something available to help these poor
fellows with. We did not send themi away in
order that they should conie back miaimed
and de-titute. These men fought for us, andl
I ant anxious to see that they receive justice.
Mr. Cornell went across to the returned sol-
diers' conference, and there hie suggestedi
what I brought up here eight months ago.
However, we are still in the same position.
While the Premier was in England Mr. Wil-
son and I interviewed another gentleman on
this subject, hut we got no satisfaction. We
hare ito satisfaction up to date. I may refer
to the Victorian A.T.F. Canteen Fund, which
wa.s administered by a gentleman niny!
Lockyer, formerly Collector of Customs in
Victoria. All matters connected with that
fund have been entirely clearMl up, as is shown
by papers which I have here available for
the inspection of hon. members. As regards
our Western Australian funds we are not in
that position. We do not know where we are.
T repeat, I do not for one moment wish to
suggest that there is anything whatsoever
wrong with the administration of these funds;
but we do want the matter settled. For the
sake of those 80 msimed mien we want the
funds finalised. I am sure the Premier is
with us in the desire to have the matter
cleared uip. I originally moved in the matter
last year, and now we are getting well on
to 1923, and nothing has been done. The
time is ripe for having the whole thing
thoroughly ventilated, and I do not in-
tend to sit quiet until that has been done.
To show the need for action, let me give one
instance of a fund collected at Bunbury. The
Bunhury children put in their pennies and
twopenees towards a "Soldiers' Toothbrush
Fund," which reached a total of £5. I am
informed that there is at present 7s. 6d. in
that fund. For the soldier not one son wvas
sqpent. The fund was built up and then it
was absorbed by bank fees. Did those Phil-
dren think they were contributing to a hank,
or did they think they were contributing to the
soldiers?

M.%r. Clydesd ale: Very few banks made that
charge.

Lieut.-Colonel DENTON: I know that, but
the fact remains that out of a sun of £5 col-
lected by small children for the soldiers a
sum of 7s. 6d. remains in the bank and the
rest is gone, without any portion of it having
been spent for the benefit of the soldiers. I
do not wish to labour the question; I do not
think I ought to. The case is pre-eminently
one culling for inquiry; something must be
done in the matter. In my opinion, a Royal
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Commission should be appointed to finalise
the funds and put the whole matter in proper
order.

Mr. LATHAM (York): I second the
motion.

The PREMIRt (H1on. Sir James Mitchell
-- Nortin) 19.0): The memaber for Moore
(Lieut-Colonel Denton) asks the House to
agree to the appointmnt of a Royal Com-
mission to inquire concerning all amoents col-
lected by all bodies and persons throughout
Western Australia during the war.

Lieut.-Coluriel iDenton: I can give you that.
The PREMIEJR: That is what the hon.

mnember asks shall be done, Hie asks that the
Royal Commission shall look into this ques-
tion, and, I suppose, mnake a close examination
of all accounts to see that the funds have been
properly disposed of. That will be a pretty
big order. These funds have been collected in
every centre fronm Wynd ham to Eucla. Is it
the itenltion thlat the -Royal Commission shall
visit all these centresi

Mr. Clydesdale: If so, you should transfer
this work to the Forests Commission.

The PREMIER: Apparently the niem hers
of that Commission are busy enough now
writing their report. This thing is to be done
thoroughly.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: We have asked for
this inforuiptiorn for a long tinie.

The PREM11IR: The Commission is to be
given powers of inquiry which are very wide.
If there is any surplus i hand, the people
who collected the money during the war
should hand it over to one common authority.
Many of theste funds were started during the
war period and some were for the provision of
sand bags, and so on. With the termination
of the wan- the object for which those funds
were raised, ceased to exist. There can be no
further need for those flunds, and probably
some of the mloney in hand can be used for
maimed and distressed soldiers. I suppose a
lot of that money has been used in that direc-
tion.

Lieut.-Colonel D~enton: You had to sell
some land.

The PREMlT1R: That is so. I have no ob-
jection to the funds which have been collected
being anialgainated. I suppose those who eol-
leeted the funds would have no objection to
that.

Lieu t.-Colonel Ie eton: Why should they?
The PRE)MR: Probably they would be

glad to get rid of the funds in the cireum.
stances. The Government, of course, have no
right new to call upon these people to hand
over the funds to some central authority.
Even if the inquiry he held,-it will probably
be found necessary to furnish the Government
with power to make the people hand over
the funds. I do not know why the remain-
ing balances shotuld not be collected.

Lient.-Colonel Denton: I know it is not a
very popular proposal.

The PRE3HER: F do not know that. 1
have not beard any expression of opinion on
the point. For my part, I have no objection
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to it. Probably it may Dot be popular if it is
thought to put these people who good-natur-
edly collected the money and put the funds
into the bank for safety, to a lot of trouble
at this stage. For my part, I think it easy
to go so far as to make it unlikely that any-
one in the future will undertake to collect
funds unless he has an accountant witb him.
Perhaps it is possible to go so far that the
move will do no good.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: I do not think so.
The PREMIER: At the present time, a Jot

of ladies go round collecting money in shil-
lings and other small sums, and it would be
impossible for them to say who gave them the
money.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But those people band
over the money to a few, and the money does
not belong to those few to do with it what
they like.

The PREMIER: If the money, when
handed over, is entered up in books, it is a
different thing, but we do not want to dis-
courage people from doing this work.

Lieu t.-Colonel Denton: That is so.
Tbe PREMIER: I have no objection to

raise to the proposal to find out what the
balances are and whether they are being
used for soldiers, In some eases, I presume,
the funds are being used to help distressed
soldiers in the various centres. If the funds
are being properly used for the purposes for
which they were intended, then I do not
think we can get control of thenm. If, for
instance, there is a fund in Wagia which is
being used to help) distressed men there, it
should not be necessary to takie control of
that mtoney. I think a select committee would
serve the purposes of the member for Mloore
just as well as a Royal Commission.

Ran. P. Collier: It is really work for an
accountant.

The PREMIER: I told the bon. member
that a long time ago, but more than that was
wanted. Those who are concerned in this
matter want to hold the inquiry rather than
simply advertise for information through an
accountant.

Hon. P. Cornier: It is too late to do any
more than that now.

The PREMIER:- I do not know whether
that is so, but I think that if some inquiry
is to be made, a select committee could be
appointed. I told the member for Moore
that he wanted an accountant. I thought at
first that we would require an Act of Par-
liament to compel people to notify the funds
held by them. The hon. member did not
think that was necessary. He suggested that
if an inquiry were carried out, it would be
better. I think if a select committee were to
act with power to employ an accountant, the
matter could be simply adjusted.

Mr. Angelo: Would an accountant be neces-
asry? This should be a very simple matter.

Hon. P. Collier: Very simple, of course!
The PREMIER: The motion is for an in-

quiry into the disposal of these funds dur-
ing the war.

Hon. P. Collier: No, it refers to surplus
funds.

The PREMIER: The motion aims at an
inquiry into the funds collected by various
bodies during the war. I presume it is meant
that this mnar extend to an audit of the books
of those bodies.

lion. P. Collier: 1 do not think so.
The PREMITER: It clearly indicates that.
.%r. Latham: The inquiry should show what

the funds have been used for.
The PREMKIER: I have no objection to

raise to such an inquiry, If the people have
money in hand still, I do not think they
will object to give information.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: If theyv collected
one and a quarter million pounds, thore
roust be some left.

The PREM)IER: T think the wording of
the motion could be altered. There should
be an inquiry to ascertain the balance remain-
ing. It could be made a much simpler muat-
ter.

Lieut-Colonel Denton: You have not rend
the motion correctly.

The PREMIER: I have rend the motion.
The motion aims at an inquiry into the
amount of funds collected by various bodies
and organisations during the war for the
puirpose of assisting soldiers and their de-
pendants within the State and as to tho
disposal of surplus funds.

Licut-Colonel Den ton.: If any.
The PREMIER: Thens the hon. member

asked for authority to compel those bodies
to hand the funds over to a central organ-
isation, to be controlled by three trustees.
I have no objection to the appointment of nj
select counittec or Royal Comnnission, even
if that is what is wanted.

Mr. WILSON (Collie) [.9.101: 1 suipport
the motion. Whenl r spioke regarding the
appointment of a seclect committee to den]
with the war gratuity bonds, I made certain
statemients which were true then and are true
to-day. I may be pardoned if I refer to
those remiarks again.

The Premier - Tell us what you want
do ne.

Mr, WILSON: I did not interrupt the
Premiuer when he was speaking.

The Premier: You were not here.
Mr. WIlLSON:' Let the Premier have a

little patience and I will tell him what vie
want. On the occasion I refer to, I said-

I believe there are a lot more things to
he cleared up arising out of the war. I
say this advisedly, that as a result of
many of the activities during the war,
money was collected from various sources
to help win the war and help relatives
oif soldiers.

1 then suggested that the time had arrived
when such money should be pooled. The
Member for Moore took the question up and
i n Deeiber l ast he brought f orward a moti on
on all fours with that before the House to-
night. A, question was asked along these
lines and the Premier said that he would
give the matter consideration. Sir James
Mitchell went overseas and I presume the
mnatter was overlooked.
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'The P-remiier: We had Do power to act.
Mr. WILSON: When we found the matter

bad been overlooked, Limit-Colonel Denton,
Mr. Richardson and I saw the Acting Pre-
mier, Mr. Colebatch, and put the case be-
fore him. A statement showing that 1'4
millions had been handled was presented to
Mr. Colebatch.

The Premier: That was the amount col-
lected.

Mr. WILSON: Mr. Colebatch told us he
would give consideration to the matter, no
said that he would have certain inquiries
made. We have not been informed as to the
result of those inquiries. The deputation
waited upon the Acting Premier again and
he told 'is he would go into the matter and
see what could be done. We suggested
that a Royal Commission should be appointed
because we felt we would get better results
by that means. As we got no advice from
the Acting Premier subsequently, on the 2 3rd
.Tune we sent the following letter to Mr. Cole-
batch-

Further to our recent interviews with you
in regard to the consolidation of the War
Patriotic Funds, we desire to bring under
your notice that, although we have both i-
terviewed you on several occasions, so far
wye have not been able to receive any
reply to these visits. The matter has now
been going on for quite a long time; in-
deed, it was brought up, as, you are aware,
in the House in December last. We would
be glad if you would give us an immediate
reply, as we feel that it is in the best in-
terests of the subscribers to these funds
that the matter be finalised forthwith. Tn
conclusion, we desire that the matter re-
ceive your earliest consideration.

At that time we suggested that we knew of
some funds not on the big list. The member
for Perth (Mr. Mann) knows that as soon as
the question was asked last December, he re-
ceived a sum of money from Brown Hill with
a request that he, as a member of the
"Ulglies," should distribute some £15. That
has been done, and the soldiers have had the
benefit of the money. Hut while one organi-
nation holding money has proved to have a
conscience, it is possible there are others
with no conscience. The member for Moore
(Lieut-Col. Denton) spoke of a certain
fund in Bunbury. When I was in Bunbury
last March electioneering, Mr. George Clarke,
ain er-Mayor of Bunbury, said to me, ''T Fee
Col. Denton and yen are moving in the mat-
ter of the patriotic funds. You are on the
right track. I am a trustee of two funds, and
I do not know where to send the money. 'With
Mr. Logan, I am trustee of the sand bag
fund, with £30 odd at credit. Thea we have
another fund. Some young ladies and'school
children conceived the brilliant idea of organ-
ising a tooth brush fund. About £5 was
collected and vested in me aind two other trus-
tees. However, one young lady went off and
got married without leaving her address, and

in consequence no money has been withdrawn
from the fund. Nevertheless, only 7s. 6d. is
left.'' I said to MrT. Clarke, ''Where has the
rest gone to.'" Mr. Clarke said, ''The bank
charges have eaten up the balance.'' I
reported that to the War Gratuity Bonds
Commission. They were a bit sceptical
about an y bank eating up bawbees collected
by children for the benefit of soldiers. We
sent the following letter to Mr. Clarke:-

You w-ill remember that when I was in
Bunibury a few weeks ago in company with
Mr. Jackson, electioneering, you gave me
certain information about the Sandbag and
Tooth Brush Fund, including the fact that
you are a trustee of both funds. Col. Den-
ton and I shall be pleased if you will sup-
ply us with details, confidentially or other-
wise.

This was Mr. Clarke's reply:-
I have to iaform you that the amount ly-

ing to the credit of the Sand Bag Fund at
the Bank of Australasia in Bunbury is
£31 4s. lodl., Messrs. Clarke and Logain be-
ing the trustees. The other fund is a few
pence in credit, but this will be used to
pay the cost of keeping the account at the
Union. Ban%.

If most of the funds had been conducted the
same as the Tooth Brush Fund, there would
be no money at all to pool. It has been said
that we are out to create an atmosphere of
distrust among those who have collected
money. Nothing is further from our inten-
tions. It is only right that all the odds and
ends of these various funds should now be
pooled so that those for whom theyv were cot-
leeted might get the benefit. We still have the
Army and Navy Fund, although it is no
longer needed for the purpose of extending
ivelaomes.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: In Victoria it has
been cleaned up.

Mr. WILSON: So much of that fund as
may be left ought to be devoted to the de-
pendants of those who have fallen. There is
no longer any reasion for maintaining the Wel-
come Home Fund, or the Trench Comforts
Fund. At Collie £.200 was collected for the
Trench Comforts Fund, but Done of the

money was sent forward, and afterwards it
was divided into two sums, £100 for a mem-
orial hall at Collie and £100 for the monu-
ment. The money was not collected for those
purposes, and if anybody had a right to give
it away it was the tuninellers, for whom the
fund was collected. There are 101 of these
little funds still in existence, and it is only
diebt that they should be consolidated. The
contributors to the Amelioration Fuad in
Perth have agreed that it should be pooled.
There is money lvinq at Kalecoorlie and aol
over the nlace. Obviously, if those for whom
it was collected are agreeable, it should nll be
pooledj. Tt is very irratifyingr to see the R.S.L.
tnking a band in the game some time after
the commandant (Lt.-Col. Denton) moved
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in the matter. At a conference of the T.S.L.
in Sydney a question was asked which Colonel
Denton had asked six months ago. I hope
they will 310w agree to conmc into line with us,
and that the motion will be passed and a
Royal Commission appointed. Nobody' who
has not anything to hush up will he the least
perturbed by the inquiry. The sooner the
work is done the better.

Mfr. J. THOMSON (Clarenint) 19925]-
I muist oppose the motion, for the reason ~that
ii every town andI village people bave col-
letted mioney, and to have a right to look
alter- it. Down in Claremont we have £300,
and I an, quite sinc the people wiho collectedi
it are not going to hand it in to a common
food.

Mr. Clytleslale: They are tot, Scotch for
that-

Mr. .1. THIOMSON: We are still spending
tlhat mlone , oil the puirposes for wichh it was
collected.

Mr. Wilson: Why be selfish!
.\Ir. J. T11OMSON: Let the hon. nxinober

silendf the Tooth. Brush Btol in Barnbory,
where it was collected. We ale going to
spend our money in Claremont. I will op.
lose0 the motion.

Mr. Angelo: What "'as it collected fo. r?
Mr. J. THOMSON: For the soldiers, and

we are spending it onl the soldiers. If every
member would look after his own electorate
and see that the money collected there is
spent there, nothing more wvould be required.

Mr. LATHAM (York) [9.27]: 1 will
assist the hol.. member to obtain the lpro-
posed Royal Comumission. Some £1,148,000
was collected in 'his State and while practi-
eally the whole of it has been spent, there
must still be sonmc of it knocking about. All
that is required is that there shall lie some
machinery for consolidating those funds,
without which there is no chance of getting
the accounts wound up). I disagree with the
memiber for Claremont. When those moneys
are pooled, if it he found that there is any-
thing in Claremont worthy of expendituire,
sonle of time fund will be spent there. Tire
people who are to have the handling of the
money will dto whalt is just. There is no
suggestion that it should all he spent in one
place. In order to consolidate the various
sivall sumns lying about, the proposed Royal
Commission is necessary

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hll. R.
S. Sampson-Swan) r9.281: T believe the or-
ganisations concerned will welcome the mo-
tion. Tn certain eases no doubt there has been
a good deal of misapprehension as to what is
to lie done with the funds remaining. I was
chairman of the Soldiers' Sick Chlddren
(onuimite That fund is in credit nearly
£100l. A resolution was carried that the
money be retained to a certain dlate for the
purpose for which it was collected, namely, to
provide medical attention for the sick chil-
dren of soldiers.

lHon. XV. C. Angwin: That was the bal-
alive oft the WVar Patriotic Fund.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No, it
was aissociatul1 with that fund, but collected
separat(ely by it separate body. When the
period 1i 'i, it will bec-ome a qnestion of
%,loit is to Ibe done with the balance. The
motion orill serve a vecry useful purpose, and
will be a subject for gratitude on the part
of those conamittees who are naturally anxious
that the several fands should hie satisfactorily
Wound up.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [9.29]: 1 am
in sympathy with the motion but, like the
Premier, I think a select committee would
do, at all events to begin with. If, later,
it be found that the powers of that eona-
nmittee are not sufficient, it can be converted
into a Royal Commission. I was surprised
to hear that a well known and powerful
bank should have made charges against a
war fund, as suggested by the member for
Moore (Lieut.-Col. Denton). I feel sure
if that has been dlone, it has been due to
the laxity of the trustees of the fund. If
the account "-as opened in the unaiue of two
trustees without any mention of it being
for a particular fund, the bank would not
know it was a trust account and would, of
course, make the usual charge. Not only
the hank mentioned but all the chartered
banks have been very generous indeed in
their treatment of all these funds. No
ebarge hasl been made for keeping
accounts; the exchange to England and to
the other States 'has been rebated, and
everything has been done without charge.
It is only fair to jaoint out that; if what
has been stated has occurred, it has not
been with the knowledge of the hank.

Question Pat and passed.

2rOTION-TNDITSTRIES ASSISTANCE
BOARD, ADflTITSTRATION.
To in~quire by select committee.

Hll. W. C. ANO\WfN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.32]: 1 move-

That a select committee be appointed
to make full inquiries into the administra-
tion of the Industries. Assistance Board.

My reason for asking for the appoitment
of a select committee is on account of the
discontent existing in various parts of the
State with regard to the Industries Assistance
Board. The ]Premier, in answer to a ques-
tion asked by me on the 10th August, stated
that the total amount owing by clients to the
bocard at the 30th June, 1922, was £1,416,017.

The Premier: That includes the soldiers.
Hon. W. C. ANGXVTN: I also asked the

Premier the total amount owing by clients
whom the board considered unsatisfactory
and hopeless. The Premier's answer was,
''Not ascertainable without a special
analysis of the accounts and valuation of
security.''
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Iron. P. Collier: Perhapo it was not desir-
able to give it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN,: Just after the
Premier left for England, a statement was
published in the Press that the board had
reduced the sustenance to a number of
clients, because they were considered to be
unsatisfactory and hopeless. If the board
did not have that information at the time
they reduced, or probably cut out alto-
gether, the susternpnce to these clients, how
could they know that the clients -were n-
satisfactory and lhopeless? They must have
known when they reduced the sustenance
allowance to clients- they considered un-
satisfactory and hopeless; otherwise they
could not heave made a reduction on those
grounds.

Mr. Harrison: They most likely took the
inspectors' evidence without any further
report.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I am pleased to
have that interjection. If that is so, it
shows the necessity for inquiring into the
,administration of the board.

Mr. Harrison: I agree with you.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Not only from that

point of diew is inquiry necessary. It is ne
cessary to ascertain what action has been
taken by the board to reduce the debts to
outside creditors-debts which have been
standing over for eight years. The Premier
has informed us that last year there was
over £600,000 and that at present there is be-
tween £340,000 and £350,000 still due to out-
side creditors. These creditors are becoming
discontented with the position.

Mr. Stubbs: The creditors would accept 5s.
in the pound.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Some of them
would accept less. Every client of the Indus-
tries Assistance Board is working under a
moratorium. The creditors have no means
of ascertaining whether the board arc justi-
fied or not in retaining the moratorium. To
give an instance, I was in an hotel one night
waiting for a train. The manager of a firm
came in and handed the owner a letter. The
latter, on opening it, found an account for an
amount of over £100 torn in two, and written
across it were the words, "'I am under the

Mr. Underwood: A good place to be under.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

R~on. W. C. ANG WIN: That was the treat-
ment received by this creditor who, in times
of distress, had advanced this sun to assist
a settler on his holding. Doubtless many
other creditors have been treated similarly.
Mepmbers are entitled to know the position of
the Industries Assistance Board. We do not
know whether the State is making a big loss.
We do not know under what conditions ad-
vances arc being made, or how surplus funds
after each crop are being divided up, be-
cause the division is now made at the discre-
tion of the Treasurer.

The Premier: No, it is according to the
Act.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: The Act was
amended in 1917. The schedule was struck
out, and the matter is now entirely at the
discretion of the Treasurer. -No' one knows
how the institution is being worked, and cre-
ditors are crying out for their money. One
man told me the other dlay, "T have debts
handed over to the LA.B, amounting to over
£4,000, and I would be glad to accept £750
to-day.'' That amount has been standing
over for eight years. During that period
many of the men under the board have in-
creased the value of their holdings consider-
ably. If due inquiry were made, it would
probably be found that the assets of these
people to-day are such that, if the morator-
ium were removed, many of the creditors who
have been paying high rates of interest on
their overdrafts, and who cannot afford to
stand out of their money any longer, niight
be paid.

The Premier: It would be removed if a
man can pay and won't pay.

Ron. W. C. ANGWTN: That all depends.
The board keeps on advancing for crop after
crop and, no matter what improvemients, are
made on the holdings, the clients are pro-
tected.

Mr. Latham: They do not permit improve-
mnents to come under the .A.B.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They ean use
money for that purpose.

The Premier: They do, too.
Mr. Mann: They usually draw on the Agri-

cultural Bank for improvements.
Hon. W. 0. ANOWIN: Some of them do,

but if they can get it from their surplus after
the T.A.B. accounts have been paid and use it
on their farms, it is an advantage to them.

Mr. Latham,: That is so.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Such money, ho,,-

ever, belongs to their creditors.
Mt. Harrison: The creditors' claims come

before improvements.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, it has been left

to the discretion of the Treasurer, which ii'
this case means the discretion of the hoard.
When the Act was passed in 1915, it con-
tained a schedule setting out how the surplus
should be divided. In 1917 the schedule was
repealed, and ever since the division has been
at the discretion of the board. According
to the latest report of the board, it was con-
sidered that no less than £96,000 had been ad-
vanced which had been a dead loss to the
State. We know that the board are advanc-
ing money as sustenance to a number of
clients whom they consider unsatisfactory and
hopeless, and whom they desire to cut out.
This sort of thing cannot continue. What is
the use of having the board if their reconm-
mendations are not given effect to? What is
the use of having the board controlling 11
millions of advances to settlers, certain of
whom will not give to their farms that atte-
tion which they should and are using the
money advanced to them recklessly and waste-
fully, if the board cannot say whether the ad-
vances should be continued or not? That is
the position to-day, and it is one which should
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not be permitted to continue. The board have
been in existence for eight years. No banking
institution would standr it; no private isti-
lotion would stand it.

('apt. Varter: rt is, killing a lot of private
firmse.

Ron, W. (V. ANOiWIN: It might be advan-
tageous to the State if those men, for whomn
everything possible has been done and in spite
of which they can nmake no headway, were
found employment other than on thel land,
or, as the member for Pilbara (Mr. 7Under-
wood) would say, were sent out to get work.

Mr. Harrison: You could get over that by
appointing two valuers, one representing the
farmer and the other the board, to inquire
into each ease.

Rit. W. C, ANUWVIN:. Iissatisfaction has
arisen amiong members of the pimary pro-
ducers' party, who airc opposed to tine board
being the arbitrators. They contend that
they should have a right to appoint a
committee to advise the hoard. They
desire through political pressure to squeeze
the board into doing something which
the board know well is detrimental to the
best interests of tile State.

Mr. Lathsam: That is not their intention.
Ron. \*V. C. ANOWIN: What else can it

bel The board is made uip of practical men,
three or four of them having been farmers
all their lives.

Mr. Harrison: They do not know every
position.

Rion. W. C. A1NOG1%N: I presume they pay
strict attention to their work and go into
the reports placed before themn by the offiers
they appoint. These officers mnst be thor-
oughly experienced or thiey would not havec
been appointed. After considering the posi-
tion of each client the board and the board
only should be the people to say whether the
State can continue to advance these funds
in order to keep these settlers on the laud.

The Premier: They do so.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: They should do sn.

I have it on the best of authority that sus-
tenance is being received by many persons
whom the board regard as unsatisfactory and
honeless.

Mr. Latham: Why are they advaincing the
money?

Rom. W. C. ANGWDW: That is what I
want the select committee to find out. It
is one of the most urrgent questions ever
brought before this Chamber. There is a
millioa and a half of money involved. We do
not know the position we are in and the
reports do not tell us. Last yenr we hadl the
first report for four years, and goodness
knowks when we may get another. We should
know what is going on. We should know
what the loss has been and what advances
have been made. The Industries Assistance
Act was merely a temporary measure to tide
over a tim- of war and distress. Owing to a
severe droiipht there was scarcely a new
fanner able to continue. This Act was
brought in by the Labour Government to
assist the men as well as the State. There

are some people who continue under the
r.A.. because they get certain privileges

und1(er this temporary measure which never-
would have bee]] accorded to them but for thme
Act, It is important that at this joneture
a select committee should lie appointed to
make full investigations concerning the ad-
ministration of the board.

Mr. ALUNS Il, (Hannlans)! I second the
motion.

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

MOTION- AUTOMfATIC TELEPHONE
SYSTEM, REGISTRATION OF CALLS.
Mr. ANGELO (lascoyna) 9.501 : I

fflove

That in the opinion of this House the
Governmeant should, for the protection of
its citizens, take steps to arrange with the
Federal Authorities for a private investi-
gation (preferably by a State official)
into the working of the telephone systems
in this State, including the methods adopted
for registering successful and unsuccessful
calls, and the crediting to customers of
calls where 'wrong numbers have been ob-
tamned.

The telephone system is, of course, a Federal
matter, but it is the duty of the Government
and this House to protect the interests of our
citizens in cases where we think they are not
properly looked after. I wish to enter a pro-
test on behalf of the people of the State
concerning the delays that occur in enabling
rersons to become subscribers to the tele-
phone system. I know people who have had
to wait 12 months for a telephone installa-
tio'n.

Rion. W. C. Angwin: The instruments are
not available.

Mr. ANGELO: That is so, but the Fed.
eral Government should look into the matter.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Why net get your
member to take action?7

Mr. ANGELO: I have also known of a
person who applied for a telephone and re-
ceived one in a fortnight. That is not fair
to others who have waited ats long as 12
months.

Mr. MTann: That person must have known
of someone who was abandoning his
number, and obtained a transfer.

Mr. ANGELO:. Many subscribers have com-
plained about the bills they receive for the
calls they have made. During the past six
mouths I took the trouble to keep a rough
check on the calls made on my own telephone.
The bill that eame in was nearly three times
greater than my own estimate. I called at
the Telephone Department and was shown
the recording instrumnent. The manager as-
sured me that calls were nl charged up
when a reply was received. That would have
been all righit. hot I have also been assured
by a person who was employed in the depart-
ment that every time the receiver is taken off
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the hook a call is registered. I do not know
whether that is correct or not. One of the
State electrical engineers should make an. in-
vestigation into the working of the system,
and see whether local subscribers arc being
charged for calls irrespective of whether they
are successful or not. Doubtless many mein-
bers of this Chamber have asked for a certain
number and have been put in touch with ain-
other one. During the busy times of the
day I estimate that fully 10 per cent, of the
Calls result in wrong numbers being obtained.
In my own house the other day I rang a cer-
tain number six tines, but obtained wrong
numbers. I then made an effort to ring the
complaints office, but alter trying three times
and obtaining three more wrong numbers,
which made nine wrong calls in one endeavour
to obtain a subscriber, I suspended operations
for an hour. I was then successful in ob-
taining the complaints office, and told the
officer what had happened. The officer told
mec that if I could give him the numbers I
had obtained in those nine calls a refund
would be made to me. I replied, 'Surely
you are not charging me when I have oh-
tained the wrong number,'" and I was told
that was the case. I presume those
calls will have cost mue at least is. 3d.
owing to the faulty system of re-
cording them. That kind of thing may
happen all through the busy hours of the
day. If only one wrong number has been
called in a day it works out at about £,2 InI
a year, and if we mnultiply that by 5,000 sub'
scribers we find that the aggregate loss is
£10,000 a year. This is another instance of
how we are mnuicted in unwarranted charges
by the Federal Department. What I want
thle Premier to do is to get the permission of
the Deputy Postmaster to put in one of our
State electrical engineers to check the system.

Mr. Mann: He has not the power.

Mr. ANGELO: I was allowed to see it
but I ama not an electrical engineer.

Mr. Mann: What good would that do?
Mir. ANGELO: If this officer found that

a wrong method of registration was being
used something further might be done.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [9.58]: 1
agree that some inquiry should be made into
this matter, but ami not sure whether it is a
matter this Parliament can deal with. Un-
doubtedly the Government should protect
the interests of our Citizens.

The Premier: Against the Federal Gov-
ernmentl

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They could confer
with the Federal Government upon anay-
thing-

The Premier: Yes, confer.
Mr. UND~ERWOOD: That affects our

citizens. T move an amendment-
That in line 4 the words "ca private" be

struck out and "an"I inserted in lieu, and
that the words ''preferably by a State
official'' be struck out.

If the motion is put in that way we shall
have wine right to deal with the question.
Our Government would have the right to
approach the Federal Government on those
lines. In view of the position of the various
Parliaments, it must be admitted that we
cannot pass resolutions binding the Federal
Parliament.

The Premier: The Federal Parliament
wouldi tell us to mind our own business.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, as we should tell
the Federal Parliament pretty quickly if it
did anything in the opposite direction. I
suggest to the mover tiat he accept the
amendment. Without a motion being car-
ried here, our State Government might ask
the Federal Government to look into the
matter. I

.Mr. iMann: Through the Federal members.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Possibly it would be

more effective if the complaint wore made
hy the Premier of this State.

Mr. Mfann: It would be rather a reflection
on our Federal members.

.%r. UNDERWOOD: I do not think so.
However, if I were called upon to reflect
on our- Federal members, I wsould be prepared
to reflect on several of them. At this junc-
ture [ am not called upon to do so. I1 do not
think the motion as it stands is a proper one
for us to carry, because we have no right to
dictate to the Federal Government what
mnethods of investigation they shall adopt.
StillI we have the right to. ask the Federal
Goverinut to imake an investigation.

The PREMIER (lion. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) [10.5]: I hope that neither the
mnotion nor the amendment will be carried.
.There is no principle invoI~ed. T~ae matter
is merely one of detail. The mover tells us
of his exlpcrience with telephiones, and no
doubt that is the experience of many other
people. Th'e telephone sy-stem is not sais-.
factory. But I think that in reply to this
motion the Federal Government would pro-
bably smy, ''Mind your own business.''

Mrs. Cowan: They also charge for the
length of time. If one is over the three min-
utes allowed, one has to pay extra. That
accounts for the heavier bills.

The PREMIER: Anyone who wants more
than three minutes over the telephone is over
the odds. We have Federal m~embcrs and
even Ministers to whom complaints can be
addressed. I do not think the House should
pass the motion in any form.

lon. P. Collier: Pass it into the waste
paper basket.

The PREMIER: I cannot go to the
Deputy Postmaster General over this matter.
I hope the mover will withdraw the motion.
He himself can make direet representations
to the Federal Government.

Mr. Angelo: Surely it is the function of
the Government here to protect its own citi-
zens.

The PREMIER: Against the Federal Gov-
ernment? The matter having been venti-
lated, the motion had better be withdrawn.
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Mr. S81(ONS (East Perth) [10.8]: I
shall vote against the motion, as a protest
against the time of the House being wasted
on such trifling details. I deprecate the
tendency to hold up 50 people in the dis-
cussion of this kind of business. It is like
Coming down to a broken drain, or a cul-
vert washed away. It is wrong to harry
the Governmwent with such a matter. The
House might as well be asked to deal with
a broken gas pipe. The machinery of Par-
liamnent is too big to apply to such a petty
matter as anu overcharge on telephone calls.
With all its faults, our Perth telephone
system is one of the best in Australia.

Hoak. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [10.11]: I
join with the last speaker in protesting
against the time of the House being wasted
over such a matter. Instead of carrying
either the motion or the amendment, we
should consign the whole subject %to the
waste paper basket as speedily as 'possible.
The mover has on more than one occasion
in this Chamber treated us to a dissertation
upon the shortcomings of Federation and
Federal Governments. He has repeatedly
dealt with big problems and big principles,
for instance the whole question of the re-
lation of the State to the Federation, and
the financial relationship between the two.
In those matters he has rendered good ser-
vice. But it seems to me he is descending
from the sublime to the ridiculous now.
Because the hon. member spent one day,
from dawn to dewy eve, endeavouring to
get a number on the telephone, and because
seven unsuecessfut attempts cost hium
Is. 3d., he places on the Notice Paper a
motion of about a dozen lines and wants
the whole machinery of the State Govern-
mat, the whole influence of the Premier
and his Ministers, to make representations
to the Commonwealth so that he may re-
cover that 1s. 3d., or else that he may be
safeguarded from spending another fruit-
less Isa. 3d. in the future. If we have an
inquiry at all, let us appoint a Royal Oom-
mission, and let us appoint Percy Brunton
as the Royal Commissioner. The hon. mem-
ber should not have brought this motion
before the House at all. If the State Gov-
ernment made representations as desired
by the hon. member, they would be politely
told by the Federal authorities to mind
their own business. The Federal authori-
lies would refuse to take any notice of such
a request. This is not a matter of a big
principle , but merely a email detail as to
the registration of telephone calls. The
hon. member is practically asking that a
steam hammer be brought to crush a
mosquito. If there is anything wrong with
the telephone system, why does not the hon.
member ask the City Council, as represent.
ing the major portion of the persons eon-
ct-ned, to make representations to the Fed-
eral member for Perth, Mr. Fowler? The
address of that gentleman is Parliament
House, Melbourne, where any correspond-
ence will find him.

Mr. Simnons: And there are our Senators.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I could excuse the

mnover if he was not acquainted with the
namnes of all our Senators. However, we
have a Senator who is a Federal Minister.
The hon. member, instead of ringing up
seven times, might well have dashed off a
letter to Senator Pearce. And what are
the names of the other Senators againi

Mr. Simons; There is fleLargic, and the
robust Lynch.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes; and Henderson,
I think. Those Senators might he comn-
nmunicated with, and they uould deal with
the matter. The meniner for (inscoyne
ought not to take up the time of this House
because of something that cost him Is. 3d.
I never before suspected the bon. member
of being Scotch. We ought to leave to
FPederl mnembhers the performance of duties
that properly belong to them. This is a
Federal matter and representations should
be made to some Federal member. If a
matter is brought up in the Federal House,
it will receive infinitely neore consideration
than would he possible if the Premier were
to communicate with the Federal Govern-
mnt in the present circumstances. The
Federal member is iu a position to submit
a motion in the House and take direct
action regarding the Government.

Mr. Corboy: flo not suggest direct action,
Hon. P. COLLIER: In fact, the Federal

member in a better position to act than
the Premier of Western Australia. Then
again, the hon. member suggests that it
should be a private investigation.

M*r. Underwood; I will move to strike
that reference out.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I will support the
inember for Pilbara if he moves in that
direction. I do not knew what the mean-
be r for Gascoyne wishes to cover up.

Mr. Corboy: Perhaps he wants to get his
Is. 3d. back.

Run. P. COLLIER: I hope the motion
will be put in the waste paper basket with-
out any further waste of time.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne--on amendment)
[10.16]:- I compliment the Leader of the
Opposition and the member for East Perth
(',%r. Simons) on the consideration they have
given to this matter. I have timed them and
I find that the Leader of the Opposition has
occupied the attention of the Rouse for twice
as long as I took in moving the motion, while
the member for East Perth took as long.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the hion.
member speaking to the amendment?

Mr. Simons: No, he is speaking to us.
Amendment put and passed.

M r. ANGELO (Gascoyne--in reply)
[ 10. 17] This is not such a little matter that
it should he ridiculed.

Mr. Simons: It is a 1%d. matter.
'Mr. Corboy: No, it is a Is. 3d. matter.
Mr. ANGELO: I mentioned those nine

calls simply as an illustration of what hap-
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penus nearly every day. It wall only by com-
plaining about those calls that I secured in-
formation which I doubt whether many- mem-
hers were possessed of. I doubt whether
members knew that they are charged for
these incomplete calls unless they can supply
the number that has been wrongly obtained.

Mr. ('orboy: Hfave you acquainted any of
thE Federal moiubers with that position?

Mr. A'NGELO: No one would give thle
number if asked for it.

Hon. P'. Collier: It would cost you 2d. to
write to a Federal member!

Mr, ANGELO: That is all very well. I
know, what anyone gets when he complains
to the Federal departments. One gets very
little satisfaction.

Hon. P. Collier: Or from Federal mem-
bersI

Mr. ANGIELO: The Federal members are
in Melbourne and they give us very little of
their time and very little attention. I am
satisfied that this system is costing the citi-
zens of Perth anything from £10,OOO to
£20,000 a year. Tbat is nothing to sneer
and laugh at.

Hon. P. Collier: No, but it is not our
business.

Mr. ANGELO: Then why is it that if it
is considered that the tariff is wrong, mo-
tions are carried in this House?

Hon. P. Collier: Fancy comparing the
tariff with a penny ring on the telephone I

Mr. ANGELO: Many such motions have
been brought forward in this Chamber.
However, I wanted to ventilate this ques-
tion.

Hlon. P. Collier: You should fumigate it,
not ventilate it.

Mr. A:NGELO: I desire to ventilate this
matter because I have been. robbed by this
cormo ran t- like department. The system
means that we are taken down. If a com-
-plaint is made, the reply is received that one
need not have a telephone. Business people
must have telephones but that does not say
we should be asked to pay for these incom-
plete calls. In iny ease, I was fraudulently
robbed. The object 1 had in view has been
attained. Probably somne reference will ap-
pear in the Press to this matter and that
mar-be sent to Federal members. If that be
so, we may get sonic redress. It may be that
the Deputy Postmaster General here-I have
always found him to be a very fair-minded
man-will, when lie learns that this question
has been brought up in Parliament, take
some action to see what is wrong. In the
circumstances, I ask leave to withdraw my
mnotion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

PAPER FESBENTMD
By The PREMIER: The original copy of

the statutory declaration made by A. C.
Kernel1, referred to earlier in the day.

House adjourned at 10.2e p-m.
(22]

2Leot0ative cLounil,
ATUesday, 6th1 Septemfber, 1,9*8.

Adrs~nt~,Ninth day, conclusion .. - 61

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and rend prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Ninth flay-Conlusion.

Debate resumed from the previous sitting.

Ron. E. H. HkURIS (North-East) (4.35]:
I desire to be associated with the remarks of
hou. members extending congratulations to
yourself, Mr. President,'and welcoming new
members. To judge from the statistics and
the general information already given to the
House by the new member for the South-
East Province (Mr. Burvill) it seems that
that hon. gentleman will make up for
the lost opportunities of his prede-
cessor. I am interested in the legisla-
tion forecasted in the Governor 's Speech, par-
ticularly that dealing with mniners' phthisis
and amendment of the Arbitration A-ct. Re-
presenting as I do an indnstrial centre and a
mining district, I am specially concerned to
know what steps are proposed by the Govern-
ment for the relief of men affected with
miners' phithisis and tuberculosis, if under the
measure they are compelled to leave the min-
ing industry. I nm also specially interested in
the Hospitals Bill. Again, the Speech makes
mention of a proposed extension of the work-
ers' homes scheme to the country districts, a
step which I believe will be endorsed by the
majority of hon. members and by the coun-
try. I shall be glad to learn whether the pro-
posed extension will include the goldfields,
where, I understand, no workers' homes have
yet been approved. 'Undoubtedly the most im-
portant feature of the Speech is the immigra-
tion policy. Immigration is much needed. Ob-
viously, if we are going to develop thin vast
State, we shall need millions of people and
tens of millions of money. I congratulate the
Government on having a scheme. But is it a
practicable scheme, or is it impracticable?
One essential is that the large amount of
money referred to by the Premier as being ob-
tained at a very low rate of interest should
be used for reproductive purposes. Another
essential for the success of the scheme is pre-
parediness on the part of the Government. At
present that preparedness seems painfully in-
adequate. The information which has been
given in the Press regarding the scheme is
scrappy; and I hope-that the Leader of the
House, when replying, will shed a ray of light
(in the proposals of the Government in this
connection, will inform us of the details of
the scheme, and let us know what is actually
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